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_ (4) The District Superintendent of Police, Jalpaiguri, was requested to 
do as follows:—“ To inform all officers to enquire from. 
. the chaukidars on hairi days whether there is any dearth of 
water in any villages. should be submitted by than: 
officers at once. na officers are also to report what th 
themselves know on the subject. en 
(In thanas Boda and Titalya this is most aay 08: 

(5) Letters have been addressed to the Manager, C Behar State, 
the Manager of Bykantapur estate, and leading jotedars in 
this district, requesting them to inform me if there is any want 
of water in their villages; and if there is, requesting them 
to assist the people in making wells and to report to this office. 

(6) Orders have been sent to the Hat Inspector of ta and Ferry 

Inspector, Overseers, sub-overseers, and other District Board 
subordinates, requesting them to report whether they have 
noticed any want of water in any villages. 

(7) The tahsildars of Mynaguri, Falakata, and Alipur,and the naib- 
tahsildar of Bhalka have been requested: to report on the 
subject within four days. 

(8) Letters have been addressed to all Honorary Magistrates, requesting 
them to assist any villagers who suffer from want of water in 
digging wells. 

8. Ihave instructed all officers to give this subject their special attention 
while on tour, and to report to me at once if they find that wells are needed in 
any village, and the District Board will de all in its power to assist the people 
in making wells. 

9. This afternoon I went about six miles along the Barubari road, which 
rans south-west from Jalpaiguri, and ———— examined 16 wells in the 
villages near the road, Eleven of these wells had between 2 and 4 feet 
of water in them, two contained water which the villagers never use, and the 
remaining three a a few inches.of water in them, as nmch had been taken 
away during the day the villagers. The water percolates rapidly into 
these wells, and during the night about 18 inches of water collect in them. 

These wells are all kwévha, and can be made at’ the cost of about four 
each. Water is found in the locality I visited at a depth of about 10 feet from 
the surface. 

10. Thus from the information received from all classes. of people, and 
from what I have myself seen, I am at present of opinion that, th people are 
stinted in the quantity of water which they can get, yet a little effort on their 
own part, which they appear to put forth, has prevented them from feeling the 
drought acutely up till now. 

; ‘The measures taken will bring to notice any cases of hardship from want 
of water. 


No. 902J.—XXXIX-28, dated Rangpur, the 2lst April 1896. 

From—J. H. Demrne, Bsa, 5.a., 08.5 i of Rangpur, 

To—The Secretary tothe Government o Donna, Eempeied Inpedtcan 

Wirn reference to your telegram from Darjeeling received to-day, on the 

subject of the anticipated short supply of drinking-water in. this district, I have 
the honour to state that the matter has received my attention, and the reeent 
Government cirenlars have been noted. Up to date no. complaints have been 
made to me, or tothe police, ox to the District, Board for want of water. 
Undoubtedly at several places inconvenience is being felt, but the cig 1 
of, the district is; almost entirely derived either from, the ing rivers, su 
as the Teesta, Ghagat, and Brahmeputra, but, ehiefly from wells; tanks com- 
paratively are very little used. It appears.that there is no, diffieulty in obtain- 
ing water from, wells.excopt in one,or two. tracts, where there is a clay sub- 
stratum. Common earthen ringwells can be made for about,Rs. 6 in nearly 
every part of the district, except. the northern portions of the subdivision of 
Kurigram, where bamboos aresubstituted for rings. The District Engineer 
informs me that when a well runs dry, it is the practiceto sink another deeper 








well in somé convenient piece of mee rt ‘low-lying land, and the citilti- 
vators themselves adopt this practi abel. I ig sit myself think that 
it will’ be ‘to adopt any measures for the cartage of drinking-water 
from available sources to more distant’ villages, at all events not until the 
difficulty more serious than at present. T’he District Board last yeat 
sank 20 tu wells, and have indented for 80 more, which will be sunk in different 
localities, where there is the greatest need for drinking-water ‘as soon as possible. 
The orders contained in the telegram have been carried out, and a further report 


will follow. 





No, 101J., dated Bogra, the 21st April 1896, 
From—H. D. pxM. Carzy, Esa., Offg, Magistrate of Bo; 
Lo—The Secretary to the nl of Bengal, Tinaagiel Depaiaiant, 
Wirs reference to your telegram received to-day, 1 have the honour to 
report as follows. 
2. The soil of Bogra is divided into two main classes 


(i) East of the Karuttea river, about one-third of the district, bounded, 
west by the Karuttea and east by the Brahmaputra rivers, and 
intersected also from north to south by the Bengalee. All these 
rivers flow throughout the year, and as soon as the Brahmapntra 
rises high, endless streams intersect this portion. 

Owing to the sandy nature of the soil, it is difficult and expensive 
to dig wells, and wells do not last unless of solid masonry. 

(ii) West of the Karattea the soil is a firm clay, in which # simple hole 
dug for a few rupees will last as a good well for several years. 
Water is found at no great depth. Two streams, in which water 
flows all the year, run from north fosouth through this portion— 
one near the western boundary and one about midway. 

3. Rupees 1,264, unspent in last year, has been reallotted for wells this 
year; another Rs, 1,000 Lon) hls for in the budget. Nearly allthis has been 
spent, and I haye just provided an extra sum of Rs. 1,500 for more wells. 

4, East of the a masonry well has been sunk at Mokamtola, 
and I have also ordered five tube-wells to be sect in a few places where some 
scarcity is felt. 

Considering the certainty of water from all streams within two months, 
Ihave not thought the scarcity justifies the heavy expense of more masonry 
wells in this portion of the district. 

5. West. of the Karuttea, the following wells— 

Masonry well at Khetlal. Masonry well at.Jianagar. 

Ditto at Dupchanchea, | Ditto at Dargahat. 
Ditto ut Panchbibi. Ditto at Baniadighi. 
Ditto at Durgapur. Ditto at Burigan). 

6. Ihave-taken steps to encourage zamindars to sink wells, and to have 
any instance of # village suffering from special scarcity of water <se eilot my 
notice at once, I do-not think there is any fear of serious scarcity of water in 
this district. 


No. 1679., dated Pabna, the.28%d April 1896. 
From—J. H. Lea, Esa., Offg. Magistrate of Pabna, 
To—The Seeretary to the Goyursment of Bengal, Financial. Department. 
‘Wir reference to your telegram, dated 2lst instant, I have the honour 
to report that in this district the supply of drinking-water is daily diminishing, 
and many villagers are put. to great straits to obtain water of any kind. 
Numerous rivers run through the district, and pont living near or on the 
banks of these ave of course well provided with water; but between these 
rivers are large tracts of cou where. the usual sources of pate PP are 
theels and khals and tanks, and the greater number of these have comp’ etely 
dried up... From personal i ion I find that water is always available at 
river Jeyel, and if the villagers would only club together and sink ring-wells 
or even large holes, they would have no difficulty in getting a supply of water, 














T find, however, that they are too apathetic to do anything of this kind, and 
they are not hele in any way by their zamindars, Ido not apprehend that 

this scarcity last for more than a few weeks. The Ganges and Jamuna 

have already commenced to rise, and dried up khals and bheels will soon be 
under water again. The Local Boards are in charge of water-supply in this 
district, but they have as yet done nothing at all. I have, therefore, taken up 
the matter as Chairman of the District Board, and have deputed two overseers 
to do special work. They will visit the district where the scarcity is greatest, 
and at the end of each week send in reports of what can be done, and funds 
will at once be placed at their ie 98 The District Engineer is also engaged 
in enquiring into the scarcity. The kind of work we propose doing is to sink 
ring-wells in some places, and excavate kutcha holes in the beds of tanks in 
others. The Subdivisional Officer of Sirajganj has been instructed to give 
every assistance to the work in his subdivision. 


No. 160R., dated Bankipur; the 22nd April 1896. 
From—T., Inouis, Esa., Collector of Patna, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a telegram, dated the 
20th current, directing me to report fully by letter the condition of the district 
as regards water-supply and the action taken by the District Board in connec- 
tion therewith, 

2. I have sent copies of the telegram to Subdivisional Officers, and 
directed them to submit weekly reports to reach me on Mondays at the same 
time as the crop report. 

8. At the same time, I do not in the least apprehend any scarcity of 
water in this district. I have heard nothing of any impending failure, and 
with the country side well supplied with wells, I do not see any reason to 
anticipate difficulty. 

4, The Commissioner has already, in communicating Government order, 
Circular No. 22L.8.-G. of the 2nd current, on the subject of the supply of 
drinking-water, issued the necessary instruction for the District Board. We have 
been asked to prepare a scheme for bettering the water-supply. I have called 
for proposals from the Local Board for the future, as as for a list of the 
wells dy maintained by them, and these will be considered at the next 
meeting of the District Board. I did not consider it necessary to call a 7 
meeting in the absence of any anticipated scarcity. It has been found 
impossible to get the residents of this district to take loans from Government 
under the Land Improvement Act, 1883. During my tour one man spoke to 
me verbally about a loan, but he has not since come forward. 

5. In my programme of relief works submitted under clause.5, chapter II, 
Part I of the Famine Code, our proposals are confined to the sinking of wells, 
reclaiming old tanks and excavation of old channels. Of the major works 
proposed, two are for the construction of tanks. In my opinion we have an 
ample programme for the area liable to famine. There is no such programme 
for the rest of the district, I shall await the result of the enquiries being made 
by the Subdivisional Officers to report further next week. 


No. 1170, dated Gaya, the 21st April 1896. 
From—H. Savacr, Esq., Magistrate of Ga: 
To—Tho Secretary to the Government of rb Financial Department. 
In reply to your tel of yesterday’s date received to-day, on the sub- 
ject of water-supply, I have the honour to repoct that I have, duri 
past month, made many enquiries on the subject, and find that the district is 
this year as yet practically no worse off for water than it has been in the 
previous years, Wells are numerous, and there are as yet no signs that they 
will dry 3 before the rains to any serious extent, 
2. ‘The only complaints that have reached me are :— 
(a) In Gaya town, as is usual every year, some wells have run dry, and, as 
usual, to meet the demand for water in the old town, the Gayawals have ry 
kund (pit) in the bed of the Phalgu. In addition to this, in order to be on the 














three other pits at different places 
~ I may note that water can be got in 
or two deep anywhere in the bed of the 






_ 6) From Aurangabad came a complaint that a kutcha well had fallen in. 
‘The District. Board ordered it to be sma estviey at once. 
(¢) At the Bisua mela near Gaya, the old wells did not give a suflicient 
ply, but two new wells were dug and sufficient water was obtained. 
_ (d) At Rafiganj me/a the wells, though newly cleared out, have run dry 
each day about midday, but other times have given sufficient water. Ido not 
know whether this occurred in other years, but most probably it did. 


3. To meet, as far as possible, any difficulty which may arise, Iam asking 
the | District en of Police to instruct all thana officers to question 
the village chaukidars on parade days, and, in case any complaint of scarcity of - 
water is made, to report direct to me if the. village be in the Sadar Subdivision, 
or to the Subdivisional Officer if it be in an outlying subidvision, so that I, or the 
Subdivisional Officer, may take steps to supplement the existing water-supply 
as “Or ¢ as possible, 

4. 1am addressing tho Subdivisional Officers on the subject, and will ask 
them to give special attention to it. 

5. As for funds, I think the District Board have provided all that will bo 
necessary. ‘There is, in the current year’s budget, an allotment of Rs. 3,000 for 
new wells, and Rs. 4,000 for repairing existing wells, and I do not foresee that 
the expenditure of any larger amount will be called for. 


No. 1068, dated Chapra, the 22nd April 1896. 
From—H. Wure.nr, Bsq., Offg. Magistrate of Saran, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

Wire reference to your telegram of the 20th instant, on the subject of the 
Bare Maa of this district, I have the honour to report as follows. 

2. Having just joined the district, I have little personal knowledge of 
the facts, but I understand verbally from Mr. Slack and from Mr. Knyvett, the 
District Superintendent, who has camped over the district, that so far there 
have been no complaints of scarcity of water, and that, generally speaking, the 
water-supply is good, That the circumstances of this district as regards water- 
supply were not this year, generally speaking, exceptional, would be inferred 
from the rainfall during the last yeur of 44°47 inches, the average o: the 
previous five years being. re 46°10, a difference of less than 2 inches only. 

8. The District Board allotment this year for the purposes of water- 
supply amounts to -Rs..3,500, Government Circular No. 22L.S-G., dated 2nd 
instant, will be laid before the Board at their next mecting on the 25th instant, 
andthe result communicated in the next weekly report. 

4, Reports have been called for from the police as to the existence of any 
tracts in which scarcity is to be apprehended, and similar enquiries are also 
being made from Subdivisional Officers. 


No. 699, dated Muzaffarpur, the 22nd April 1896. 
From—F. R. Ror, Esa , Offg. Magistrate of Muzaffarpur, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 
In accordance with your telegram of the 20th instant, I have the honour 
_to report that I haye made perren! enquiries from all officials likely to be 
acquainted with the condition of the water-supply in their neighbourhood and 
"from Managers of many. factories, and am of opinion that there is no apprehen- 
sin of any failure of water in this district sufficiently serious to be termed 
a water famine. eae ; ; 
_ + 9, There has, however, been in many places a deficiency of rainfall, and 
there is a sufficient scarcity of water to make cholera a very dangerous enemy, 
~ and the measures I have taken have been directed chiefly to purifying as far 
Finite the water-supply available. 





Ke ue 









: ; ht (en pecan ers ag 

8. To this end all the wells in the municipalities of Muzaffa: 
gunge, Hajipur, and Sitamarhi have been cleaned out and purified with 

or permanganate of potash. The District Board have allotted Rs. 320 for the “— 
cleaning of the wells on their list, and this work is being carried out. In addi- 
tion to this, 1 have issued a notice under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code to the effect that, whereas immediate action is pram > the prevention 
of cholera, zamindars, pahercth, and headmen will immediately sig! their 
wells by dewatering them, cleaning the wells, and when the well ed by 
adding fresh lime to the water. 

4. In view of the possibility of a serious failure later on in the water- 
supply, the Commissioner of the Division has authorised the District Board, 
when convinced that there is necessity for doing so, to undertake works for the 
supply of water, irrespective of budget provision, up to a limit of Rs. 10,000. 
Iam therefore issuing the annexed circular to Subdivisional Officers, Police 
officers, Opium officers, Managers of factories, and members of District Board, 
and have sent a copy of igo telegram to the Subdivisional Officers, with 
instructions to report weekly as to the condition of the water-supply, thana by 
thana, and will report weekly, as ordered, the information collected. 


Dated Muzaffarpur, the 22nd April 1896. 
abe R. Ror, Esa., Chairman, District Board, Muzaffarpur, 
o—_— 

Tz Commissioner of the Division has authorized the District Board, when convinced 
that there is necessity for doing so, to undertake works for the supply of water, irrespective 
of budget provision, up to a limit of Rs. 10,000, and has also informed me that the allotment 
to this district for agricultural loans may be expected to be Rs. 8,000, of which a Jarge 
amount may be distributed for the improvement of the water-supply of men engaged and 
beasts employed on agriculture. It is difficult for me to say when the existing sources of 
water-supply are likely to run dry or where sickness may be expected, and I would ask you 
to help me in the matter by informing me of any cases which may come to your notice of 
impending failure of water, and by sending me, when requested, your own opinion as to the 
merits of any individual case which may be brought to my notice by other means, and of 
noe mo in either case whether the supply may best be improved by wells, tanks, or 
tube-wells. 





No. 833G., dated Darbhanga, the 21st April 1896. 
From—R. W. Carry, Esa., Offg. Magistrate of Darbhanga, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

I aave the honour to state, with reference to your telegram of the 20th 
instant, that the question of water-supply in the district was discussed at a 
District Board meeting on the 15th ‘Apel, and the members seemed all to be 
of opinion that there was no reason to expect any trouble as far as the 
quantity of the water-supply is concerned. Iam authorized to spend on my 
own authority up to Rs. 2,000 in purifying wells, tanks, &c., where necessary. 
I am not ina position to say the members are wrong, as I only joined the 
district very lately, but I will make enquiries all over the district. through the 
police and the Subdivisional Officers. I will also make enquiries from big 
zamindars and indigo-planters. 





No. 776J., dated Bhagalpur, the 22nd April 1896. . 
From—H. J. McIwrosn, Hsa., Offg. istrate of B r, 
To—The Secretary to the Ganetns at of Bengal, Finan Sela) Tocerkieaut 
In reply to your telegram of the 20th instant, received yesterday, I have 
the honour to report that although this is an exceptionally dry year, no com- 
plaint has yet reached me from any part of the district of serious insufficiency 
of water-supply. In the last weekly crop and weather report, all the Subdivi- 
sional Officers note that the water-supply is sufficient, 
2. During last year the District Board sank eight tube-wells in the 
northein part of the district, and this year arrangements have been made for 
sinking five more, the sites of which have been selected, A proposal to construct 


















‘pucea well in South Bhagalpw ‘prevent before the District Board. ‘The 
i Arar Spree _ Government circulars noted in the margin wi 
ape ar eS Gi ated 2nd Ari“ ho placed before the moeting of the District Board 
" Uth April 1896, % to held next week; and should the necessi 
rer ieneys BS arise, I have little doubt that ample provision will 
be made for constructing more wells without delay. 

8. Instructions are being issued to Subdivisional Officers and Police officers 

to report at once any serious deficiency of water-supply in their jurisdictions. 





No. 154G., dated Purnea, the 21st April 1896. 
From—J. H. Berwnanp, Esq., Collector of Purnea, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of yester- 
day’s date, calling on me to submit forthwith a report on the condition of this 
district.as regards water-supply and the action taken by the District Board. 

2. The circular of Government recently cst has been circulated to 
members ‘of the District Board, and will be considered at its meeting at the 
beginning of next month. The subject was discussed informally at its meet 
ing on the 5th instant, and I found that no members were afraid of there being 
any scarcity in the supply of drinking-water in this district. No complaint of 
searcity of water for men or animals has been received up to date, and I do 
not atone that there will be any such scarcity. 

3. Water is particularly easily obtainable in this district. In Purnea a 
small ring well can be made for Rs. 5, and in the mufassil for a smaller sum. 
The water is near the surface. There are many rivers, lagoons, and water- 
courses. The river Kosi, which feeds most of them, is rapidly rising, and we 
fear flood rather thant drought, as every village has several small wells. 

4, The above remarks are based on my own observations made chiefly on 
my cold-weather tour. Further weekly report will be submitted as directed, 
and I will enquire of my Subdivisional Officers what is the state of things in 
their jurisdictions, 


: No. 263R., dated Dumka, the 21st April 1896. 
From—R. Carstairs, Esa., Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Parganas, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

In reply to your telegram received last night, calling for a report on the 
state of this district as regards water-supply and the action taken by me to 
afford relief, 1 have the Sexe to submit a report from such materials as I 
have at hand. 

2. The weather and crop report formerly submitted for publication in the 
Gazette having, by order of Government, been discontinued for this district, 
was not submitted by the Subdivisional Officers. In order, however, to keep 
myself informed of the state of the district during this anxious season, I have 
had a weekly report submitted by officers. The latest was received yesterday, 
and the substance as regards water-supply is that there is want of drinking- 
water in places, but the want does not seem to have reached that extent that it 
has reached in some parts of the country. The surface supply of drinking 
water from dbundhs ate tanks has been reduced by much water having been 
withdrawn for irrigation. Probably the parts of the district where there is 
most distress from want of water are the hill villages, where the hills have been 
denuded of forest, and consequently the springs dry up far earlier than in 
former days. 

8. With reference to Government Circular No. 22L.8.-G@., dated the 2nd 
instant, and received with Commissioner’s No, 10L. of the 7th instant, extracts 
from it are being sent to the subdivisions, in order that a wide publicity may 
be given tothe intentions of Government. No action has yet been taken 
with regard to the allotment of Road Fund money for the digging of tanks 
_and wells, further than to provide Rs. 800 for digging eight wells at roadside 

bungalows. Tho wells are of great use to the public, both residents and 
~ ‘travellers, and will be taken in hand at once. ; 






and I have no information of the need of relief works this year. 





4. have just’ received Board’s order which disposes of one part of 

No. 163K. of the 16th. instant, in which [asked for permission to anticipate 

‘the budget sanction for works in the Government Kstate. ~The other part 

of my proposal, asking for’ permission to spend money in the improvement 

‘and, when necessary, the deepening of wells in Government property, has not 
yet been replied to, and I shall be glad to hear what orders are passed, A 
dry season like the present should be utilised for improving and digging 
wells, and Government should set the example on its own property. 

5. Lam not in favour of allotting Road Fund money to the digging of 
small wells or of surface tanks and dundhs. Every pice of our scanty Road 
Fund is urgently wanted for the improvement and maintenance of communi- 
cations. Our whole Road Fund does not amount to Rs. 10 per square mile of 
the district area, and I am being im ned on every side to spend money, 
which I cannot provide from my funds on work which is not only useful, 
but almost necessary. ; 

6. I -would ‘ten point out that the digging of wells in a‘rocky country 
like this is rather a precarious undertaking. For instance, the! Public Works 
Department uddertook in the year 1892 to dig a-well in the subdivisional 
compound at Pakour. The compound was honeycombed with shafts, which 
were in succession abandoned on account of meeting with rock. The well is 
at present incomplete, no spring having as yet been touched. “The present 
estimated cost of this well is Ks, 1,851. 

7. This is not the only case in which we have found difficulty, and in 
view of that difficulty, to enable us to ascertain, without sinking a shaft, 
whether we could get water or not, 1 proposed in my No. 441P.W., dated the 
5th"March 1894, to buy a boring machine belonging to Mr. Atkinson, the con- 
tractor, which'was then for sale. ‘This nme was not sanctioned, and we 
have accordingly been unable to-get this help in our work. 

8. At Rajmahal, we tried sinking a tube-well in the distillery compound, 
and this and two other tube-wells which were also sunk in that neighbourhood 
‘failed from whatever cause. With the advice of Mr. Cloete, Superintending 
Engineer, who, in consequence of the death of my District Engineer, kindly 
made the enauiry himself, we are endeavouring to provide water-supply for 
the subdivisional residence, Jail and Distillery at Rajmahal, at present 
entirely deprived of all supply except river water, brought fron a distance of 
half a mile. 

9. At Sahebgunge, where the retreat-of the river made it necessary to 
secure a local supply, nearly thirty wells have been dug by the municipality, to 
which Government has given aid from the Estates Improvement Fund. 

10, As regards tanks, the experience of this undulating district is all in 
favour of bunds, rather than tanks, by which, availing ourselves of the 
natural hollows and slopes, we are enabled to store water at less expense than 
by mesns of tanks, ‘This means of water storage is in common use all over the 
district. Larger bundhs are made by zamindars, aud smaller by village 
headmen and raiyats. In some parts of the district also, daurs or water 
channels leading “from flowing streams are made, chiefly by landlords. An 
interesting work of this kind has recently been constructed at Falberia on the 
borders of the Rajmabal and Pakour Subdivision in the Government Estate 
Damin-i-Koh, where. Government constructed a masonry weir to divert a 


“portion of the water of a perennial stream, and the raiyats, at their own expense, 


‘cut a distributory, leading this water on to a long ridge. It is expected to 
protect some re piluges iabinie me 
11. Year by year we have been adding to the number of wells and water- 


.stores and distributories in the Damin Estate, and I see no reason for making 


any Pe effort there this year. Unless there is famine, we find great 
difficulty in getting the local raiyats to.turn out and work even for payment, 

The neediest’ classes have gone off as emigrants, or in search of employ- 
ment in other districts,and I can find no:signs pres or even of distress 
except for want of water. This want is felt:as yet chiefly in the shape» of 


~ want of fodder and water for the cattle. 
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12. As regards giving grants-in-aid to local people for digging wells 
_ or making or a reservoirs, this must be done either by oe i or by 
ims we find people very slow to take on the conditions the 
Government find it necessary to lay down. I do not myself see that the con - 
ditions can be much relaxed if we are to ensure the money being used for the 
purpose for which it is lent and punctually repaid. 

13. As regards gifts, I think they are sure todo more harm than good. 
They discourage private enterprise, and the chances are that the money is 
wasted, and the work on which it is spent not maintained. I think where it is 
pegile to dig a well with labour which would cost a few rupees only, that 
will be done by the villagers for their own sake without waiting for help from 
Government. In Dumka itself, where the zamindar, Mr. Grant, offered to pa 
half the cost of digging wells if the bazar people would pay the other hul 
(the estimated cost was about Rs. 1,000), kis offer was not accepted, 
chiefly I believe because of caste difficulties. My own idea is that wells of this 
trifling description paid for by Government would not be as successful in 
providing water as wells dug by the villagers, though they would probably 
cost more. 

14, Irrigation reservoirs on a small scale spring up on all sides, and seem 
to be md provoked by such a dry season as that we have been passin 
throug: e could not pay for the construction or repairs, or even for a call 
part of these in more than a limited number of cases; but the effect of our 
doing so at all would penises A be to check the work now going on and 
reduce it by a great deal more than the limited encouragement given by us 
would increase it, 

15, It isto be remembered that this district has not been demoralized, 
as I see a public speaker says most of Bengal has been, by the imposition of 
the road-cess. My memory of the road-cess payer is that he has a most extra- 
vagant idea of the amount he pays and a microscopic one of theamount received 
for it, and, consequently, having in his mind a standing grievance against 
Government, frequently cuts off his nose to spite his face. In this district, 
whether from that or from other reasons, there isa much stronger spirit of self- 
4 and compacity to balance payment and benefit received, and:I do not- 


to pauperise the people by teaching them to look for doles from Goyern- 
ment. : 












CHOLERA IN CALOUTTA. 


Tue following is published for general information. 


H. H. Ristey, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
The 28th April 1896. 


No. 498, dated Calcutta, the 22nd April 1896. 
From—H. 0. Witt1aMs, Bsq., Ohairman of the Uorporation of Calcutta, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1493Med., 
dated 10th April 1896, requesting me to report, for the information of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, what steps are being taken by the Municipal 
Commissioners of Calcutta to prevent or check the spread of cholera in th 
city and to provide medical ae Spa attacked by the disease. 

2. In reply, I beg to fo herewith a copy of the report submitted by 
the Officiating Health Officer, dated 20th April 1896, on the subject, and to add 
that at the special meeting of the Commissioners to be held tomorrow, a pro- 
position will be brought orward to authorize the Municipal Commissioners, 
under section 334 of Act [I.(B,C.) of 1888, to immediately dewater every 
tank, the water of which is used by the residents of any locality which they 





Ouarnman— ; ‘ : ' f : ; 4 ~ ‘ rs “ 
With reference to Government letter No. 1493Medical, dated tho 10th instant, I have 

to re that the following a rg heen and are; taken to chee! or pent he 

spa of cham in Calcutta, to provide medical. aid for persons affe wi 
ase . 


2 Rivery cose that fs eviise “cdthes to knowledge “4s. engquized- into 
by one of at Medical of Cho Health ate ener and Femealad heared are 


taken. For the éarly detection of cases the Medical Inspectors carry on 
wearin fer and i ny ee this. six temporary Taspestire have Sen waded 
to the permanent staff of seven Medical Ore. 


2, Persons affected with cholera, who are found to be without proper accommodation or 
without friends to attend to them, are removed to hospital. 

. Every house affected is thoroughly cleansed and disinfected with such disinfootants — 
as Jey’s Purifier, Pinophenol, sulphurous acid gas hur fumes), corrosive sublimate .solu- 
tion, and carbolie powders and such disinfection includes that of latrines, urinals, and drains 
as well as of the premises pony. 

4. All infected articles are usually destroyed by fire. Occasionally when articles are of 
value, or when their owners are too poor to be able to afford losing them, they are disinfected 
by. superheated steam under pressure in the Steam Disinfector (Lyon’s patent) of the 
Corporation stationed at Entally. 

5. Shops for the sale of articles of food and drink se as grocer’s shops, confectioner’s 
shops, ete:), in which cholera has taken place, are closed for a certain number of days, after all 
infected articles likely to communicate the disease have been destroyed or disitifected. 

6. All the sewers of affected localities inthe town’ proper are flushed and disinfected 
as early as possible, and all kutcha or pucca open drains in such localities in the unsewered 
areas and in bustis are also gga yay and disinfected. ; 

7, The use of every tank which has become contaminated or is suspected to have 
become contaminated with the discharges or infected articles of cholera patients is prohibited, 
and guards are oe over it to prevent people from using its water until the outbreak in the 


n hood is at an end and bacterio examination of its water shows its freedom 
Series tear ach is miade to activel anticholeraic inoculation on Haffkiai 
wert 8, endeavour is made vely carry on Taio in on "8 

in affected localities as well’ as in eithodied laced. ca pesedie’ che cam: bk poneunbedtt 


submit to the operation, 

: 9. étions for tho prevention of cholera and directions for the prevention of its 
‘spread’ when it has taken place in a house have been distributed to tho residents.in the form of 
handbills, and copies of them havo been posted at prominent places in different parts‘of the 
town ; and they have also been published in. some of the local newspapers. e use, of 
filtered water for all domestic purposes has been specially enjoined. 

10. In consequence of systematic bacteriological examination showing the presence of 
comma bacilli in the unfiltered water supplied to the town, as well as in the river-water at 
many of the bathing ghats, notices have: posted near the public bathing platforms and 
at other conspicuous ya prohibiting the use of the river-water and the unfiltered water- 


supply for any except bathing. 

TL. Tho Medical Inspectors of. the C tion attend and treat patients who require 
their assistance and who cannot pay for doctor's attendance. 

12. Simple medicines have been supplied to the police thanas, post-offices, and birth — 
and death registration offices for distribution to persons ee or applying for them; 
and the Police Commissioner and the Postmaster-General, Calcutta, have requested to 
give instructions to their subordinates to give as pgs oe, ge intimation of every cho 
case they may come to hear of to the Municipal Medical Inspector or at the nearest bi 
and death registration office. — ‘ : 

18. It has been notified by: beat: of drum throughout Oaloutte that persons affected with 
cholera or diarrhea imay obtain thedicine on application’ to constables or at the police thanas, 

ost-offices, or birth and death registration offices, as well as.on application to the Medical 
Fnspectors of the Health Department, eh aaa Ps ; 


6 ’ ‘ vionidecpas ¢ 9: R. Sey, ae 
aa PR att Sounlolay fecal ot cele ae alee 
The 0th Apri 1e96, tial Puce 
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Burdwan. —Rainfall nil, Weather hot, Rain wantod for drinking 








oe ° For the sovok ending the 27h April, 1896, 


and a everywhere. Pela sufficient. Oondition of cattle good. Domina rice 
Sadar Marae ieee », 14to18 
Kalna ate Ban as 18 to 14 
Katwa Ebates sy fire gg i 14.¢ PAF ARPee 
Raniganj of : Pa 164 


Midnapore—Rainfall nil. “Weather hot. Rain is very badly wanted. Senate 
Sra nan Deed is feltin the Sadar, in parts of Ghatal, and in thanas Contai, Bahiri, 
: ebpur, and Khedgeree. Fodder is not sufficient in Sadar and Chandrakona. Water 
insufficient in Ramjibunpur. attle-disease reported from the Sadar and Tamluk sub- 
divisions. Oommon rice selling as follows :— 


Srs, 

Pena. ws eA ant 18 

i Le 2 wee 22 to 24 
Tamluk Pe 2 $4 ' 15 eee Re 

; hes a we 14 to 16 


Ghatal 
5 yoy serena nil, but wanted very badly. ‘Tanks and wells have nearly been 
dried up. eather very hot and dry with comparatively cooler mornings and evenings. No 
crops on tho grourid at present. Fodder and water insufficient in places. Condition of 
cattle good. onienies rice sells at— 


Srs. c. 

Sadar ah hee ws I12tol4 0 
Barasat Fe ‘ina a 12 0 . 
it Be mA te 12 | perp 

mond Harbour .., whe bee 15 8} 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather hot. Boro (spring rice) withering for want of rain. 
State of indigo and mulberry not good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells at 15 seers 
per rupee. : 

i wo gent at Khulna :16, eae ‘42. Weather hot. Oultivation of ont 
and aman i ng on. Harvesting of boro (spring rice un 5 a not 4 
Scarcity attains waier is felt eiticpally in Satkhine. Vodde sufficient. No cattle- 
disease. Common rice sells at— 


Srs. co. 
Sates ; asa one roms 8 i -) a 0 
a eee ave soo 6 8 rupee. 
Satkhi ee dey oon 1l | dead 


Dinajpur.—Rainfall +04. Mornings and evenings cool; days hot and cloudy. Rain is 
much wanted for bhadot paddy and jute. Common rice selling from 15 to 17 seers per rupee. 
No cattle-disease, Fodder and water available. 


.—Aus and jute still being sown. Weeding operations commenced. ‘The 
rainfall of to-day (27th) 1-99 inches has been beneficial to the standing crops. Common rice 
selling at 12 to 15 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. Drinking-water is not scarce in this 
district excopt in some parts of the Kurigram subdivision. 

Pabna.—Rainfall -14. Weather hot and cloudy. Some rain has fallen and improved 
prospects. Scarcity of drinking-water continues. Fodder available. 


Dacca,—Rainfall 1:48. Weather for part of week hot, but latter part cool. Recent 
rain has done to the standing crops. Fodder available. No cattle-disease. Price of 
common rice 12 seers per rupee. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 09. Weather unusually dry. More rain wanted for cultiva- 
tion of aus and for crops on the ground. Water and fodder sufficient. Rico selling at 
14 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—No rain. Threshing and winnowing of rai and weighment of opium 


continue. Banga cotton is being harvested. Millet and sugarcane woll. Oondition of 


cattle fair except in Bihar, where deaths from small-pox are Fodder sufficient 
except in the dedib wibaiivision, where only dry fodder is available. . Water insufficient in 
places in Barh and Bihar. Rico selling at 20 soors per rupee. 

 Gaya.—Practically no rain, Agricultural operations in progress. Price of common 
Ugle at Hadar 154 ooore, against an overage of 14} seers per rupeo. ; 





















Champaran,—No rain. Nighy wake, 2 ee aH: an . 
has begun. Price of common ice at Sadar op eng bhadoi a . 
per rupee. Fodder and aia oie. unchanged i aoe 2 


Ley bat 


Darbhanga.—East wind prevailing. Rain much wanted for crops already sown, and 
also for Bhadot cultivation. Fodder and water for cattle available. Prices stationary, = 

Bhagalpur.—Easterly wind prevailed. There was a slight shower of rain on the 26th 
at Sadar. Rain badly wan but drinking-water generally sufficient, Fodder scarce. 
Sowing of paddy in progress. ing of rabi crops nearly over; outturn estimated to be 
less than 8 annas. 

Purnea.—No rain. Sowing of jute and bhadoi and aghani paddy going on. Rain much 
wanted for these sowings. Cattle-disease reported from Amour and iganj thanas. 
Fodder getting scarce in Araria subdivision. ater-supply sufficient. Common rice selling 
at 17 to 20 seers per rupee. 

Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot. Rain very badly wanted. Dalua (spring rice)’ 
being harvested. Condition of cattle good. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. c. 
ajpur ea ba ate 4 
Kendrepers coe ose ie OO PE Sy 
Banki B= 29 9 


Hazaribagh.—No rain. It is wanted for cultivation. Malwa crop harvested. Suffi- - 
cient water-supply generally throughout the district. Rice sells at 12 to 15 seers per rupee. 


General Summary.—Rain fell in Eastern and parts of Northern and Senay Cae 
during the week benefitting the crops in the ground and helping the preparation of lands for 
the sowing of rice and jute crops. Elsewhere there was practically no rain, and agricultural 
operations are at a ill. Spri rice is being harvested, but it hus suffered from 

e absence of rain. Cattle are generally in good condition ex eagrhatasr th of Midna- 
pore, Purnea, and Patna. Scarcity of drinking-water continues to be repo! from places in 
the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. ‘The price of rice has risen as compared with 
last year in many districts principally in those of Hastern Bengal and Chota Nagpur. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenve DEPARTMENT, CO. W. BOLTON, 
The 28th April, 1896, Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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aa 20th | 1533] 98 813 | 86:4 | 99° | 27:7 | 722) 69-7 | +508) 59-4 | 45 | Nand Variable...| 78 » | Clear, 
» [Bist | 1546 105) 780) 87°0 | 1027 | 82-7 | 700 | 71:3} +555] 62-0 | 49 ehh and SW/ 8&2 » | Clear, 
y 
“4 | 22nd 1628 | 10-4 ‘765 | 876 | 100'4| 24:1) 76:3 | 76-0 | +746) 70°4 | 61 pitti 8, and| 184 ” Clear, 
|, [28rd | 1558) 9-5 ‘790 | 86°9 | 991) 21°9 | 772) 782] -849| 74:3 | 66 |SSEandSSW ...| 187 — a partially 
dy, night 
» | 2th | 1493) 107 ‘772 | 866 | 95°7| 185 | 77:2] 793] +904] 76:2 | 73 oY W, and| 172 » | Chiefly clear, 
» [2th | 1523) 8s 1788 | 86:0 | 94°3| 166 | 77:7 | 77°8| *843| 74:1 | 67 | ESEand SSW ..,} 155 » | Partially cloudy, Ir. 



























Inch, 
_ The mean pressure of the seven days... eos 29°780 
The average pressure of the oe period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office eee os oe ee 29°741 
H 
- The total number of hours of bright sunshine cae tee ise 671 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine se aeo 89°3 
° 
The mean temperature of the seven days 868 
The average temperature of the corresponding period. for 24 years, Surveyor- 

; General’s Office kes ase san sve oe 84:5 
The extreme variation of temperature = «+ ade eee 200 32:7 
The maximum temperature ... “os ove eee oe 102:7 

Mil 

The highest velocity of the wind in one hour nee dee toe 13° 
The mean relative humidity . ove 58 
The average relative humidity of the ‘corresponding period for 24 years, 

Surveyor-General’s Office oes Sua eee 71 

4 Inches, 

The total fall of rain from 19th to 25th April 1896 . ar Nil 
The average fall of the gc et period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 

Office os ave 0°73 
he total fall from Ist Ji anuary to 25th April 1896 . wee 0°20 
The ee fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 

Offi 4:29 


The mean recs) temperature, &o., are deduced fromthe traces of the Barograph and Thermogtaph, 
The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been eorrected to a standard constructed and vorified at the 
Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four feet 
&bove the ground. 

- The barometer readings are — approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No, 86, 


the Surveyo' -General’s Offi 
ws tric acinbate are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed i in 
if 


Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 


Mane’ 
7 lb ama aod the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 
ae us mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


t, thunder ; Ir lightning reflection, 
Orrice, Govt. ov dma, O. Larrre, 
‘27th April 1896, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. 
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i _ SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 


TAKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING 84.4., SATURDAY, 
, THE 25ra OF APRIL 1896. 





Orprnary hot season conditions have prevailed over the province throughout the week, 
and the abnormal condition of excess temperature, which has lately prevailed for several 
weeks, has to a great extent disappeared during the week under review. On Sunday, the 
19th, or the first day of the week, the pressure conditions were a little irregular, for the 
barometer was relatively low over the Bay, and thus the strong southerly winds which 
usually flow in over the head of the Bay in April were to a considerable extent absent. 
Pressure had risen very rapidly on the morning of the 18th, the increase at some stations 
equalling an eighth of an inch; but, notwithstanding the rapid rise, pressure was still in 
shght defect at many stations. ‘Temperature had fallen very rapidly on this day over the 
western half of the province, but the fall had not extended to the southern and eastern 
stations. Pressure again rose moderately to briskly on the 19th, and the relative low 
pressure over the Bay practically disappeared, but winds still remained northerly at many 
stations in Sonth Bengal, A further small fall of temperature occurred on this day, and the 
fall extended over the whole province. On the 2lst the fall of pressure continued, and 
it became more rapid, but pressure was still in moderate excess, and the distribution was a 
little irregular, as pressure was comparatively low off the coast of the Circars, and the usual 
southerly winds were again to a great extent absent. As little moisture was thus passing 
into the province again, weather continued fine, and no rain was reported. On the 22nd a 
slow fall of pressure commenced, and the lowest pressures were transferred to the North-West 
Provinces. Winds were slowly becoming more southerly, while also temperature was rising. 
On the 25rd a distinct barometric depression existed over part of North-Western India, and 
winds over Bengal became generally south-easterly, and with these moist winds flowing in 
over the province, local storms with rain began to occur in the eastern and northern districts, 
and on the morning of this day some few stations reported rain. On the 24th pressure 
was again falling, though it was still in excess, but moist south-easterly winds prevailed over 
a large part of the province, and hence again rather numerous local storms with rain 
occarred in the eastern and southern districts. Among other places Narainganj reported a 
violent hailstorm at half-past five on the evening of the 24th, which lasted fifteen minutes, and 
which is said to have done some damage, On the 25th pressure had commenced to rise at 
all except some of the south-western stations, and pressure was in excess by amounts ranging 
up to about an eighth of an inch in the north of the province. Winds usually remained 
south-easterly, and again a few local storms with rain occurred at the northern and eastern 
stations. Hence for the second-half of the week conditions were a little disturbed. 

Pressure-—The genoral average pressure for the week has been above the normal by 
considerable amounts, the excess usually ranging from 0:06” to 0:010". 

Temperature.—There has been a very distinct fall of temperature during the week, and 
the average mean temperature for the week for the whole province has been 0°5° below the 
normal. The defect has, however, been mainly confined to Chota Nagpur and Bihar, for 
slight excess temperatures have still prevailed in South-West and East Bengal and Orissa. 

The actual temperatures registered in the province during the week and the variations 
from the normal values are, however, best seen in the table below, where the average 
temperature data for nine selected stations in different districts of the province are given :— 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal for the week 
ending Saturday, the 25th April 1896. 
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: rw 3 ae - Ls _ = 
i ae ee ee ee re 
Et 
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tee | Fey tee | Fes | $2 | fee | ges | 38 
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EES 3 s= eee gas EE sea S88 | 2 
Outi aw was | 1007 | +94} 787 | 7 | —10 | 905 | oz | are 
Onloutte gab is) ate, wan; ote 95°0 100°0 +5°0 76°3 753 | 10 85°7 87°6 319 
Chittagong = 6. we ww 887 93°3 +#6 72°23 —13 srl $2°8 +7 
Burdwan pen), cee? eee 100° 102°1 +17 710°, 739 —2'6 88°5 88'1 -04 
Patna ae get) ae 1006 1012 “+ #5 21 ey) 88"1 807 | is 
gue ee. Seas, hee 104°5 102"4 —21 16'8 72°7 31 po’? 870 | 36 
; oe aoe oo 100°9 +39 m1 676 —8'5 841 3 | 408 
a Tit Side fe oe vet sate 99°8 0 | —1'8 ™1 -26 86°83 6 | —23 
er yaa Nias oe 617 orl +54 48°6 wi} —rs 561 ora | 421 








- Rainfall.—The following are the only district rainfalls of importance during the past 
week :—Dacca 1:14 inches, Faridpur 0:66 inch, Pabna 0°38 inch, Jessore 0°33 inch, Bogra 
0-19 inch, and Khulna 0°19 inch. 


. ve 











The following table of the temperature and rainfall data of 
_ hemes the province for the week ending Saturday, the 25thof 
1896 :— » ; elt e 4 





014) Nil 


* Daltonganj not included, 
Mergororoerca Orrick, Brenear, A. Pzpizr, 


The 27th April 1896. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengaé, ’ 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro. 


logical Office, Chowringhee, from 19th to 25th April 1896. 


Mona, Date, ak { 








262 Nil 
292 Nil 
84-7 Nil 
262 Nil 
21 Nil 
210 Nil 
204 Nil 


Inches, 
The mean 10 a.m, pressure of the sevendays .., oes woe 29°855 + 
The mean temperature of the seven days ins ii ee af ‘ 
The extreme variation of temperature eye eqs ove 34:7 
The maximum temperature ses ese oe aes 106'5 
The mean 10 a.m. relative et a the seven days eve ove ii 
The total fall of rain from 19th to 25th April 1896 ay ase 
The daily mean tomperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum fore 
San Orrice, Govt. or Inpia, O. Lirriz, 


The 27th April 1896. For Meteorological Reporter to the Qovt. of India. 
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eh ‘ai asia Gass INDIAN RAILWAY. , : 
ansehen of Traffic for the week ended 18th April 1896, on 1,699°70 miles open. 



















Coacurna TRAPPIC. | | Mamcuasprs ap ope gre 


cee | Kole | sea 


Rs, A. P, 


pieieotrarey oe nisaeed ames 4 2 81,093 Nas 214,229 


4,780,021 /*55,02,142 0 0 £3,28,85,218 ° 0 /1,08,48,287+ 9 0) $2,75,205 15 0 /1,66,35,635 8 0 2,281,806) 2,076, 587% srs | astm 
| 1,819,409% | 2,200,1288 | 9,622,6225 


TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILBS RUN, 


<i Total. ” 


ee Total earnings, |- 


Coaching 











Namber of 
passengers, 












Mos. 8. Re, AP) Rs. a. PB RBs. A.B, 
Ladin 10| 6,93,625 11 17,869 0 0} 10,63,870 1 
408 0 5 1 8 8 626 1s 


@: 





5,161,080 | 68,64,617 6 0 | 6,58,80,680 10 |i,15,41,818 4 0| 2,03,074 15 0 1,76,90,005 9 
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Ff a 329,095 41,000 2 0}  85,81,747 30 Az o| 18,658 2 4 1,64, 
” year pend: 5 3,41, 81, 8,064,471 41 11,646,120 9 78,573 187,903 216,536 
Me of previous = seanet 906 8 Of uw 482 5 1 neo C9715 WY ase savade come 
of previous year s» | 4,050,268 | 64,390,076 111 | 6,75,51,671 30 |1,19,00,179 0 2/ 281,851 5 0 |1,76,0,106 7 0) 





1,269,139 | 2,069,241 | 9,338,990 





¢ 
on sosonnt of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 7th ~ 


Do. Mas, » 2,066 


Added somber PS rere ere) 13,665 and = Ras. “Zs } 
Do, vw 6,971 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic fur the week ended 18th April 1896, on 22°23 miles open. 4 
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. 1 
Coacnine Trarric. | MERCHAT DHS any iaicigeerd TRaPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 
{ Y . 
Number of Couchii Weight eta) Liat tay M. é 
Ms ‘umber o} lou! e! ‘ \. wo 
| eC passengers, recsiptar carried, Receipts, Coaching. orchan Total» + 
Rs, a. P, Mps. 6. Rs. a. P. Rs. a. P. Rs. A. P. 
uliraffic for the week — .. *31,240 | 7,487 12 0 8,258 20 819 6 0 15 0 0) 7,82 2 0 1401 
mile of railway... 4. seneee 83613 4 ovceee Mu 610 010 10 Bl 14 0 estes 
previous 14 weeks of half. 
Pili eps sere, ceca £867,835 | 93,263 0 ©}  $1,99,723 30) 37,822 11 0 §187 0 0] 1,00,772 11 0} 16,410 
‘Total for 154 weeks, 399,075 | 1,00,750 12 0 2,07,082 10 7,622 1 0 202 0 0} 1,08,69613 0 17,861 
—eteeenenee| ancemebee cena ——— |__| 
je COMPARISON. 
for corresponding week 
neroae one als. 406), Para 23,591 6,077 9 10 10,708 10 457 4 0 130 0 6,547 13 10 1,177 
Yes of provious year iii ishis 273 6 4 sie mo1/, 095 26 80]... , 
heelsol previous year” in 409,984 | 1,07,412 3 5 2,31,514 0 673 7 3 188.10 6| 1,16,814 5 2 18,087 
| ‘e The jncroaso is due to return pilgrim tenlio, Ba ay 
jo “ans 0 ad is ~ rT fem acgoun soporte ot Sores between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 7th 
Ditto 
‘ 
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DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 

















Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 18th April 1896, on 161'40 miles open. » ies 
SS See. + * 
be Coacutne Taarric, | MBRCHANDIGR AND MINERAL TRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
E peace ___ |Otherearnings Total a 
(estimated). earnings, 2 ys 
N mi 
Laermer td peorimnrd Weightoarried.| Receipts. Conching. phot 























Rs, a. P. Mos. 6. Rs. a. P. Rs, A. P, Ra. a, P 
60 480 0) 95,752 1 0 
os ee ae 0 a 8 Areca) Ales E14 0490 169 8 10 | 


49,42,943 30 | #1,80,076 7 0| t7a1 0 0 | 3,08,307 8 0 
2,55,290 12 0 | 9,092,993 0 | 1,98,140 18 0 rool 


























18,351 4 8 65,788 10 | 12,187 2 0 3% 3 0! 3054 9 8 
us 3 seeoee m5 2 037 180 4 0 
918,404 | 2,72,803 14 7]  14,19,681 10 | 2,01,650 12 0 80915 2 | 4,756,273 9 9 











it Fon account of diflerenco betwoen the approsimate and audited Agures for the wook ended 
7th Barch 1896, 


cit gas ; sage 
We) thy i P »- 
ie Hoke cee 


(Lvcrvpixe N. B., Dacoa, K.-D., and ‘AsigncBrmae Bsctrons.) 
Approximate Return of Trafie and Mileage for the week ended 18th April 1896, on 813 miles open. 










































era MaRcwAanpise AND MivgRaL 2 

, oe Cosomine TRavvic. ees a RAYYIO. Oeidnatontinge ‘Deavvio TRATN-MiLNS 
ow (toctading Tota) earnings, 
ben 4 Number of ‘ a Merchan- 
aan umber ot | Coaching |weightourriea.| Receipt. Conching.| Marana | no, 
os. Ra, a.P, Mos. 8, Re, a. P. Rs, a.P.| Be, a. P 
IF tratiic for the week oy 19878 29,400 0 6 ore 4 ae 14 +4 : 9,040 0 0} 220,890 0 0 81,500 

per mile of rail ai B ‘ih 12°00 2@0 t2 0 «0 cadoan, Bie 
1S wee of baii- > oe 

‘ai wi on anne | 8,081,620 | 16,00,620 0 0 1,11,70,610 0 | 18,25,195 0 0 | 2,24,008 0 0 §*36,07,429 0 0] 416,533 | 442,570 
Motul for 16 weeks. 728,900 | 11,00,020 0] 2,18,47,460 0 | 19,05,085 0 0 | 284,28 0 0 | 89,78,915 0 '0| 478,039 
: SE | | SS | | | ct ene] med 
a OOMPARISON. 

‘Bota! for corresponding period ; 

of POE ce. 08 2. th 190,320 90,516 0 0 7,235,440 0 | 93,555 0 0| 16,876 0 0) 1,09,087 0 0 30,054 
Per ‘of railway correspond- 
feiss coca 234 m0 0 892 0 5 0 0 400 230 0 0 eeseee 
to corresponding date of 

he previous your... | 8,301,018 | 16,08,224 0 0} 1,40,74,943 0 | 21,18,902 0 0) 3,16,066 0 0 | 41,341,092 0 0 | 484,868 615;572" | 1,000, 
| LT 
ley = 
| ay * Audited up to 20th February 1806, 
by t Broinding steamer earnings. iy 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 















































ie Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 18th April 1896, on 125 miles open. 
C—— = 
/ * Coacuine TRarric. Manonamnyy axp Muna TPRAPPIC TRAIN-MILRS 20x, 
B — er 1 Total 
b Other earnings. 
ee Nomberof | Coaching Weight Roce earnings. Merchan- j 
Ast paaengere: receipts. carried, ipts. Couching. ise. 
Ra, a. P. Mos. 8. Ra. ALP. Ra, a.P. Res, a.P. 
ws 31, 10,840 0 0 43,920 0 2,970 0 0 600 0 O} 14,410 0 0 3,500 172 
eaeer: ‘. ‘to3 0 0 31 0| M4 0 0 800, HS 08] ware Sie] om 
it | 
15 wooks of wall) Gigszo | 177,108 0 0 | 9,00,750 0] 60,981 6 | 2,849 0 0 | 2,99,785 0 0| 40,638 | 39,006 
| i pa | es ees | eee) ene ees | as 
Total for 10 weeks. 490,460 | 1,87,003 0 0 9,58,670 0 63,251 0 0 2,919 0 0} 2,54,193 0 0 53,038 35,206 | SMM 
So | | | eases |roartaniene saan sania tree |aesimsessnees| dl 
OompPanison. “| 
os : od. " 
‘of Rotver nding, Pe si9 | 10,806 0 0 62,741 0 4,511 0 0 690 0 0} 16,007 0 0 3,500 2,172 e 
| Per mile of sree 30 0 0 502 0 36 0 0 600 1800) an ahs i 
‘a te of of 
moi corey s paar es =| Saasons | 1.707745 0 0 12,90,088 0 | 85,408 0 0 | 2,816 0 0| 9,067,903 0 0| 51,447 35,904 ° 
* Audited up to 20th February 1806, | 


re i DAOUA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 18th April 1896, on 86 miles open, 
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CoacuIne TRAFIC, | strmomamnie Oat later TRAPYIO TRAIN-MILBS RUS, 





Rea. P. Rs. a. P. 
ae Heri ge 
san 0 0 


855,410 | 1,165,224 0 0 304,810 0 86,868 0 0 


18,482 v| 1,800 0 0 
0 0 0 24 0 woo 
5,568,029 0 | 53,010 0 0 


* Audited up to 20th February 1806, 















(Ixctopes rue Trnuvr Starz Rattway.) oe 
Approvimate Return of Traffic for the week ending 11th April 1896 on 756 miles open. h ‘ 


MmpRoMANDIsEAND MinzRa. 
Ooaontne TRavyic. ‘TRABBIC. 





* other others pal 
incluting earnings. 
i 
“tb ngs: 







Number of 
passengers, 





Re. Mps. Rs. 
(a) 44,190 5,00,680 568,690 13,100 850 
58°37 62°28 TT 17°33 Mega? ae aoe , 
6,00,527 65,20,902 8,99,261 1,91,901 17,00,779 | 






70,21,582 bats 















4,50,546 
50636 
66,38,214 


59,457 
‘78°64 
9,16,411 


13,024 
17°23 
1,82,236 


1,22, 543 
ph a ns [rr sevens 
18, 51,356 




















perreame is due to slack traffic io generally. 
neréase is due to brisker traflic, 
rosy eit audited figures up to week ending 15th February 1896, ¢ 


DARJEKELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 














Rs. a. P. 
Approximate earnings for the week ending 18th April 1896 «~ we =17,264 0 0 
Corresponding period of 1895 oe - ove oe «w 14,084 0 0 
Increase et we aS ee < «8,180 0 0 Fi 
Receipts per mile for the week =e 18th April 1896... - oon 335 8 1 
Corresponding period of 1895... oon ee oes wee 276 2 8 t 
Increase oe on in oe "hae aus 62 5 5 
Receipts from Ist Seaneey to 18th April 1896 ee sss 1,98,376 0 0 
Corresponding period of 1895 ons ose oo oo 1,98,345 0 0 
| Increase oscil oe im ons ee 31 0 0 
. ae 
| 
a 
| | 
| * 
- ‘ > 
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WATER-SUPPLY. 





The following reports on the scarcity of water are published for general 


eo H. H. Ristery. 
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
Caucurta, 
The 6th May 1896. 


No. 569, dated Bankura, the 29th April 1896, 
From—N. Bonnam-Oarrnr, Esa., Offg. Magistrate of Bankura, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department, 

Ix continuation of my letter No, 518, dated 23rd instant, I have the honour 
to submit my. full rey report on the condition of water-supply of this district 
for the week ending 29th April. ie : 

2. Since my report a Special Sub-Committee have been organized by 
the District Board to consider, in consultation with the District Engineer and 
the Subdivisional Officer of Vishnupur, what prompt measures can be taken to 


i f water, 
te on ae piipendl 40 in Opcild Sub-Committee, the District Engineer 
has been given an advance of Ks. 400 in order to sink temporary wells to 
meet the immediate wants in parts where the want of good wator is keenly felt. 
~” Fartl er, on the recommendation of the Sub-Committee, the sinking of 16 


of 









~ masonry wells, viz. 9 in the Sadar and 7 in the iV. 
been sanction , the cost being met out of the additional grant of ; 
which, as reported in my letter No. 518, dated 23rd instant, has been 







the Board in their last meeting. With the object of starting the 7 wells in — 


the subdivision, Rs. 509 have been placed'to the credit of the Chairman of the 
Local Board for expenditure on requisition made by the Subdivisional Officer. 
4. No reports have yet been received as to the progress made in the 
works, I have, however, directed the District Engineer to submit p 
reports for the Sadar, and the Subdivisional Overseer for the Vishnupur, subdi- 
vision to the Sub-Committee for submission to me. 
5. The scarcity of water has not, so far as I have been able to ascer- 
tain, reached a critical stage in any part of this district. ‘There was a slight 
shower of rain on the 28th, but hardly sufficient to afford any general relief. 








No. 789, dated Hooghly, the 80th April 1896, 
From—J. Lana, Esa., Officiating Magistrate of Hooghly, 
Po—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

Iw continuation of my letter No. 722 on the water famine in this district, 
dated 2ist instant, I have the honour to report that during the past week, 
conditions have remained practically the same, 

2, Slight showers of raim were experienced on 25th and 26th, but were of 
no great consequence. On the evening of 28th rain fell heavily to the eastern 
portion of the district for about half an hour, and an inch of rain has been 
reported at head-quarters. 

This has been sufficient to lay the dust and clear the atmosphere of much 
that is prejudicial to health. But otherwise the people are no better off than 
before. 

The Executive Engineer, Northern Drainage and Embankment 
Division, reports that there is no water in the Damodar Canal, and so the 
Saraswati and other rivers, which supply drinking-water to the riparian villages 
in this district, and which are fed from the canal, are equally dried up. 

4. In the sadar subdivision the work of well excavation proposed less 
than a fortnight ago is already well under way. The Subdivisional Officer of 
Serampore has succeeded by his energy in visiting the majority of the sites 
I suggested, and hopes to begin the work ‘at once. He reports:—“ Everywhere 
TI found people digging holes, and no encouragement is needed for this work.” 

5. ‘Lhe Subdivisional Officer of Jahanabad, where water is much needed, 
reports a non possumus to the proposal to excavate large masonry wells. Neither 
bricks nor expert labour is available in these back blocks, and so I am allowi 
ring wells to be sunk in larger numbers, but at a lesser cost. The Subdivisio: 
Officer is loud in declaiming on the a thy of the people, and his reports would 
show that they are less inclined to help themselves than the people on this side 
of the district. Many of the tank proprietors are taking advantage of the 
season to clean and excavate their tanks. 

"6. In some instances I have had occasion to issue peremptory notice under 
the Criminal Procedure Code forbidding dhobis and fishermen from following 
their calling during the present drought at the risk of endangering human life. 
Many of these notices were issued at the request of the local residents, and 
others on the representation of the police. 
. I am glad to be able'to report that ‘cholera in the district has very 
considerably abated, and of cattle disease there is none. 


No. 1519J.G., dated Krishnagar, the 30th April 1896. 
From—J. H. E. @. , . Magi j e 
-To—The Becastary to t the. een OMe Monee, ae Department, 
- Jw continuation of my No. 1389J.G., dated 21st instant, on the subject of 
the water-supply in this ct, I have the honour to state that the . 
abled bare anon secired tata. dim Genser) Wein ae ee ee 
ave confirmes ini he state of affai 
_is not so grave as to give rise to any ani 28 “ia recon ~ aif 


as 


1a rinet 






the Sadar there are about 90 villages the water-supply 
h is han off, but in all of these ‘othe wells have Beg 
been dug, and the villa them are in no difficulty for water, No cattle 
have died from want of water. 
8. In the Ranaghat subdivision there are only some 20 yillages the 
wer rorply of which is more than one mile off: the villagers aro digging 
kutcha wells at their own expense, and no serious difficulty is being experienced. 
No cattle have died from want of water. 
nt The reports from the Meherpur subdivision are somewhat incom 
but, so far as I can judge, no serious difficulty is being felt. 
to have died from want of water, but I should doubt the accuracy of this report. 

5. In the Kushtia subdivision no cattle have died from want of water, and 
in four out of five thanas, villagers are freely sinking kutcha wells, In 
Daulatpur thana it is reported that the people are not taking any steps to hel 
themselves. I am issuing special instructions to the thana officer to himself visit 
the worst villages and get the villagers to dig wells in his presence. I am also 
deputing the pat Deputy Collector of Kushtia for this work. 

6. During the last four days we have had more than 2% inches of rain in 
the Sadar subdivision, and this has been a great relief, I have not as yet 
received definite reports on the rainfall in the subdivisions, but I believe that 
the whole district has received a fair amount of rain. 

7. The people generally are being freély encouraged to apply for taccavi 
loans to enable them to excavate tanks, I have received lists of all the silted-up 


tanks in the district, and I am issuing notices on thé owners, suggosting that 
they should re-excavate them. 





plete, 
One cow is reported 





No. 72M., dated Berhampur, the 29th April 1896. 
From—B. V. Levinan, Esq., Magistrate of Murshidabad, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

In continuation of my letter No. 57M., dated the 23rd April 1896, on the 
subject of the supply of drinking-water in this district, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a copy of a ary? 8. by the District Board at a 
meeting held on the 27th instant. It be seen that the Resolution 
substantially bears out the opinion expressed in my letter above referred to, 
viz., that there is no reason to apprehend any distress on account of the want 
of drinking-water, at least so far as this district is concerned. Where complaints _ 
_of the want of drinking-water are found to be well grounded, cuteha or ordinary 
wells with baked rings are being sink, and a considerable number of these have 
already been completed. In some instances where ap lications for immediate 
relief Re been received, it has transpired on enquiry that the villagers do not 
want wells, but what they ask for is the excavation of tanks which will be 
useful for purposes other than the supply of drinking-water. In fact the at 
majority of the applications are for tanks, and very few for wells, which shows 
that it 1s not immediate relief that is required. In two or three instances 
orders have been issued to commence work on the re-excavation of small tanks, 
the zamindars or the villagers having agreed to bear half the cost, but in the 
majority of cases work on tanks will have to be postponed until after the rainy 

2, From what I have said above it will be seen that there is very little 
need for the immediate expenditure of District Board money on water-supply, 
Moreover, good rain has fallen in parts of the district since my last letter was 
written. What is really required is rather a systematic endeavour to improve 
the su of drinking-water throughout the district by excavating and reserving 
tanks og wells for this purpose in places where they are most needed. This, 
eepeter, cannot be done in a hurry, and time will be required for selecting 
sites inducing zamindars and the villagers to co-operate in the work. 

This is the policy advocated: by the District Board, and efforts will now be 
rng pare if the Mecting of the Distret Board of Murshidabad 
iy SY ings of ei t) d 
 opeiakeeba Theta on the 27th Aprit 1896. ieGEE 
eta” jroular No. 22L:8.G., dated the 2nd April 1896, regarding — 
-jmprovem na srk | tearm pe with the subsequent letters and telegrams sgerting | 





Syigapet 
It ved that the is 4,00 already provided 

meeting. was reso! sum 0 4,000— § in 
Budget estimates for 1896-97 be raised to Rs. 6,000. alge of hue 
provided for, Rs. 1,500 will be met from the closing balance of the maiee estimates, and the — 
remaining Rs. 500 from the donation received from Babu Mukunda Lal Barman, t 

A general discussion then followed as to the condition of the sapply of ing-water 
in the district, and the best means of expending District Board money thereon. — 
a that so far as this district is con although there is undoubtedly a scarcity 
of good drinking-water in places removed from rivers and tanks, the scarcity is not such as 
to give rise to any apprehension of general distress on this account. number of pucoa — 
wells are at present in course of construction at the expense of the District Board, but it was 
agreed that the season was too far advanced to start the construction now of new pucoa wells 
or the excavation of tanks on any extensive scale. ‘There are works which must be postponed 
until the rainy season is over. In the meanwhile enquiries should be made ‘as to the 
villages in which a permanent improvement of the supply of drinking-water is desirable, 
with a view to the construction of pucca wells or the excavation.of tanks in those 
. Endeayours should also be made in the interval’ to induce zamindars and villagers to 
co-operate in the work, either by contributing a portion of the cost or by supplying labour 
for the purpose. For the present the money should be spent in sinking cufcha wells or 
ordinary wells with baked earthen rings in the dried-up beds of tanks and rivers in villages 
where the want of drinking-water is specially felt and immediate relief is needed, in deepen- 
ing and cleaning wells where this required, and in deepening or re-excavating small tanks on * 
which the work can be completed before the rainy season commences. 
















No. 837G., dated Jessore, the 28th April 1896. 
From—F. 8. Hamuron, Esa., Magistrate of Jessore, 
To—The Secretary’ to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

In continuation of this office No. 798G., dated the 24th instant, I have the 
honour to submit the following report about the progress of water-supply in 
this district. 

2. In the Sadar subdivision temporary wells in 20. villages were sanc- 
tioned, on the recommendation of the District Superintendent of Police, during 
the week which has just expired. J tS 

8. In the Narail subdivision seventeen tanks have beon excavated or re- 
excavated by private individuals. The Subdivisional Officer expects more 
tanks to be excavated or re-excavated by private agency. Twelve tem 
wells have been dug with the District Board’s aid in that subdivision under the 
supervision of the Subdivisional Officer. Besides these, sixty-five temporary 
wells have been dug by private individuals. The Subdivisional Officer reports 
that he does not expect water scarcity in his subdivision, but that want of 
eo drinking-water is felt by the people living away from the riverside in 

e midst of bhils. 

4. In the Bongaon subdivision twenty temporary wells have been dug 
with the aid of the District Board by the Board’s Overseer under the super- 
vision of the Subdivisional Officer. Two new tanks have been saoasenahia 
private individuals in this subdivision, and the Subdivisional Officer is making 
attempts to induce zamindars and other people to follow suit. ; 

& In the Jhenidah subdivision six wells have been dug with the aid 
given by the Board since my first report, so that in all twenty-four wells have 
been dug in that subdivision. Besides that a tank is being excavated at a 
village called Bejaypur in this subdivision by the District Board. 

6. In sabdivision Magura twenty-one temporary wells have been du 
by the Board’s Overseer under the supervision of the Subdivisional Officer. 
A tank at a village called Bonagram is being excavated by the Board at 
considerable expense. _ hi 

_ 7, Except in the case of Narail, the Subdivisional Officers’ reports do not 
show exhaustively what progress is being made by people themselves in 


removing the want of water. I have, in view of the recent rainfall, directed 


that help should only be given where the villagers are willing to contribute 
labour themselves. : . iapkieay 
8. As regards the town of Jessore, the Commissioners have reserved three 
athe, for, deinking ‘puapotes and thrown open one tank for bathing. 
have resolved to dig a few holes in the dry bed of the river Bhairab for supply 
f of water for opbes emia and to sink 4 wells in different parts of the town 
_ for supply of good drinking-water, and haye ordered 4 Norton’s tube wells for. 
~~ the same purpose, <ieaelganel 
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; Esa. istrate of | 

a -To—The Secretary to the Government of Genel Fascia Department. 

. _ Wiru reference to your telegram of the 20th instant, calling for a report 
msi to the condition of the district as regards water-supply and mys what sdian 
has been taken, I have the honour to state that scarcity of drinking-water is 
felt principally in the Satkhira subdivision and also in the Bagerhat and Sadar 
subdivisions, though in a less degree. Copies of Government circular No. 
24Medl. of the 11th instant have beon sont to the Subdivisional Officers, request- 
ing them to candy ont the instructions contained therein as early as possible. 

2. Ihave further directed them and the Deputy Magistrates at Sadar to 
eonvene all the collecting members of the panchayets in the areas suffering from 
scarcity of water, and to convey to them the contents of the Government circular 
with a view to making them as widely known as possible. 

8. Ihave also asked these officers to instruct the panchayats to use their — 
. influence to induce the people to help themselves, and to explain to them clearly 
that the District Board is not able to supply water to everybody, the want 
being universal, in order that this fact may become generally known throughout 
“the district. 
4, As villagers are not likely to undertake digging operations for them- 
"selves, I have already directed the Snbdivisional Officers to organize self-help. 
among the villagers m the manner indicated in the circular bee» yl the 
Commissioner’s suggestion. A beginning will be made in some selected vilaaen 
under the personal supervision of the Subdivisional Officers and an officer 
specially deputed in the Sadar subdivision. I also propose to enlist the services 
of individual members of the District and Local Boards for this purpose. 

5. I have further requested the Subdivisional Officers to come up quickly 
to the Collector with proposals for granting land-improvement loans. 

6. The District and Local Boards five been urged by me to convene 
special meetings for the purpose of considering this important question with a 
view to stimulating self-help and organizing digging arrangements by the 
individual questions of the members, a list is also under preparation of all the 
principal villages containing tanks capable of improvement and re-excavation, in 
a that the District Board may take as many of them as practicable in hand. 
each year. 








‘: A 
No. 590J., dated Dinajpur, the 28th April 1896, ve 
From—B. K. Muttick, Esa., Magistrate of Dinajpur, 
To—Tho Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financia Department. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram dated 20th 
instant, requesting mo to report the condition of the Gotrict in respect of water- 
supply, and the steps taken by the District Board to supply good drinking- 
water for the people. 

2. In reply, I beg to state that, after consulting the Subdivisional Officer 
and other local officers, I am satisfied that there is no scarcity of water this 
year. In the north the Subdivisional Officer of Thakurgaon reports that the 
district is plentifully supplied with wells and that there is no scarcity of water. 
The soil is ight and sandy and the wells are easily dug. 

8. In the Sadar subdivision the country is well supplied with tanks, 
The soil is hard ‘clay, and wells are difficult to dig. The District Board have, 
however, for the last few years been steadily supplying pucca masonry wells 
wherever the want of good drinking water ‘was felt. At the present moment »” 
. is constructing five wells in the south of the district at a cost of nearly 

5,000. : 

4, Speaking generally, I cannot say that the drought with which we ~’ 

have been visited has had ey effect on the subsoil moisture of the land. Asa 

matter of fact the spring water level (8 to 10 feet) is higher this year than 

usual. T can find no explanation for this curious fact, but it is borne out by 

the withered appearance of grass and shrubs whose roots Jie on the surface, 

while the big trees which penetrate deeper are beautifully green and fresh. == 
| __6. ‘The rivers are low, but this district does not depend upon them for its 
water-supply. 
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- From—W. Maxwatt, Esq., Offg. Deputy Commissioner, Jalpai EA 





To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. hati 

In continuation of my letter No. 662J., dated 22nd instant, I have the” 
honour to state that during the last three days there has been a rainfall of 
between 8 and 4 inches here. ‘his has filled the wells and removed all danger. 
of the people suffering from want of water. 

2. The reports which I have received and further personal py abi made 
by me in the mufassil have confirmed my oe report that wells are easily 
made, water is found at no great depth, and the people were not feeling the 
drought acutely. } 

3. Notices were issued that money would be lent under the Agricultural 
Loans Act, but no application has been made for such loan. 

4, No complaint has been made about want of water by villagers to the 
District Board. The District Board was ready to assist the people, but no 

application was made for assistance, 

5. The jotedars of Falakata at a meeting held on the 8th March last 
resolved to spend Rs. 1,600 on making wells. 

6. The people of this district are self-reliant, and besides water is easily” 
procurable. | 

7. There need be no further apprehension of the supply of drinking- 
water running short in this district. 

8. Meanwhile I shall have enguiries made as to suitable places for 
wells to be sunk by the District Board. 


» 


e No. + xXiy=a¢7 dated Rangpur, the 28th April 1896. 
’ _ From—J. H. Temrrt, Ese., Officiating Magistrate of Rangpur, 
; To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

In continuation of this office No. 902J., dated 21st April 1896, I have the 
honour to state that reports as to the scarcity of drinking water have since been 
received from the District Engineer and from the Subdivisional Officers of 
Nilphamari and Kurigram, but not from the Subdivisional Officer of Gaibanda. 
The Subdivisional Officer of Nilphamari states that ‘ring-wells are generally 
used by the inhabitants of this subdivision, and the supply of water is sufficient. 
It is very easy to dig a well here, as the soil is aurial and a good supply of 

ure water is always available; almost every householder has a well or two in 
house.” The Subdivisional Officer of Kurigram reports that “scarcity of 
_ water is felt more or less at this season in normal years, but in the present year 
it is more acute on account of the exceptional dryness and want of rain,” but 
thinks that nothing need at present be done, as storms and rain are shortl 
expected. A copy of the whole report of the District Engineer is pie 
‘Yesterday morning at Rangpur there was a rainfall of 1:99 inches. The weather 
is cloudy, and more rain is expected. I agree with the opinion of the District 
Engineer that “there is no scarcity of water in the district, though there is 
some little difficulty in getting good drinking water at places and some difficulty 
of water at places for cattle.” No complaint of scarcity of water or application 
for assistance appears to have been received by any Government official or 
officer of the District Board, and unless the season proves to be stiil further 
abnormal, 1 do not anticipate any serious scarcity of drinking water. 


No. 55, dated Rangpur, tho 27th April 1896. 


. 7 : 
a From—The District Boginees eat ur, 
re To—The Magistrate 6f Rangpur. wi 


rh I nave the honour to state that since I lest reported to you verbally at your house on 
the supply of drinking water in the district, no reports from the Overseers, nor complaints 
y from the people about its scarcity have been received, although I have ordered and 
subordinates to make enquiries about it. In fact, as I last there is no scarcity of 
water in the district, though there is some little ditticulty in foting drinking water at 
' places and some difficulty of water at places for cattle. cept at a few spots where the 
substratum is either badly leh clay or very soft loam, water of good quality can be had 
K. in abundance everywhere by digging a few feet of ground, and every ablobodied man im a 
rural bustee knows aud does his own well himself; still, however, the District Board is not . 


Aci we, wee 


_ the District Board and t 





' es ie _aarmme 
c ay ag 1 gem Ioan Hid, In anticipation of 
sani begun in 12 old peers sioner, work in dredging, deepening, and repair- 
ing has been begun in 12 old maso: wells in 12 rural villages in which water, havin e 

down, the wells are not supplying water sufficient for the Inte ite 

*  Oonstruction of a new masonry well 4 feot diameter has been taken in hand at 
in thana Ulipur. The people use the water of an old tank in which now there is 
very little water, and that also in filthy state, 
*. Another new masonry well 6 feet diameter is approaching to completion in taluk 

cities gee a villag 
'y ®& batch of men is driving down tube-wells in vi es in which some lit! 

difficulty of water had been known. . bios 

_ More in my next report which will follow shortly. There has been a good shower of 
rain this morning, and I believe there has been some water now in holes, holiows and 
channels for use of cattle. One or two more showers like this will do immense good in 
alleviating the water diflioulty, if there had been a little anywhere. 




















No. 1514, dated Arrah, the 24th April 1896. 

From—W. Ecxrton, Esq., Offg. District Magistrate, Shahabad, 

To—The Secretary to the Goverument of Bengal, Municipal Dept., Darjeeling. 
_. Wire reference to Government Circular No. 22L.8.-G., dated the 2nd 
April 1896, and your telegram of the -20th instant on the subject of water- 
supply, I have the honour to report as follows, 

There is no present apprehension of scarcity of water in this district, 
and no complaints have reached me as yet. The only tracts likely to be 
affected to. some extent are parts of the Sasaram and ‘Bhabua subdivisions, 





which are not commanded by the Sone Canal system. Tanks are not the 4 


sources of drinking water-supply in this district, 

2. A large portion of the district is traversed by the Sone Cunal system, © 
the water of which is freely used for drinking purposes by the people, and the 
District Board has been from time to time improving the water-supply in the 
rural tracts by the cleansing of tho existing tanks and wells and by the sinking 
of new wells along the sides of roads as well as in villages, 

3. The District Board has allotted Rs. 3,000 for water-supply in the 
district during 1896-97, and estimates are being prepared for the construction 
of,roadside wells by the District Engineer, which will absorb about Rs. 1 ,000. 
out of this. The Divisional Commissioner in his No. 152G.—Cir., dated 8rd 
April 1896, paragraph 6, has authorised the District Board to undertake works 
for the supply of water irrespective of budget provision up to a limit Tt 
Rs, 10,000; and in order to enable the District Board to take immediate action 

if necessary, the Subdivisional Officers and the District Superintendent o 
Police have been instracted to i eae the name of any village where the present 
 Water-supply is deficient, or likely to become so. “A meeting of the District 
Board has been called to consider the question, and in the meantime it is hoped . 
that reports from subdivisions will be received. ‘In addition to this I have 
written demi-officially to all Subdivisional Officers with regard to carrying out 
closely the instructions of Government contained in Government Circular 
No, 22L.8.-G., dated 2nd April 1896, and the instructions given My the Sanitary 
Commissioner as to the use of permanganate of potassium for disinfection of 
wells in his No. 452, dated 29th November 1895. Instructions have also been 
given to the Chairmen of the Dumraon and Jagdispur Municipalities on this 
subject, and indents for permanganate of potassium have been made hoth by 
hie Municipalities. The Subdivisional Officers and 
» leading zamindars of the district have also been instructed to encourage well 
digging, where necessary, by private individuals, 

_ The District rae fully recognises its liability to assist Government 
in combating such calamities, and, while watching the course of events closely, 
is willing to afford adequate relief os necessity arises, — i 
_ 4. Notices will be widely published in the district that loans will be 

eadily given under the rules in force to individuals or to bodies of villagers 
binding themselves jointly and severally under the Land Improvement Loans 
Act for the construction of wells, tanks and other works for the storage, supply 

or distribution of water for the use of men and cattle employed in agriculture, 
Instructions to Subdivisional Officers on this subject have already issued. . 
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as eu the town the water-works give a large supply of pur 
vater, and there is no indication of the supply being likely to run. sh 
ite “which could only. occur in the event of the Sone river becomi 
unusua y dry and sand banks forming in its bed. chi a cA pinks tes 

As ee the district I agree with the District Engineer in thinking that 
the only places where failure of a is possible are the non-irrigated 
tracts in the Sasaram and Bhabua subdivisions as above stated. As soon 
as I receive the reports from these subdivisions I shall know what action, if any, 
is required in these tracts. In the meantime the present scheme of the District 
Board for cleansing and repairing wells will be continued. 










No. 567, dated Motihari, the 24th April 1896. 
From—The Magistrate of Cham 4 
To—The Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal, Financial Dept., Darjeeling. 

Wirn reference to your telegram dated the 20th instant, calling for a report 
regarding action taken by the District Board to meet anticipate aie 
drinking-water, I have the honour to report that the District Engineer has ei. 
instructed to push on the work of cleaning out and repairing roadside 
wells, for which there is a provision of Rs. 2,500 in the budget for the current 
year, and to report if there is scope for more work of this kind or for sinking 
additional roadside wells. Inquiries were also instituted to ascertain whether 
there is any real scarcity of drinking-water in the villages, but so far no such 
scarcity has been reported, and from all I hear no distress on this account 
need be anticipated in this district. There was good rain here at the close of 

the rainy season such as was not got elsewhere, and the District Engineer 
informs me that the water level is only about 12 feet below the surface. 
Hore and there some kutcha village wells and pools, used to supply water for 
cattle, are said to be drying up, but I have not heard of any village in which no 
source of water-supply is available. There are, of course, wells that the people 
want cleaned out, Put this is the case every year, and they have been 
accustomed to arrange this for themselves. The people who suffer most are 
travellers; but, as has already been stated, the improvement of the water-supply 
» along te 2 _ being attend ~ oe ‘i ai : ; 
2. ith reference to the latter ur telegram, I may inform you 
* that the Subdivisional Officer of Betta had deonity been eds ak by te in 
rendering assistance in this matter. 


bi No, 228G., dated Purnea, the 28th April 1896. 


SS =e 


From—J. H. Bernaxp, Hso., Collector of Purnea, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

Ix continuation of my letter No. 154G., dated 21st instant, I have the 
honour to submit my first weekly report as directed. 

2, LI learn from my Subdivisional Officers that there is not the slightest 
cause for anxiety as to the water-supply in this district. The Subdivisional 
Officer of Araria reports that ‘‘every household of ordinary means” has a ring- 
well of its own. Me 

3. No complaints of scarcity of water have up to date been received. 


No. 368 G., Camp Bakool Hat, the 22nd April 1896, 
From—J. ©. Price, Eso., Magistrate of Malda, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. ; 

I nave the honour to report in reply to your tel of the 20th instant 
that the condition of the district pu Age "ot yaa dael has not become so 
accentuated that any action of the District Board is at all necessary, at any 
rato for the present, Not a single report of complaint of scarcity of water Is as 

hed me, though I am touring at present in camp in the highest lands *y 

of the district, and the police have everywhere been warned to give me tho f 
vs : * ee 

Nhat . : ; y . Ngee? oe 


om 


Board who; Parke ‘ ay 


onctaken iby «me “in “anticipal oc aa 
“range cipation of 


H to any 

ur and | expedients. 1: H the emergency arises (it) h, 
I will..dig the cheap »wells) used in times rat -dcodighe seal 
mean those excavated. to, a depth: of 40 vor 50 feet according to 


exigency, with sides encased in circular rings of pottery pared the count 
eit ati Such wells will cost not more:than Re. 10-te ts. 5 jowh betas Necoiate 
tube-wells will cost four times as much, The wells will onl be for tem- 
eeeney use;_the people will not use them permanently, but will revert to the 
use of tanks as soon as the water-famine comes to an end. Tho excavation — 
of tanks is a matterthat bristles with difficulties: the owners’ will not make 
them over to the District Board ee improvement; but where- 
ever a tank can be re-excayated to redound to the public benefit, the Board will 
take the necessary steps. The re-excavation, of . tanks, however, ‘will not prove 
of much profit this year, but it,will in the next... What is necessarily engaging: 
my t attention now is the anticipated. water-famine of the ‘present: season,’ 
T may add that the subsoil water is not falling lower—rathor rising. | The’ 
rivers aro ey ne apparently from the melting of the snows on the 
hills, and. the, subsoil water is found nearer the surface than it was last month, 
“oe pe of the tanks in the English Bazar Municipality has proved 
2. To give you some idea of the features of the district, and to show 
you why a water-famine is not to be readily apprehended here, I will state here: 
hat there are five rivers,which either bound. or intersect the district; these are 
the Ganges on the west and south-west, with its numerous depressions (dobas 
_ in the vernacular), the Kalindri, the Mahananda, the Tangan}‘and the Purna- 
bhaba on the eastern borders, More.than half. ofthe. district is supplied with": 
good potable water from these rivers, « The barind. or high lands between thetti” 
or to the east of the Purnabhaba is honeycombed with + e;remains: of old and’ 
isused tanks, dug in the time of a former dynasty: it may: be Hindu; it may 
be Muhammadan. These old tanks. are now being jcalled’ into requisition 3° 
there is not a village which has not several of.them.: One ‘or two in’ i 
village contain fairly good water. I am mow using the water, cand am fairly * 
competent to speak on the: subject. It is not clean; is af and: discoloured ; ' 
. but when boiled and,allowed to stand for a certain numberof. weave. Beg quite 
good enough for drinking, and of course. can be used without any harm aceru-" 
iug in the bath, On the whole the district:is better-off than most‘others-in the” 
matter of potable water; but if necessary, I shall be prepared to dig wells 
_ wherever wanted, 








No. 344R., dated Dumka, the, 27th, April 1896...) 14 
From—R, Cansrams, Hsq., Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Parganas, © ; 
To—The Secretary to the Government)of Bengal, Financial Department. wdiy 
____ In continuation of No.,263R..of 21st.instant, I have the honor to: report”! 
that prospects have, if anything, improved. There has been rain in parts of 
the district, and more is hoped for, . ; ; : ran 
© Qu. The com eer in charge is raft img at Rajmahal, endeavouring to 
for relief of iasunterdasiins ere, and I have authorised the digging 
out of a:tank in-that-place, = ' ; 
«Three wells are being taken in hand on the roadside from Dumka to 
Rampur Hat. § yy * 54 (ih os 
pian So been sanctioned from the ward’s estate for repairs of reservoirs, 
and the same thing is being done in the Government estate of Damin-i-koh. 
I have reason to believe that a good deal .of work in the. way of -water- 


‘Asmar edad aby wat ivate - . One intelligent landlord, Babu 
reservoirs. is. being done eigen persons. One intelligent landlord, 

Charan Singh, ghatwal.of Bamongwan in the Deoghur subdivision, who 

Rom to be at ahah business, informed me. that he has’ five bandhs 


_ Aappen 4 estimated. to cost about Rs. 2,000 in all. I have no #eason 
e d, Sa am only one doing this, as I only heard of his work by 













ian HE eae 
_ From the reports of officers, I find that th 
yorkix doi vel their supply of drinking-water. O 
the Subdivisional Officer reports, care enough about w | 
f aes they do not. mind doing it if paid for the work. The reports leave _ 
my mind a general impression that for the sake of fodder and ploughing, an 
the mango crop, rain would be yery welcome, It would also improve the 
drinking-water-supply both for cattle and for men: that, although short, is — 
not yet so very short as to cause disease or urgent distress. _ Beri iy 
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INSPECTION REPORT OF THE SANITARY COMMISSIONER ON THE 
CUTTACK MUNICIPALITY. EN g yay Gane ee 





No, 1926M., the 5th May 1896,—The following report is published for — 
cone information, with the remark that the Lieutenant-Goyernor trusts that 
the Municipal Cornmissioners of Cuttack will be able to adopt a scheme for a 
' filtered water-supply, and improve their system of drainage in the manner 
suggested by the Sanitary Commissioner. . aH i 
H. H, RISLEY, 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


INSPECTION REPORT OF THE SANITARY COMMISSIONER ON — 
THE CUTTACK MUNICIPALITY, 


Status of the Municipality.—This is the largest and most important town 
in the Orissa Division, of which it is also the head-quarters, ‘The area is 5 
square miles, and the population 47,186, of whom 5,976 are rate-payers. ‘The 
income of the Municipality during the last official year 1894-95 was Rs. 47,850, 
including. an opening balance of Rs. 363, and the expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 39,690, .The birth-rate during the year 1895 was returned at 23-94, and 
the death-rate at 26:95. The Civil Surgeon for some years now has been — 
Chairman of the Municipality. Babu Ram Sankar Ray, a local pleader, is the 
Vice-Chairman. : 

2% Recommendation at the last Sanitary Inspection.—Tho last thoroagh * 
sanitary inspection of the town was made in January 1887 by the thon Sani- 
tary Commissioner, Dr. Lidderdale, who wrote a long and useful note for the 
information and guidance of the Municipal Commissioners. The Municipality - 
was also, I am informed, inspected by my predecessor, Dr. Gregg, in 1806, bee 
I cannot find any record of his inspection either in the Sanitary Contigo 8 
office in Calcutta, or in the Municipal office at Cuttack. I can, therefore, o 
compare the condition of the town, as described by Dr, Lidderdale in 1887, 
in te: state psa bec: it on the 10th and 11th March 1896, shay 

erdale said that the conservancy arrangements were, on the whole 
_ defective, and suggested the following improvements :—_ ie re side Rid 
(a) Stricter supervision over the work of the. executive. establishment, 
A fixed hour for the deposit of household refuse on the roadside, 


c) Removal of the piles of rubbish accumulations at the backs of rs 
which was one of the most prominent insanitary features of the 


town. pe esetr feel? ia 

. ad) Wheel-barrows for the removal of s gs from narrow lanes. | a 
- () Barrel carts for the removal of fluid ref m: ait 

| : a Mea co oie 
NG) ibition of the collection within house : i ; 
trie pone Over. private’ catile-sbeds valtuated ithne’ Goce: 
APRS, 9d: or MEN OMT ik nc ee ee ee 
_(Q) Removal of the pig-styes beyond municipal limits, = 
Pb eshte Lik 780. bear fee 8 eae Anti ae Ste Ry sl: 7Ft ae 
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proposed: re erect is ‘better than the muni pattern... 






of i sar - 
pas e to keep nd 
3 will construct no more of these; ° 







ot Standard Sor ate prinnee htt jon on 
Tjader list which, eh complied with is (7 
Ties ig epee og is obvi 
ct °, and is a Ai Bn oy ea ce wie iene 
results in ctures, diffieul out, is” very 
deste wi etl isi, on ‘There should be t' rae patterns 
of private latrines—one of # very cheap’ and sag hrs design for Seoris ral 
‘the other a more elaborate pattern for the better classes, hi 3 a P efor’: 
‘would: prefer to: have; a structure... Whet av = 


‘been eee ibed, th @ should not be allowed to’ builc He 
tig : i can satisfy the iis ‘ae ae es icudae they 
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"6, Drenching grounds.—With. regard the trenching of n ght-soil item 
very little appears. to have been done Sgt cogs thé’ Ghee sting 
o i “egy 2 i ‘aa whit gear h ceded | = 
. Vau, , the Deput. ees 0 6 estern . en, 
Circle, “investigated the Cater ‘1 Sr arlraaey 1895 in: coneguanc of 
made to the Sanitary: a Danese on the subject. He vi inted °o' ihe 
serious evils. likely) to result’ from’ the pitting’ system in the beds of ef 
which were the seen of the drinking watér-supply ofa obuMAara le proportion 
of the inhabitants of the town; and the Municipality, then sdeing the force of 
the argument, discontinued the pesltiae and took up 2 piece. of suitable land 
situated on the outskirts of the town, where, in addition to the ‘Manisty garden 
ro onnd, trenching is now carried ‘ on, though not as fos contri as I should 
e to see it done. | I explained to Mx. Taylor, the Consérvancy , who 
qas with me, that the area reserved for trenching should be fenced in n bromo 
genes that ‘the shallow. or superficial system) should. be be introduced, in” 
co with the instructions given in’ my report on the Nardinganj tow. 
ep fa tas already been referred to in this note, and that: a systematic »effort. 
sliould ‘be made to cultivate the trenching Si. with Sag come of making ‘it’ 


y. In other Provinces most of ‘the » tren b atoane cost. of> 
tin ne epee ae establishment, and some of it mange a town ae 








from this source and thesale of pie swer Aaritsar,” 
for iontane, they SP stsde Rs. 40,000 last: 3 Te AR in Sievente: 1 0, Ono, saad 
Lahoré Rs.5,00 ‘There is no reason. wh profit 
manner, “be made in ‘Cuttack’ The di gwhes peel et nee 
anon prejudice o of the’ peo, “a of Orissa against it beckon 
junds.” On the matter, hose ee ext 
eoetbg at prefutios had r rs poet y toy oe walle ae 
when’ "soll at the trenching Uni a I find, has no objection 
rarer hag sagt em ra my Seger ‘ising da ise 
o- em a! un hd no: 
duce to the markets for sale, Bu f th 


could’ easily’ and niore posiaty “be “grown eg - F &, such © 
ckotty, urid, Vi d ith, I believe, al nd aready” 
mine wary caper ttm ich | el Se , 






a especially tobacco, which sure the» 
would find a very retiunerative crop. Lsaw growing in 
Cuttack rer tae compared. with have'seen ‘on renching 

ho, be mokono 


lieve; is an would ‘soon 
‘the difference in favour of th Se ae toverer site ane orop 













ably be up-bill work at first, but that 

pe the Municipality ‘in per ig in their efforts to’ 
ince the people of the great advantage of nig’ as amanure, My 
experience is that, in India, as in other countries, the strongest prejudice breaks 
down before the alluring influence of iary advantage. Once convince 
the raiyat, agriculturist, or consumer that the produce of trenching grounds 
is of greater financial value than that of ordinary land, and the rest will be 
easy. The Manisty garden trenching ground of 5 ‘acres, surrounded as it is 
by a protection wall, is an ideal place for experimental cropping, especially 
as there is water for irrigation purposes at hand. This ground should be 
itioned out, and several kinds of fcrops should be grown on it, as object 

8 to the people. I hope the ar wi will give these su ions their 

early attention, and that I will have the pleasure, when I next visit Cuttack, of 
ing the trenching grounds up as a model to other municipalities, ; 
Taylor, the Conservancy Inspector, understands now what should be done, and 
I have no doubt will do his best to do it. I trust the Municipal Commissioners 

ill give him every encouragement in the experiment. He complained of the 

destruction caused by the large number of rats that seem to infest the Manisty 
_ trenching ground, and asked me to Suggest a means of exterminating them. 
ordinary way, I believe, of killing rats is by a rat-trap, or by the employ- 
ment of rat poison. These methods, however, are not only rather expensive, but 
often impracticable in large areas. I would, therefore, suggest the followin 
simple and inexpensive plan being tried. Fill ordinary ghurrahs half full of 
water, and place them in the vicinity of the rat holes, providing each ghurrah with 
a ladder—a simple piece of wood three inches broad will do—so that the rats 
may be able to walk up it. They are thirsty animals and their nature being 
ingnisitive, they will soon be attracted to ihe hurrah. Curiosity will induce 
the rat to walk up the ladder, thirst will tempt him to reach down to the water, 
which should be just out of his reach, when losing his balance he will fall in 
and be drowned. His comrades will follow his example, especially when they 
hear him struggling inside and imagine he is having a goat time, and the 
result will be speedy extermination of these pests. The plan is well worth 
trying, * I shall be glad if Mr. Taylor will see to it personally and report 
the result. 
"7. Interment in private burial-grounds,—The next of Dr. Lidderdale’s recom- 
mendations which has not been carried out, is “the absolute prohibition ef the 
burial of corpses in private burial-grounds” (item 9). This has. however, been 
t a stop to as much as possiblo. It cannot, it ) be absolutely prohibited 
use some families—a very few I was as ~have “a hereditary right ” 
to bury their dead in their private ground. If the number of these families 
is infinitesimal, I can see no objection to the Proper observance of the right 
which it is said they possess. But if this right is exercised to any con- 
siderable extent, I must join with Dr. Lidderdale in demanding its rohibition 
in the sanitary interests of the community of the town. The point 
is one on which the Chairman of the Municipality’ should come to a decision, 
in communication with the Magistrate of the district, whose attention will be 
invited to the above remarks, : ; 
8. Water-supply.—Improvement of the po mpely — q) is next 
on the list. The Manicip ity say they have not carried out Dr. Lidderdale’s 
suggestions in this respect, because tanks are not used for driaking Fag exon. 
the people principally taking their water-supply from wells and the rivers 
Mahanadi and Kathjori, which flow past three sides of the town. More public 
ells have, however, been sunk in accordance with Dr. Lidderdale’s rk 
and the experiment of tube wells has also been tried, but these “were found 
not to answer, because the drive point could not pierce the hardness of the soil, 
which a fow fect below the surface js laterite.” I am not satisfied. that the 
experiment received. ial, an er suspect there was some mig- 
lanagement in the Rperetion sinking the tube; but I do not wish to 

res ‘the int, as there are other ways in which the water-supply of Cuttack 
se be Breed In November when the question came under con- 
sideration, the Municipality sent samples from the following sources, which 
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1, Kathjori river, © ee 4, \Gollectorate compound well. 3 
2. Gangamandi tank. — cosdheet aie ele eevak ye Treasury. 
3. Peytonsahi tank: f 6, Well in Chowdhury Bazar. © Ie 
It appears from the tabular results of the analysis, which the Vice-Chairman - 
showed me, that of the six samples, only the waters of the Kathjort river and — 
the Peytonsahi tank (samples 1 and 3).are potable; the former more 80 than the 
wr, The Gangamandi tank (sample 2) is unfit for use, on account of an — 
















on 


latter 
excessive quantity of albuminoid ammonia, chlorides and total solids, which © 
indicate recent organic contamination,, The Collectorate compound well water 
(sample 4 would be good if it were not for the nitrates and total solids a 
rather high, indicating old organic contamination. The water of the well 
in front of the Treasury (sample 5) is very suspicious, while that of the well in 
Chowdhury Bazar (sample 6 is completely unfit for human consumption. It 
will thus be seen that, with the exception.of the Kathjoririver, the water-supply of 
Cuttack is unwholesome. The practical — is, what can be done to improve 
it? If the wells were periodical isinfected and purified with permanganate 
of potassium, or ‘alum, or quicklime, a. very considerable improvement in the 
Soeiey of the water would be the result. This, however, would only benefit a 
small section of the community. Those who take their water from the Mabanadi 
havea good and ractically ‘inexhaustible supply. ‘hose who resort to the 
Kathjori are equally well off with regard to quality, though uot as to quantity, 
because that river becomes a very limited supply ‘after the rainy season, aud is, 
nearly dty daring the hot months of nee May, and June, when a good and 
ample water-sup i + year, for inslance, the people were 

t to much incovenience and want 1n this respect. . It, was. necessary for theit® 
yelief either that the »hutter in the Naraj weir should be opened to allow mone 
water to flow in, or that the shallow channel of the river should be deepened. 
The former course the canal authorities declined to accede to, as they said. it, 
would reduce the volume of watet im the Mahanadi, and thus interfere with 
canal navigation and irrization. The Municipality had, therefore, to fall 
apon the latter course, and applied to the Megistrate for help in preventing the 
water, in the first instance, from being polluted, but he could not give it, as the 
river was not within, fiunicipal Jimits. Application has since been. made to 
tho Government of Berigal to include: the river within the municipal boundary. 
But this is not enough. Ap seation should also be made through the Magistrate 
of the district to Govérnment in the Public Works, Department, Irrigation 
Branch, to whom a copy of this paragraph will be forwarded, to authovize the 
Jocal canal authorities to allow the people im seasons of drought, a limited 
discharge of water through the Naraj. anicut, the Municipality, if necessuty, 
paying for the privilege. eat hath | ; #3 - ret 

These suggestions are made only .on the understanding that it is'a 
financial impossibility for the Municipality to carry out the filtered water- 
supply scheme, which the Sanitary Boavd have drawn up for them. That of 
gourse would be the most sutisfactory solution of the . difficulty, and consider- 
ing the enormous advantages to be gained from @ filtered water-supply, the 
Municipality should, before speading money in earrying out palliative s 
tions, such as those made in this 6 ti strain every effort to raise the 2 lakhs 
which, | understand, are required for a filtered water-su ly. deities 
"9. Drainage. now come to the last of Dr. Lidderdale’s uncoi 

with suggestion, viz., the gradual conversion of the kutcha roadside drai 
inito a shallow sauder-shaped ones, avd the connection of house drains 
with the municipal channels, as being the most ‘satisfactory way of di 
of sallago water, which is a source of anxiety to the authorities and a nuis 
to the people. ‘The Municipal Commissioners argue that the nuture of: 
soil being sandy, kutcha drains are found to act very | ll, and that there is 


therefore no necessity to go to the expense 0 em pucka, This is 
a fallacious argument and cannot be accepted, .A sandy soil is “ 
what eet js that the drainage; inclu su water, and some 
sewage, whi undoubtedly ‘finds its way into the ns, is not carried * 


as is popularly supposed, but for the most, or ut any rate, for a conside 








it i 

ne tank and well wa' a 

jon, is clearly indicated in the peo 

alysis dealt with in paragraph 8, which shows traces of old, as well 

: contamination.’ I am not going to recommend the Municipal — 

) joners to provido a ‘scientific drainage scheme, for tho simple reason, 
that I-know they have not got, and cannot’ raise, the large sum of money that is 
necessary for the purpose, especially.as there is a filtered water-supply and 

other pressing improvements to be thought of first; but what they can do, and — 

what should certainly be done, is, as aoe by Dr. Lidderdale nine years | 
ago, viz., a. gradual conversion of the kutcha roadside drains into pucka ‘shallow 
saucer- ones, and the connection: of side and house drains with those 
: 1s, in order that'sullage water may be effectually remoyed by this means. 

This is a most important matter. As regards.a suitable outfall, [ am not ina 
sition to advise, but doubtless the professional members of the Municipal 
Yommittee, or of the District Board, will beable to say how this can be arranged | 
for. If not, the Sanitary Board will advise on being furnished with a map of 

the town with the necessary levels marked on it. 

10. Vaceination.—Vaccination was just beginning to make headway when 
Dr. Lidderdale inspected Cuttack in 1887. . It has since made sania orate pro- 
“and is now almost entirely performed direct from the calf. ‘The’ 

some A naturally prefer this system to the old arm-to-arm method, which’ 
was a source of annoyance to parents and guardians, and cruelty to the 
Zoans vaccinifers. Iam indebted to the Civil Surgeon, Dr. Meadows, 














r enabling me to inspect as many as 741 cases, which he had collected 
at very short notice. f these, 1 found one to have been successfully vaccinated 
in 6 points, 372 in 4 points, 199 in 3 points, 11 in 2 points, and 44 
in 2 points. Six cases were failures, and those which have less than 4 successful 
marks can scarcely be regarded as altogether protected against small-pox. ‘Tho 
most remarkable dectutd in connection with this inspection was the very large 
number, about 80 per cent., of unvaccinated parents and guardians of tlie 
children examined who bore on their persons the disfiguring pit mark of an 
attack of small-pox. It says much for the growing belief in vaccination that 
these people should be eager, as they gave me the impression of being, to have 
their a icsn thoroughly protected by the prophylactic of vaccination against the 
scourge of the disease which, from bitter personal experience, they have learnt 
to dread. Dr. Meadows tells me that there is not the slightest difficulty in 
getting people vaccinated in Cuttack. At first, from all accounts, they looked 
‘upon it as an inconvenient fad of the Sirkar’s, but they have now come to see 
and realize the benefit which it confers, and not only submit to it without demur, 
but, as I have said, show an eagerness to be rotected, which is eloquent testi- 
mony of the good work which the Vaccination Department is doing in a quiet way. 

11. Credit for the improvements made,—I have very little more to say. It 
has already been remarked that there has been a great improvement in the 
sanitary condition of the town since Dr. Lidderdale’s inspection in 1887. This 
is particularly noticeable in the conservancy system, the condition of the roads, 
the systematic reclaiming of insanitary hollows with road sweepings, the pro- 
hibition of insanitary practices, and the active prosecution of offenders against 
municipal rules an regulations. The credit for all this I learnt from both the 


Euro and native residents is principally due to the energy of the late Civil 
Surgeon and Chairman, Dr. Zorab, and to the thorough and conscientious 


in which the Conservancy Inspector, Mr. Taylor, does his work. 
¥ Dr. Mea F ilig the new Civil = ac seems to have taken up the Chairmanshi 
< f the Municipality with the same interest as his predecessor aupleyee, and q 
‘Pave no doubt that he will be able, with the aid of the Vico-Chairman, Babu 
- Bam Sankar Ray, who is a young and energetic man, to effect further improve- 
_ ments during his tenure of office. Q ie : 

4, Objectionable arrangements under which articles of diet are sold, and 
BF EK, sitary condition along the water-line of the Kathjort river.—In addition 
i tho several matters discussed in the preceding paragraphs, there are two. 
ie: ‘to which, in conclusion, I wish to invite the special attention of the 
a cipality. One is the insanitary and objectionable conditions under which 

- 










called stalls, nothing: 1 

I js, Twas fold, proposed to erecta propor : 

the better. The matter is th fouling, by th practice of pri f 
defecation, of the sands on the Puri side of the Kathjori river near the 1 
edge. The municipality, on trying to put a stop to this serious evil, found 
that they had no jurisdiction on the other side of the river, their control extend-— 
Saeed to the water’s edge—a varying line on the Cuttack sean tone 





result of this absurd arrangement is, that the Cuttack people, and the large 
‘number of cartmen who encamp on the dry river bed, go over to the other sic 
of the river by the carriage way, which has been constructed across it and com-— 
mit nuisances by the water's edge, thus defiling the stream with impunity. Ido 
- not exaggerate when I say that there is scarcely a square wit undefiled 

ground on the Puri district side oi the stream within a wan yards on both 
sides of the carriage track which crosses it. It is needless to remark that, — 
besides ereating an unpleasant smell, this practice is a to the le who 
draw their supplies o eam tee) from the Kathjori river. For sanitary 
ue therefore, if for no other reason, it is very desirable that the Cuttack 

unicipality should have control over the entire bed of the Kathjori river; 
application should, accordingly, be made at once to Government, through the 
proper channel of communication, to extend the boundary of the Cuttack Muni- 
sipality up to the southern bank of the Kathjori. PN 


H. J. DYSON, r.z.c.s., 
_ Sanitary Oommissioner, Bengal, 
Catcurta, hy: 
The 15th March 1896. 









Oh My 209 
’ Rainfall R hot, py a =e aoe Sons: ane 
he much good. There is promise of more “ahead ear ®. “ Pree 


ipore.—Rainfall at Sadar -08, Tanilik “02; Ghatal “37. Weather fairly 

led with occasional clonds and very strong wi Rain is very badly wanted. pe 
Feported to be withering. Scarcity of good arin ter is felt in parts of Sadar, Ghatal, 
Daspur, Oontai, Bahiri, and Basudebpur. Fodder is not» sufficient in Sadar, Chandrakona 
ie _ Cattle-disease reported from several thanas, .Oommon rice selling ‘ns 
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A pis. a oe oe i oe 1 17 
sitar n ew ws D1 to 24 
se) WO eet eer: OM fo 5 15,{ .. Po Sapa. 
hw Ol:Milatad? 0) Aoystet a ws 18 to 15 
_ 24-Parganas,—Rainfall at Sadar +14, “Weather thot and cloudy. Strong south-west 
awind blowing all day and night No crops on tho ground at resent. Foddor sufficient, 
Water insufficient in places, Couilition of oattle good. Gottman sion tells af —- as: 
: Srs. co. 
ve Sadar aps Fine oe I2tol4 0 
, Barasat tw «tas oot 12 0 
Basirhat we, ve as 12 61 PC rupee, 
Diamond Harbour ry oe wee 1 8 
‘Murshidabad. Rainfall nil. “Woather hot. Stato of boro padd indigo, and mulberry 
not good. Fodder sufficient, Common rice sells at 14 weors por nasi: sie wha 


Khulna.— Rainfall at Sadar “89, Bagerhat 1°25, Satkhira 2-38. Weather hot. Har- 
vesting of boro Paddy ging on. Oultivation of aus and amon. paddy continues, and that- 
Of jute has commenced in some places in the erhat subdivision. The recent rain has 
done great good. Cattle-disease reported from agerhat. Fodder sufficient, Drinking- 
water still searce in some parts of the Satkhira subdivision, Prices of common rice :— 


Srs. ©. 

Sadar u eee bes -- 18t016 s} 
, eee eae oes 16 3 r 
Satthiea BS 480 ir pene 


jpur.—Average rainfall -49. Weather cool and stormy. More rain wanted for 
bhadoi y and jute. Common rice sells from 15 to 16 seors per rupee. No cattlo-disease. 
Fodder and water available. 


Rangpur.—A rainfall 1:94. Weeding operations going on. Prospects seem 
good. Common rice salting from 12 to 15 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. ‘Drinking. 
water not scarce, 


Pabna.—Rainfall 3°36. Weather cool and cloudy. Rain has fallen generally and 


tly benefited the crops, and removed the Bearcity of water. Prospects favourable. Fodder 
Deals le. Rice selling from 12 to 16 seers per rupee. 


Dacca.—Rainfall 4:16. Weather cloudy and rainy with high wind. Pro of jute 


and rice fair, but in Narayanganj considerably damaged by hailstones. Foddor available. 
No cattle-disease. Price of common rice 12 soors per rupee. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 6:74. Weather cloudy at times with strong winds. Rain has 


improved »grioultural prospects. Sporadic cattle-disease reported. Water and fodder suffi- 
cient. Bios coils at 4, seers per rupee, 


Patna.—No rain. Threshing and winnowing of rabi and weighment of opium 
completed. Cotton is being harvested. Millet aud Sugarcane are fair except in places where 
Water is scarce. Small-pox among cattle in Bihar. Fodder. sufficient exoopt green fodder in 

. Water insufficient in places in Barh and Bihar, Common rice selling at 20 seers 
per rupee. 
_ Gaya.—No rain. S§ ne and chesna doing well. Price of common rico at Sadar 15 
seers, against an average of 14} seers per rupee, 

Champaran.—Weather unsettled, but no rain thongh much wanted. Agricultural 
Preparations continue, and rice being sown in places, ” Price of common rice at Sadar 17% 

seers, against normal 14} seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient, 









standing crops and for preparation of lands for bhadot crops. 
rice s¢ 18 seers per rupee. Ha 





Bhagalpur.—No rain. “Weather cloudy and cool at Sadar. East wind pro 
aa and sugarcane doing fairly well. Water-supply sufficient. Cattile-disease abati 
er scarce. ste 

Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘39. Sowing of ‘ute and bhadoi and aghani rice proceeds. — 
Rain still wanted. Somo cattlo-disoase in i. Renigati: Fodder scarce. Common rice hi 


sells from 17 to 20 seers por rupen. Pes 
Cuttack.—Rainfall 41. Weather hot and oloudy. Harvesting of dalua (spring sed 
nearly over. More rain badly wanted. Oondition of cattle generally good. Fodder 

cient Common rice sells at— 


oh Srs. c 
ey eos eee oes “<} - 
ajpur ooo ae - 
Je seapere . oo one on 28 0 thr 0 
Banki ‘ as “ees soot 80) OD ; 


Hazaribagh.—No rain. It is wanted for cultivation. Rice sells from: 12 to 14 seers 
“per rupee. 


General Summary.—There was general rain in Bengal Proper during the week, the 
falls being heavy in the eastern distriots and some of the northern districts. The rain has 
improved the agricultural prospects generally, and the cultivation of rico and jute 7 is now 
ing on. More rain is still badly waxiat in parts of South-West B and in Bihar, 
ota Nagpur, and Orissa which have had practically no rain. ng rice 18 harv 
but it has suffered for want of rain. Prospects of indigo in Midnaporo and i 
are suid to be poor. In Bihar e and millets are doing deiriy. well. There is cattle- 
_ disease in Midnapore, Khulna, P ‘and Purnea. The heavy rain the scarcity 
‘of water to some extent, but’ it, is still felt in parts of Midnapore, 24-Parganas, and Khulna. 
Tho price of common rice is generally steady. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Govornor of Bengal, 
Revenue DEPARTMENT, M. FINUCANE, 
The 5th May, 1896. Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 





PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF FOOD.GRAINS, FIREWOOD AND SALT IN THE 
HEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRICTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 
30mm APRIL 1896, 
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BENGAL. 
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6 | Hooghly . | 11 811 8] 18 0) 1. | ww | esd 
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Calcutta | 101818. | 18 OG OME O16 O/B 0/8 0} 9 Gl azi2/13 hte 22 1813 19 6 7 12 
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Murshidabad.. | 16 016 0|) 17 0 9 0/10 O} 2 0] 18 0 14 0 N16 0 
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bdivisions the retail prices of salt per rupee are :—Kalna 11 soers (panga), Katwa 11 seers 11 chitaks, ‘ 
paepardiay sub teal peltect mies deat lay 0 3 and Raniganj 10) seers 
Vishnupur the retail price of salt is 10 seers per rupee 
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elm evans wapaivuicas the retail prices of salt per rupoe are :—Bogusarai 10} seers and Jamui 10 seers. 
\bdivisions the Se all Seinen ohials —Supaul 9 seers, Banka 10 seers, and Madhipura 8 seers, 
‘ei Sa peloee subivisions tho rtal price of salt ie 9 tore por rupee. 


Of at po pm ae Deoghar Of sors (page), Godda 9 soars (mixed), Jamtarn 9 seers (panga), 
oe (eh) ar ear ’ seers (panga), Kendrapara 10 seors (panga), and Banki 11 soore 


of salt is 9 seers por rupee, y 
salt is 9) seors per rupee. 


Published for general information. 
















HAA 


| Roar] Rap | Rae | Rar.| Rae. | Rae) RAP 






Rap. 





Rap 










860) 8 6 0/8 1 0|-2 8 0) 28 0)2 8 O 570 0) 5 0 O)4 6 82 
280)290)290 ay on “ 480) 412 0)8 4 
»| 8 8 0] 8 8 0/8 00 ~ oe ove 812 0| 88 0\2u 


+ f 

«| 810 0] 810 0/8 6 0 Re ~ sy 818 0] 8312 0/210 0} 8 2 0] 8 O 0}-2 6 o| 
\ Red wheat, 

210 0j 210 0\2 5 


| fas 

0 

“ te 11 0] 11 0/1 8 6 8 4 0) 8 4 O}8 2 

wile wbeate 1 oi 1 4 86/21 6|236 

w{820/820/860) .. + | 800] 8 00/86 o 113 0] 1 8 o| 2 0 oO}. 

| 8090/8 00/200| 880] 8 8 0]4 0 0 28 0] 2 8 0/2 & O 112 0] 112 O 14 0} 

w | 215 0] 215 0/810 0] .. bal ie 215 0| 216 0/218 of 1 9 0/1 8 o| 129 0} 
n i 

Caxcurra, ‘ 
The 5th May 1896. 



















EE 
fi 
vd 















i es 


| 














Cajanus indicus, 
i|f i ; : 
* 
ee an a 
Rar|Bar)R art Ra PR ae] Rae) Kae! Rap Ro a.p) Rap) Roar] Rae] Roar) Roa fa, P. 
. w 8 
20/212 210 02 6 O26 O12 8 O28 218 ola 6 oo 7 Glo 7 607 63 6 8 6 0/8 6 0| Calcutta, 
24023 013 4 S es oe Fe ~ 198008008 08 8 O13 O8 6 Dl atempen), 
we ¢oe5028o ~ [24 028 0213 0 4 910 4 D0 5 sisi2 date os 9 Dacea, 
| 
ot ty 200 . ‘i 240240834006 06 00808008 8s a3 8 Narayanganj, 
sosaodseo . | . | ~ | ~ |08 0080070512 G32 o312 cOnitegag 
Wer H112 F110 41 9 41 8 1992 91% FO 5 05 dos os12 doe Os 6 Patna, Pe 
ri or kalai. R : Karkatch e 
002 0 24 P ie sis tadeedasd ch. Geleeh tea el 
Chhola, Panga A i 
J 
Hes is) pede | “ oe - 812 0312 04 0 0 “e ie a 88 O8 8 38 6 * 
40/2 4 92 4 0 Karkatch. a 
802802100 ., a ~ |2 8 02 8 210 0 8 0 8 Oo & O81 O31 O18 5 Ol Pun, 7 
| 
x C. W. BOLTON, 


Secy. to the Govt, of Benga 


re, _ 


fica INTO tisboesi. 


FOOD-GRAINS. FrnnovsPRropvucts. OLLsEBEDS. 


Ks K ree Cotton,| Silk, 
otal. |Sute,rew) ‘bagect | Linseed, | Mustard pl Cans q 


iF |” 


ERE 
Bs 
one 


Eiiiiiii 
piiiz: 
fi Hee 
i aeeae 


4 
3 


$2 3X 


ggg | 17,11,071 | 2,001,113 


801 


17,622 |2,77,881 | 6,949 | 24,80,008 | 17,90,256 | 2,156,103 


£20,95,004 |1,85,875 | 21,70,065 | 1,458,584 
5] 24,45,893 |1,67,602 | 25,47,301 | 1,87,090 





| 
es 64 B jovme 


2,283,250 
seen 39,241 286 seneee pent 


123 | 3,097 4,871 | _ 741,768 
7,008 | 18,038 74 | 3,409,000 





Cotton, | Silk, 


. Other 
Gram and 
Rice, | Paddy, | Wheat. [Ora om, 
2 | 8 
Mads. Mads. e No, 5 5 A Mds. | Mds. | Mads. 
74,047 ; . 754,688 072 3.450} 98 | 1,515 
1,926 12 dante 685 | "2,040 230 103 | 
3128 re 93,056 | 88,130 41/21 1,08,951 69 
30 33 | ‘94912 | 1,078 | 4,30,705 | 1,296;380 | 6,288 9,884 606 19s 
1,13,983 | 9,721 909} ae | 85,218 Reg |e 146 4,098 
1)42,300 | 47,025 6} 1,018 én} 20,02 
. | 20,095,004 | 1,85,875 | 1,49,584 so| 7.418 | 18,12,548 | 9,176,908 58,469 | 92,185 1,98,510 | 2,194 | 30,728 |1,11,977 | 24,33 
.« | 24,48,833 | 1,57,602 1,74,646 22,239 | 29,106,925 | 2,411,876 1,383,908 | 65,960 56,611 | 1,983 |1,42,231 jit, 486 4,633, 
IV. 
The following Statement shows the Values and Quantities of the Principal Staples of Traffic exported Inland from 
Caleutta by Rail, Road, River (Country-boat and Steamer) and Canal during the month of January, 1896. 


Exports From Oaxcurta. 





oT — ooo = 
Cotton twist, Cotton piece-goods,! Cotton twist, | 


ibaa hance Kero- co 
Buro- |iaamn| Salts | sine | Sunny: Whither exported. l | Salt, 
ian. | pean. | Indian, oil. : Fe \* "| Indian.) 


H orote Na@Por, 5 J} mee to 
Manbhum wu Mi 
No, | Singhbbum * 


96,130} Total of Chota Nagpur .., 

ie eee Grand Tota) of supplies into 

20,382) ihe Frovinoss under rt 

27,737 utenant-Governor 0! 
Bengal 





seeeee 1,886 119 | 37,185) 


. 416, 2,020 | 722 

1,610 Panjab ... see “ 96,300) 13,114) 250 | 7 

6,580) Central Provinces _ ., . 165 | 1,122 

51,520) Rajputana and Central India 55, 33 
hee eee | 

fissm’s Territory 





Grand Total of Ex- ¢ 1896 ... | 04,69,058| 65,385, 21,013 | Bo,078 | San 
| ports in January L1sus /..| 88\95,118 38,089) 20,088 | 27,007 | Ui38\1N7 


Vv. ' By 
The 8ea-borne Trade of Caleutta i Staples duri Q 
| was afi im theos, during the month of January 1806 





( 
Pup) IporreD Into CaLcurra— 
From Foreign Ports— 
United Kingdom oe 
Other Foreign ports 
Total of Foreign Trade ... 


| From Indian Ports— 
Bombay... 


Total of Interportal Trade ,., 


030 Grand Total of Im- £1896 .. |1,00,58,100! 2,43,609| 8,417 | 14,885 | 7,02,750) 9,98,511) 
ports in January (1895... |1,10,77,702) 1,20,965| 14,066 | 23,974 | 7,67,337] 2,7 





* As per tariff declaration value. 


net VI. 

following Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Princpal Staples of Traffic exported 
j Calcutta during the month of January, 1896. ? 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
26th April to 2nd May 1896. Hy ‘ 








‘TEMPERATURE. Hycromerry. 





re barometer 


Maximum in sun. 
Number of hours of 
bright sunshine. 
Fahr. 
Mean. 
Maximum. 
Range. 
Minimum, 


M 
at 















April | 26th | 1523) 9:3 | 29:757 | 867 | 98°7) 146] 79-1 | 79° | 0910] 764 | 78 |S, SSW and SSE Nil | Partially dloudy, jy 
#. 
» | 27th |149°7) 8% 672 | 87°9 | 967) 156 | 81-1 | 806] +949] 77°6 | 72 ne 8 by Eand Partially cloudy, 


esth |1469! 58 | 606 | s4-7 | 96%) 188] 782| 785] 901] 761 | 76 | SSW, S and clondy 
Variable, ag. < iy 
sak 

» |r 1469] 8-7} or) s64| 952) 29:6] 716] 79-4] 916] 76-6 | 78 SSE, S6W and 8 Nil | Partially cloudy, 

- a 

me, [80m |1473] 94 | 667 | 87-8 | 995] 115] 820 | 81-0] +906) 782 | 74 | s8W ona 8 ‘| Partially cloudy 

j 

"Moy {ast |1485] 9:0] -679| 867} 98-4] 122| s1-2| 806} -968| 78: | 7618 by W and SSW 704 | Partially cloudy, 





» {2nd | 1515) 87 SSW and 8S by W 















Hs Inches, 
The meon pressure of the seven days... ee so oot 29°672 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office a So tee oe oo 29°718 
H 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine es ace tea 69:5 
» The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine owe ace 90:3 
The mean temperature of the seven days eee aoe ave 86°8 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office sag ape von: ae ene 85:5 
The extreme variation of temperature... Pa ose ati 25:1 
The maximum temperature ... oo tee eee one 96:7 
Mil 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour a ae = 22" 
2 
The mean relative humidity ... ove ota vee ove fe 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, a 
Surveyor-General’s Office eos ess us “ae 71 
Inch 
The total fall of rain from 26th April to 2nd May 1896 a a 0-09 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s ] 
Office eee one ese eae ae 0°75 | 
The total fall from lst January to 2nd May 1896 .., ete + 0-29 j 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 2, * 


Office ove ona, ae ag Ke 5-04 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c,, are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and raph.” 
‘The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering 7 peso the 
| thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
Kew Observatory, They ave exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four fet 
above the ground. 
The ereouie readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. 86, 
formerly: at the Surveyor-General’s Office. z 
The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed is 
the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
' The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 
__, The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


0; overcast; g gloomy; d drizzling jrain; t, thunder; < lightning; strong wind; It 


Mrreorotoaica Orrice, Govr. or Ixpia, J. H. Guay, ny 
Gate, the hth May 1806, For Meteorologioal Reporter to the Goole of Indi 
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% 
80°5 “886 75 59 
82:3 “979 785 66 
815 “955 779 67 
815 “926 769 61 
81:3 “930 71 63 
83°0 1-015 79:7 69 
83-0 995 791 64 





Inches, 


The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days .., vee eee 29'727 


The mean temperature of the seven days Fens mn oes 8s: 1 
° 
‘ The extreme variation of temperature tee a ooo 27:2 
° 
The maximum temperature hie aoe coe ove 99°2 
A 
The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days tes wee 64 
° : Inch, 
The total fall of rain from 26th April to 2nd May 1896. eco 0:04 
The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
. 
Mergorovoaicat Orrice, Govr. or Inpra,. J. H. Girmanp, 
pe The 4th May 1896, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 


OIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 
Approximate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 2nd May 1896, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
& Warx omnis Sareenan, exe Waex aaping 8 reg aa THE 


MaTurRE or Carao, 
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Weight of 
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Tollage, ; Weight of | moliage. 
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1 en 
ial wee oe 
Raw oe eee eae ee oa 364 Prey 198 
unny-bags and cloth rr) 20 7 ae oT 
P er, man oe n 9 2 ensooe 
en ee a) 8 evens 1 
,unwrought =... f 2 ites * 
moe woought hese # fa cae 
hes tee 25 19 bees 
— 
Kerosifie ue ow “ 155 92 4 
Uae ae acme Say ie 3 5 ag 
i ee on ae Cat Ma 7 seven 
ed ee 180° 184 oa 
: Ce ee ee 87 S12 225 
and mustard nae owe “ “ 105 61 
pasteboard woe 60 60 18 donee 
: pea sali ein wiied «ape 3 3 % soseee pel 
tan® er ee 838 624 273 anes 
foe rae ne 169 1 208 seanee 182 
ats oo ee ams 1 775 | $506 evtaee oll 
oe tas) aa, we Dee ae “0 a 7 ee “ 16 
Btoneand lime” see nu 16 i Na aii 
me, pease or crystallized, including sugar- 5 16 uM seanee 18 
event at vig, a eochaonsn endl eCRNT et, 196 a7 816 361 evens 
i rer tea, 9 Se tet ye aed: O 3” 
w i ar a er ee a) 23 
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Unmanufactured 
All other articles of ‘merchandiso 





Total 





F. ©. W, Dover, 
Caxourta, the 4th May 1896. For Examiner of Accounts. 















Approtimate Return of Trafte for the week 


MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
CoacniInG TRAPPIC, TRAvyIO, 


carried, | Receipts 


ended 25th Aprit 1896, on 1,699:70 miles open. 





Oth i 
“Ceatimated)” Total earnings.| - 











Number of | Coaching | 
Passengers, receipts. 


































































Re, a. P. Mops. 8, Re. AvP Rs, a, P. Re. a, r| 
35,03,023 20} — 7,84,630 6 17,876 0 0} 11,90, . 
te eMedia | Mm og Tank | teste 
ate tee “ ae atch mdi 11,15,08,170 4 0) §2,90,030 15 0 1,76,76,580 9 0) 
Total for 16) wooks 62,40,751 1 0 1,22)42,800 9 0) 3,07,00 15. 0 /1,87,07,408 9 0 
CoMPARISON, 
Porieas vest ey 321,781 29, 
proves tes wae oa . 40,29,714 20 888,868 § 8) 17,480 2 9/ 12,98,019 14 
Ing week of previous bef 16) eee 192 14 0 soaeee 52 4 8 3078). West aur ooeene eee : 
ments of prev us year. | 5,271,9874 | 67,00,777 6 0| 6,15,81,896 10 347,002 | 2,095,009 | 9,573,186 
is due to f i ingo. 5 
eave knoreaa $6 chiety ine movements ©! Pager and marriage. parties, 
$e, Mds. 650,267 and deducted ” ~ 88.04 fon A tooount of difforence between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 1th: | 
| a 
t = 
TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWaY. “4 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 25th April 1896, on 22:23 miles open. -| 















MERCHANDISH AND MINERAL 


Coacuine Trarrio, Crt oe 















Other earnings 
(estimated), 








tal earnings, 





‘Number of 
passengers, 


Coachi Weight 
a | mean 
































Rs, A. P, Re. a. 
W traffic for week... 10,058 275 4 0 14,086 20 5,758 7 0 1,107 | 
per mule of ralitny” “hail = oT 410 basne 2908! wu | 
ee ee | empe.res- | 1,00,079 19. ¢ 42,19,112 10 $204 0 0| 1,08,44813 0| 17,801 4 
ay Peas aiha te, Shed 


Total for 10f-weeks ,, 017,223} 1,056,848 0 0 






1,14,207 4 0 | _18,008 

















Comparison, 

il. for corresponding week 
Bityiose veer pare dt ees 19,0911 | | 498715 2 ie 
frst of prove ger ese even 221 10 11 ABR | 
ks ol previous 420,805 | 1,12,840 2 7 ian | saga a 
+ Rated unde 4150 and escntaars aa ty on account of difference between the approximate and audited figures for tho week <del 
t Ditto » &. March 1896, ue 
| 
I 
= 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. , | 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 25th April 1896, on 161'40 miles open. ' : ; 
4 









SaaceAND ss rs MINERAL Teayyre Tearn- , , 


Otherearnings Total 
(estimated). earnings, 


Coacuine TRArric. 













Number of Coaching 
Passengers. | receipts, 





Weightocarried.| Receipts. 


















Rs, a. PB. Mos. 8. Ra, a, P. Rs. A. P. Ra. A. P. 


- uM 0 25,207.10 0 
Randy wn 8 oT hela wh ab at 088 0078 10 


$918,581 34412 0| —$9,87,208 0 | 1,80,417 18 0} $704 0 0 | 997,550 9 0 


— — —— 


10,50,002 0 825 2 0 848 0 0| 4,228,624 8 0 
999,467 | 274,061 1 0 ms 187, 

































20,859%.) 21,065 14 11 63,854 0 10,926.14 0 418 8) 92,03710 2 
s00 | 134 810 sevens e711 2 ‘0465 23 3 6 


390,869 | 2,04,400 13 6| . 14,89,095-10 | 912,580.10 0 $5619 6 | 5,07,911 8 11 


. Umballa, 

is chiefly due to extra trains from I, M. Ry. eid Tundla and 3 
Boon and sdded Br Laz fon seconat of difference betwoon the approximate and andited Agure for the week 
a uf wt 
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(xcivpie N. B,, Dacca, K.-D., axp Assam-Braan 81 poi aks 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 25th April 1896, on 813 miles open. 











Coacuixe Trayeic, | M*BOMANDISN AND MinmRAL 















Number of 
Lifetemomne gre | Woightoxrried. Receipts, 





Mos. 8 Ra, A. P. Rs, 4, P, Re. a. P. 
7,14,900 0 | 1,08,120 0 0 32,080 0 0 | 251,180 0 0 
879 0 188 0 0 300 102 0 0 


Ra, A. P. 
198,070 | 1,211,010 0 0 
137 0 0 
















0 0 | 280,728 0 © *38,60,379 0 0 


© 0 | 2,623,758 © 0 | 41,211,539 0 0 510,533 


17,08,842 0 0| 1,18,47,460 0 | 19,25, 
















172,267 91,00 0 0 8,30,950 0 80,821 0 0 40,034 0 0 | 220,865 0 0| ~ 80,989 25,056 


I us year... 212 112 0 0 1,022 0 10 0 0 % 0 0 207 00) sciee po 
sl to corresponding date of 
Previous year .. . | 8,473,286 | 17,990,284 0 0) 1,40,00,203 0  22,08,728 0 0| 3,57,000 0 0 , 49,54,0068 0 0) 18,257 540,028 
ae Se De A SS RS SR 
rf * Audited up to 7th March 1896, 
+ Excluding steamer earnings, 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 25th April 1896, on 125 miles open. 








MBRCHANDIGE AND MINBRAL TRAPYIO TRAIN-MILRS RUK, 


Trarric. 





OCoOACHING TRAFFIC. 










Total 


ings. 
erent Coaching. par = 






Other earnings, 





Number of Coaching 


Weight 
passengers, receipts. ore. Receipts. 













































Rs, A. P. Mos. 8. Rs. a.®. Re. a.P. Ra, a.P, 
week 4. 390 11,850 0 0 10 0 570 0 0 m0 0 0 : 
eae aii ba) 95 0 0 “so 0| E88 0 abe ae EY inns Ua ie 
or igs ker be a Mer 490,460 | 1,87,583 0 0 9,53,670 0 | 63,208 0 0 2,030 0 0 | *2,53,721 0 0 53,038 85,266 
© otal tor 17 weeks... 522,850 | 1,909,433 0 0| 10,023,280 0| 66,778 0 0 8,000 0 0| 2,609,211 0 0 56,688 87,288 
 Comrantson. 
of ‘ 
1 youn pein 28,669 9,376 0 0 1,00,109 0 5,405 0 0 89 0 0| 14,993 0 © 3,443 2,975 


pre sorte tae 
ab Pigs ous pnt 229 7 0 0 sor 0 “0 0 sevens * wee sees stews oy 


year =... 
correspon: it 
lean year rE; ante a 538,581 1,89,121 0 0 16,901,047 0 90,866 0 9 2,898 0 0| 262,685 0°0 54,890 $8,260 


aN * * Audited upto 7th March 1896, 


DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 25th April 1896, on 86 miles open. 


“Manona’ wD MINgRAL 
Coacur@ TRavriC, a eaaare, 
4 * Other earnings 


Number of Coaching Weight 
passengers, receipts, eetee, 


(estimated), 














¢ for le wook ending 18th 


O>aontne “Paarrre: Manomannren xp Mom Mismrar 








April 1896, v7 756 miles upen. 








Other eurnings| ITRavvic Tratr-mrees RON, 
(estimated), Tota! —_—_ ae 
including exrnings, 







Steam-boat, 







Voaching, Morehat. 








‘roe 


18,350,218 
2, 17,876 79,64,083 
ee 











n tee ase oe oe 66, 
ber mile of correspondink week aaa 


10 corresponding date ot pied Se eset: 
Peavicns pene a oo 70,909,326 









(4) Increase is due to brisker traffi 
(4) Includes audited figures up Oy Wook ending 22nd February 1896, 













* 
DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED, ‘ ws 
aa 
Approximate earnings for the week ondin 25th April 1896 oo $18,173 0 0 
sponding pane of 1895 one . oo oe ove ow §=16,684 0 8 , 
Increase ~ ,,, oe ove oe ~ oe = - 2,488 15 9 , 
ee 
Receipts per mile for the week ending 26th April 1896... oe oe 856 6 4 , 
Corresponding period of 1895 « oe one oe oe 307 8 6 ] 
“ Increase oe eee oe ow - 48 12 10 . 
ee 
Receipts from 1st ace A to 26th . 1896 eee oe 2,16,549 0 0 ry 
: Secnenndiokids 1895 ae FS “ct ie 214,029 0 0 
eo 
Increase - - tee oo ry 2,520 00 
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AnsTract of the Results of the Barometric and Ther- 
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MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MEDICAL. 
Darjeeling, the 7th May 1896, 
RESOLUTION—No, 132T.—M. 


The Report for 1894 and the Resolution recorded on it. 


During the year under review the number of analyses performed was 3,342, 
against 2,940 in 1894 and 3,462 in 1893. 
occurred chiefly under suspected substances other than animal tissue, articles 
tested for stains, petroleum, adulterated spirits, and analyses performed for 


864 
866 





RESOLUTION ON THE CHEMICAL EXAMINER'S REPORT FOR 1895. 


A letter from the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Bengal, No. 3149, dated the 
7th April 1896, forwarding the Report of the Chemical Examiner to Govern- 
‘or the year 1895. 


This imcrease of 402 analyses 


esides his analytical work, the 


of 





F 


re 


841 to 957. At the same time the cases connected with stainéd articles rosé 
from 101 to 156, and the number of articles examined from 243 to 309. Two 


the examination of 2 articles. The viscera of 292 human beings suspected to 
contain poison were examined during the year as against 290 in 1894, and in 
54:45 per cent. of these poison was found, against 45°86 per cent. in 1894 and 
45°95 in 1893. The most common form of poison was opium, which was 
detected in 26:54 per cent. of the cases.of human poisoning, against 21°55 in 
1894, Among the other kinds of poison found the principal were arsenic and 
morphia, In 133 out of 292 human viscera and in 451 out of 872 other 
suspected substances sent up for analysis, no poison was detected. The number 
of cattle viscera examined declined from 154 to 132, and arsenic was discovered 
in 79°54 per cent., against 74°67 per cent. 

3. ‘The number of articles tested for purity and quality increased from 
1,489 to 1,698, including 457 samples of explosives, 482 of petroleum and 
other inflammable oils, 40 samples of spirit and 22 of ghee and thither alleged 
to have been adulterated, 54 samples of spirit tested for the Collector of Customs, 
41 samples of opium, 10 of lime-juice, and 274 articles received from various 


“departments of Government. The Chemical Examiner also carried out the 


quinquennial verification, required under Act XII of 1886, of 19 sets of 
apparatus for testing petroleum. 

4. The number of analyses of drinking water conducted during the year 
was 183 (166 chemical and 17 bacteriological) against 197 in 1894, The results 
of the chemical analyses were as follows :— 

Good dee ~ ane 22 Indifferent ... .. 388 
Fair eon acony 49 Bad eee yf 

Only 18 samples of water were received from municipalities, and of these 
one was found to be good, four fair, four indifferent and nine bad. The 
Lieutenant-Governor 7 that the systematic registration of the. sources of 
-water-supply in town and districts which is about to be undertaken will result 
in a larger number of samples being submitted for analysis, Among the cases 
f bad water mentioned by the Chemical Examiner, the water of the sacred tank 
Swet-Ganga at Puri and that of the Bally khal near Hooghly are conspicuous for 
the large proportion of chlorine and albuminoid ammonia which they contain 
and are described as seriously polluted. It is satisfactory to find that in most 


eases where water has been sent for analysis both before and after filtration 


its chemical character is stated to haye been improved by the process. The 
arrangements noticed in paragraph 3 of the Resolution recorded on the Chemical 
Examiner’s report for 1894, under which the work of analysing water sent up 
for examination by Municipalities and District Boards was: entrusted to 
Mr. Norman Rudolf, of Siwan, a private chemist, have since been abandoned, 
and the work transferred to the Chemical Examiner, whose staff has been 
increased for this purpose. , 

5. Since the submission of the report under review, Surgeon-Captain 
Evans’s connexion with the Chemical 5 ah a Department has ceased. 
The Lieutenant-Governor desires to record here his sense of the valuable 
services rendered by Dr. Evans during his tenure of the laborious and responsible 
office of Chemical Examiner, and to thank him for his clear and concise report. 
His Honour’s thanks are due also to the members of the Laboratory staff, and 
especially to Assistant Surgeon Chuni Lal Bose and Babu Ram Chandra Datta, 
for the efficient manner in which they performed their duties during the year. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, . 






cases of counterfeit coin and one of forged notes were reported on, involving — 


H. H. RISLEY, - 


Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. : 
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No, 1989M.—The 12th May 1896.—The following reports “tha :& S. 

of water are published for general information. — Shae eee ee 
ee : H. H. Ristey, * 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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No. 242G., dated Burdwan, the Ist May 1896. 
From—O. Fisner, Esa., Off. Magistrate-Oollector of Burdwan, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Ix continuation of my No. 170G. of 22nd April 1896, I have the honour 
to submit the following further report. 

9, Since the 26th the weather has been more disturbed, and I am glad 
to be able to report a fall of 2°87 inches at Kalna on the 29th instant. Kalna 
has been exceptionally fortunate, as since the 26th the rainfall there has 
measured 3°47 inches, The Subdivisional Officer of Katwa has not reported 
any rain, but at Burdwan we had ‘17 inch on the afternoon of the 28ih. I 
havo not heard of any rain at Raniganj. ; 

3. The meeting of the District Board, to which I referred in paragraph 7 
of my last report, could not be held, as the list of members of the new Board 
has recently been published, and fresh notices have had to be issued. 
The first meeting of the newly constituted Board will be held on Monday 
next. 

4. I have been pushing on the construction of the wells which the 
District Board has in hand. All the well-diggers available in this district are now 
at work, and the contractors have imported 10 more from the Bankura district. 
‘As soon as the services of these well-diggers are available, on the completion 
of the wells at present in hand, I intend to employ them on the construction 


4 


of five more wells at Dharapara, Kulchanda, Negoon, Koichur and Galsi, 


where scarcity of water is being felt. 1 have instructed the District Engineer 
to purchase a tube-well, and others will be put down if this one works well. 
My experience of them is, however, that they are liable to get out of order 
in‘a short time if skilled mechanical supervision is not at hand. ‘ 

5. I have advanced a sum of Rs. 5,790 under the Land Improvement Act 
during the month of April, and this sum will be devoted almost entirely to the 
re-excavation of tanks. ‘The Manager of His Highness the Maharani Surnomoyee, 
¢.1., informs me that he had taken in hand the re-excavation of a large tank at 
Majiarah in this district at a cost of Rs 1,560, The Manager of the Burdwan 
Raj is pushing on the works he has in hand, details of which were given in my 
last weekly report, and he has also been advancing money to substantial tenants 
for the re-excavation of tanks and the sinking of wells. 


6. ‘The Subdivisional Officer of Raniganj informs me that in the colliery — 


tracts there isan ample supply of water, as the colliery owners are taking steps 
to provide good water, in order to prevent their coolies from leaving their pits. 
The Barakar Iron and Steel Works Company and the Bengal Paper Mills 
Company are providing good water for their employés. At the towns of Asansol 
and Raniganj good water is scarce, but three tanks are being re-excavated at 
Raniganj, and the wells are still supplying water and are being cleaned out. 
The Bengal Coal Company are pumping up water from one of their pits near 
the Kaniganj Bazar. ‘There is a good well at Asansol which has recently been 
cleaned out by a Marwari trader at his own expense, and a private tank has been 
‘thrown open to the public for drinking purposes. There are also three wells in 
the middle of the Asansol Bazar on the Grand Trunk Road. These have 
recently been cleaned out by the District Board, , 
7. Inthe eastern parts of the Raniganj subdivision water is not so plenti- 
ful, and scarcity is said to exist at Koksa and at Gopalpur. The District Board 














ae 


ee Seth so sy 3 cae as x ‘ 
~ are making a new well at Panagar which is within b ; Be bt 
District Engineer, who has rceently visited pepe, ‘tals me that there is a 
largé tank just outside the ving of Gopalpur, and that it at present contains 
plenty of good water. The -tanks in the village have no doubt dried up. 
*&. 1 find that there are no wells in any of the police-station compounds in 
this district, except at Budbud. I have written to the Inspector- eneral of 
* Police, suggesting that something should be done. A tube-well might be sunk 
. at each station. ‘ 
y, Inthe Katwa subdivision there are in all 48 villages where good 
water is not available close at hand, but they are all within reach of the various 
rivers which run through the subdivision. Four are within } mile of some 
, river, 3 within } a mile, 15 within 1 mile, 10 within 1) miles, 6 within 2 miles, 
"4 within 24 miles, and 6 within 3 miles. I am glad to hear that the people of 
this subdivision are helping themselves, and, where necessary, are using their 
carts to fetch water from the rivers. As no ploughing can be done till rain 
falls and softens the surface of the ground, the carting of water will not be 
felt so much of a hardship. The people are also digging wells in the beds of 
the tanks which have run dry, and some wells have also been sunk by private 
individuals. The Subdivisional Officer has called a meeting of zamindars to 
consider the question, but 1 have not yet received his eo 
10, The Subdivisional Officer of Kalna reports that he has only heard of 
" one village where water has to be fetched froma istance of more than one mile ; 
and that though people are no doubt put to inconvenience, yet it cannot be 











A said that there is, or has been, a water famine. If the rainfa 1 reported from 
Kalna itself has been general throughout the subdivision, there need be no 
» further anxiety about water in that quarter, 
¢< A. 
. 
Statement showing the new water-supply works being undertaken by the District Board of Burdwan during 
1896.97, 


of the current 
year 1896-97 





—_—_ 
° 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | ‘ | 7 | 8 
‘ Kalna Mirbagan Tank br Be 6 foot excavated t the bottom 
~ oy er eae 40 at J 
: Kaine ‘ old tank ; order igsued to Teves 
Kat Ketugram \Boiragitolls Well 526 388 2 fect sunk. 
3 Kalna “) | Purbasthali —.,. |(Sumudragar —.., | Do. siatcetenl 581 581 24 feet sunk. 
4 Do. =]. Ditto ..| Chbatnee .. —... | Do. Wed 18 718 39 feet sunk. 
5 Sadar «| Satgachia w|Momari 4. «| Do. oe sane 581 = ioe excavated; well curb being 
6 | Katwa | Mangalkot | M vu | Do, (kuteha) .., 75 75 | 12 foot excavated, 
7 Bardar *s oe per He, Be. ; do. : me 75 75 36 feet excavated ; no water yet, 
8 Do. <.. | Sahibganj we |Sushandighi 4. | Well see 300 900 24 feet sunk, g 
9 Do. .. | Budbud n.| Mathurapur ... | Clearing and ‘re- ecani q 160 Water is being used ; necessaxy rin! 
pairing an old under repair. 
pret entirely fill- 
yy 
10 Katwa we | Katwa | Aprodip aw at 160 160 5 feet 6 inches sunk, 
' : xf be of Hod old 
” well now 
1 ae, a Pes dl 300 Sunk 15 feet ; earth and 
1 Do. Mangalkot Mullickpur Well 800 fas the ion reno eayg 
Sadar usgram Etachanda 160 Bunk 1a tect peat ed anil ali 
> an 
* cal ba ae me mpeg ied from. the sides of the sear ot 
Budbud 800 22 18 yes ayer: 
g ” “ ” . 
Raniganj terete De. 390 300 | 21 feet excavated” 





©. Fisxer, Hanipas Pat, 
Offg. Magistrate-Collector. District Engineer, 
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Statement of old wells along the Grand Trunk 


Ek 9 





ie 


Ziad ckech are being cleared for the benefit of 





travellers and villagers. 
S 
& Number of mile and State of well before 
ay village. repairs. Remars. 
vA 





1 ae eee 
2 | 86th mile, Galsi Chutty ... 


3 th mile, Budbud a Ditto. 

4 |98thmile ... ie phe ~_ up “entirely with | Ditto. 

5 | 100th mile ... . Old mt wi little water unfit] Ditto. 

6 | 106th mile, Rajband Bun-| Old well ‘ee Ditto. 

ow. 

7 | 108th mile, Gopalpur Chui Do, Dowatered and cleared. 

8 Ditto we | Do, as ‘i Ditto. 

9 |118thmile .. 4394 Do, Being cleared and re-" 
10 |119thmile,MohonpurBun-| Do. +++ | Completed, 

low. 
la yt sa Do. oA ... | Dewatered and cleared. 
12 | 182nd mile, Bogra Chutty Do. ‘ pi Ditto. 
13 Do. di ee Do. eo Ditto. 
14 | Do. “a wee] Do. ‘ Ditto. 
14A}. Do. Do. ee Pitag cepeet. 
15 Do. Bogra Chutty Do. aR a itto. 
16 | 186th mile, Chattaputta..,| Do. - ... | Dewatered and cleared. 
17 | 188th mile, ‘Acaee. «s+ | Old well, water unfit for use ... | Completed. 
18 Ditto ... Hs ‘Ditto v| Ditto. 
19 Ditto ... 4 Ditto «| Ditto. 
20 |147th mile, Kendua ,,, Ditto +, | Being cleared. 
Wolls at encamping grounds, 

1 |6lst mile, Doluibazar ,,, | Old well dried up ... | Being cleared. 

2 | 84th mile ... see | Old well ~~ te Sd itte. a 

| Tost a ml le, Goan my pe 1 “| Compisted 

4 \1 © one 0. ee «. | Com} ° 

5 0 in Do. i od Ditto. - 

6 | 120th mie Per 998 Do. sek .. | Dewatered and cleared. 

Ti Ditto ii} Do. “st «| Ditto and comple- 

ted. 
’ Haxiwas Pat, 
District Engineer. 
‘Countersigned. he, 
C. Fisuer, 


with bricks 


very td 


and pots; | Completed. 
water, unfit for use. 
Ap dnithed well with little| Ditto. 


ee 


i 


Ofg. Magistrate and Colleotor. 





0 - ‘3 hi ie 4 ay fen wh oor 
tn teas Bist cthat SRILA bret 
Statement showing work undertaken by the Burdwan Raj. f 
Re-oxcavation of a tank at Aishbag ‘98 0 Excavation comploted. Turfing 
ot be taken up before rain- 
Re-excavation of a tank ‘in khas mahal, ....»- Will shortly commence. de 
Ohamna, Burdwan District. : Gigacee : 
Re-excavation of three wells in khasmahal, 120 0 Tahsildar directed to expedite the 
Pai i, Burdwan District. work. 


Excavation of a well in Kamarpukur in 


25 0 Sanction has been applied for. 


khas mahal, Gopalpur, Burdwan Dis- 
trict. 


Re-excavation of a tank at Radhamokan- 171 8 Ditto ditto. 
pur, khas mahal, Burdwan District. 

Works for which Tacavi Loans have been sanctioned. 
Rs. 

Re-excavation of three tanks in (1. 200 paid to four men Tahsildar directed to see 
khas mabal, Sanko, District) 2. 3800 ,, to one ma thatthe work is pushed 
Burdwan. 3. 200.,, toninemen on rapidly. 

Re-excavation of ‘a tank in. khas 800 ,, to one man Dit 
mahal, Kishorekona, District 
Burdwan. . 

Re-excavation of three tanks in . ~~ paid gg man ) Sanction obtained only 
khas mahal, Melua. 3 400 ditto lately. 

O. Fisner, 


Off9. Magistrate-Collector. 


No. 140T.M., dated Darjeeling, the 7th May 1896. 
From—H. H. Risixy, Eso., 0.1.8, Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Municipal Dept., 
‘To—The Collector of Burdwan. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 242G., dated 
the 1st May 1896,in which you report on the condition of water-supply in your 
district and the action taken by you and the District Board, and tho managers: 
‘of the Maharani Sarnomoyi, c.1., and of the Burdwan Raj, in affording relief 
to the people in those parts of the district where scarcity of water was felt. 

2. In reply, I am directed to express the Lieutenant-Governor’s satisfac- 
tion at the energy with which the igi has been taken in hand throughout the 
district, and to request that His Honour’s thanks may be conveyed to the 
Maharani Sarnomoyi, c.1., and the Manager of the Burdwan Raj, for the assist- 

ance rendered by them in the present emergency. 


No. 558, dated Birbhum, the 2nd May 1896. 
From—E, G. Draxe-Brockman, Esa., istrate of Birbhum, 
To—The Seeretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

In continuation of my report dated the 24th April 1896 -regarding the 
present condition of the water-supply of this district, I have the honour to 
state that there has been little change in the condition during the week. Rain 
has fallen over pert of the district, and though not enough to be of much use to 
dwellers Li tanks, yet it will benefit to some oxtent those by the rivers. 

“9. ‘The District Board at their meeting resolved that the Chairman should 
do what he thought necessary to relieve distress -where it appeared. The 
money sanctioned for this purpose is Rs, 1,000, and there is a balance remain- 
ing from last year of Rs. 1,289. These sums will, I hope, be sufficient for the 
ep There is io need to ask the Board fora further allotment yet. I 

ave ordered katcha wells to be dug wherever reports show they are required. 
T-have also arranged for some pucca wells and ring wells where such are likely 
to be of sar ES benefit. “It is by the digging of wells that the Board can’ 
do most benefit, as the attempts to take over tanks have been hitherto almost 








y unsuccessful. At présent there are’ oily two tanks reserved by the 

in districty though negotiations are going on in regard to others, 

I consider that where villagers are willing to aid with contributions, they should 

be first attended to. It is necessary ‘to make some such conditions among a’ 

pulation too prone to cry aloud and do nothing to help themselves till driven 
fy force of circumstances.” 

3, Little or no help I find is to be obtained from zamindars. The majo- 
rity of them are non-residents and their lands let out to patnidars, who do not 
seem to take much pains to improve their estates, One zamindar, the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Rampur Hit reports, is averse to leasing land for the digging 
of tanks owing to the rent obtainable being less thav that forarableland. This 
policy is certainly a shortsighted one, as tanks are greatly needed for irrigation 
‘in this meen : 

4, From the reports received during the week, no village appears to be 
altogether without water yet. e . fee 












No. 601, dated Bankura, the 5th May 1896. 
From—N. Bonwam-Oarrer, Esa., Magistrate of Bankura, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

In continuation of my letter No. 569, dated 29th ultimo, I have the honour 
to submit my weekly report on the condition of water-supply of this district 
for the week enc 5th May 1896. 

2, Since the last report, the Special Sub-Committee appointed to consider 
measures for water-supply have met three times, and on their recommendations 
three permanent wells—viz., one in thana Gangajalghati in the Sadar, and two in 
thana Sonamukhi in the sub-division of Vishnupur—have been sanctioned, 

3. Of the 33 wells proviously sanctioned, work is in full progress in 9 
in the Sadar and 5 in the Vishnupur sub-division. Arrangements have also 
been made to start the remaining wells. 

4, With regard to the measures for affording immediate relief, 28 wells 
‘in the sandy beds of rivers and streams and in low lands and tanks have been 
sunk, and work in 16 is in progress. Sites for 41 more have been selected in 
different localities in the Sadar sub-division in which the work is being started. 
‘No reports regarding the sinking of such wellsin the Vishnupur sub-division, 
for which purpose the Board have sanctioned the expenditure of Rs, 400, have 
yet been received. 

: ‘As the money at the disposal of the local bodies is limited, no attempt 
has been made to excavate any tanks. But in response to my a peal to the 
more important landholders of the district, Raja Sir Sourindra Mohun Tagore 
‘has generously afforded ? a sum of Rs. 1,000 for the excavation of a tank for the 
benefit of his tenants in estate Shyamsundarpur. The District Engineer has 
been requested to select a suitable site for it. 

6. In the Municipality of Bankura the Commissioners have taken action 
to-compel the owners of some of the tanks to re-dig them, and have prosecuted 
certain owners who have failed to carry out their orders. 

: 7, Iam glad. to say that, ‘19 inch: of rain was ‘registered at the Sadar 
‘station on the night of ‘the 8rd instant, and ae 58 inch yesterday after- 
noon, As far as I have ascertained, ‘the rain has been fairly general through- 
out the district, and will no doubt afford considerable relief. The weather 
too is still unsettled, ‘and on'receipt of more exact information, I will consider 
whether measures of temporary relief should not be stopped. 


rac) t 


“No. 436G:, dated Midnapore, the 2nd May 1896. 





mh % From—W. R. Bricut, Esa., Collector of Midnapore, 
“| © no—'Phe Secretary to'the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 
.. oIn continuation of my Report No. 281G., dated 22nd ultimo, I have the 


. Sadar Sub-division.— ator-aupply is aye eter, but’ is only 
Bin 


‘honour to report that the position of things at present is this :— 3 
‘as scarce in the higher parts of opiballabpur, Binpur and Keshpur then. 






















y : WTS eet bir yeacs ig ele ete) 
Subordinates of the District Engineer's establistiment haye been” deputed ‘to 
make local enquiries, select spots where wells are urgently required, and 


to report. 
’ The one is yery low in the town, but wells are being deepened, 
and some water is being carted from the river. 

Tamluk Sub-division.—The smaller tanks in the villages are reported to have 
dried up, but there is sufficient water in the larger tanks, frm which people are 
drawing their supply for drinking water. 

Ghatal Sub-division,—The Sub-divisional Officer reports that the situation is 
not, at present, very serious. rinking water is not beyond the reach of the 
ee anywhere, though good drinking water is becoming every day scarcer. 

o one, at ervey apprebends that there will be a’ water famine, “ There is 
no serious deficiency,” he writes, “(anywhere now; only there is some incon- 
venience owing to want of good drinking water in populous localities, while, in 
the case of isolated “ieee which are very y populated, and which, 
being but recent growths, do not contain any very large tanks, the “ty le have 
to go a distance of a mile, at the most, to etch their water for drinking 
purposes.” 

So long as the cross-bunds on the Silye and Cosye are kept up, no water 
famine is anticipa : 

Contai Sub-division—The Sub-divisional Officer submitted a short report that 
the want of drinking water is being felt in several parts of the sub-division, and 
promised a fuller report, which has not been received. 

2. At present, therefore, the general condition of the district is not very 

The average rainfall in May for critical. During the current month we usually 
last seven years is just unter receive some heavy rain, and, if we get this, our 
inches. difficulties will be entirely removed. 

The next point to be reported is the measures Which are being adopted to 
meet the situation. 

3, Generally speaking, in Contai and Tamluk sub-divisions, wells are of no 
use, as the soil is so saliferous that the water soon becomes unfit for drinking 
purposes. In these sub-divisions, generally speaking, good drinking water can 
only be obtained from tanks where the sweet rain water overcomes the brackish 
taste of the water obtained by digging. 

Little or nothing can, therefore, be done in these sub-divisions at present. 
In Tamluk some of the smaller ) are bong re-excavated, and a at 
Panskura has been re-excavated at the expense of the Union Committee. 

The Sub-divisional Officer has sdaeeeet the gamindars, and instructed the 
owners of tanks to apply for Joans under the Act. So far as I know, no applica- 
tions have been receiv: 

‘As regards Contai, a tank is being re-exeavated by the Local Board, and a 
well is being dug in a suitable rents 

As regards Ghatal, the District Board have sanctioned Rs. 1,000 for the 
construction of the wells recommended by the Sub-divisional Officer, and I am 
taking steps to haye the work without dela: 

The ub-divisional Officer has also widely that loans under the Im- 
provement Act should be applied for. Bath . 

As regards the Sadar, local enquiries on de, and pape | reports are 
to be submitted by the subordinates of the: gineer’s staif, the Excise 
Sub-Inspectors, and the School b-Inspectors, 

Two loans of Rs. 500 each bave been granted since 1st Ape under the 
‘Act for re-excavation of tanks, after the security has been tested an found sufli- 
cient. ; 

The Kanungo is enquiring into ten more applications in the Keshpur thana’ 
while a newly appointed Sub- Collector, myo Seperted himself yester- 

tions 





day (1st May), has been entrusted the other a which are ing. 
s e police have on ee ‘to send ina Ut for each age 

laquas, giving present condition of water sup 
All the zamindars have been od tor and the Police directed, at the 


smoxt parade day, to let every one kno that applications for loans for improve- 
‘nents will be gladly: received. ‘At the same ttine, the District Board had placed 
Rs. 1,000 aside for meeting the needs gf the Sadar subdivision, and has put 














Re. 1,000 morofor similar'works which may be found necessary. 


* 


I have 


to the Commissioner that, in view of the urgency of the situation, £ 
propose to commence necessary works, without the cttinary formalities of 


estimates and sanction. 


- 4, Fortnightly meetings of the District Board will be held, so that appli- 
cations for money can be disposed of without delay. 

5. Ihave also ordered the Mauagers of Wards’ Estates to report any steps 
which may be necessary in their charges, and instructed thom to use all their 
influence to induce the raiyats to help themselves. 

Nothing else, so far as I can see, remains to be done by Government. ‘The 
remedy is with the people themselves, If they will take the trouble and com- 
bine to excavate their tanks, or to sink wells for themselves, they can supply 
themselves with sufficient water-supply. If they are not energetic, or public- 
spirited enough t> do this of themselves, we cannot help them, ‘The area is too 
vast; the number of villages too great, and the time too short. 

In ordinary years we get some rainfall in April, but unfortunately even 
this has failed us this year, and we can now only hope that we shall get the 


usual fall this month, 


6. As regards the cross-bunds mentioned by the subdivisional officer, 
Ghatal, the Executive Engineer has, at my request, referred the question to 
— authority whether the time up to which wid are, at present, to be 

owed to remain; the 20th instant cannot be extended. 

There will, no doubt, be a risk, judging from previous years, in their 
remaining longer; but, in my apron, the risk should be run. 


7. As regards cholera, 


has not appeared in 
water is scarcest. The 


would note that, up to the present, cholera 
any serious epidemic form in the parts where 
Sadar has been visited with only about its normal 


amount, and the epidemic is, at present, confined to the Panskura and Maisadal 


thanas of the Tamluk 
plenty of water. 


sub-division, where there is, comparatively speaking, 





No. 549G., dated Howrah, the 29th April 1896. 


From—H. F. T. M 
To—The Secretary 


acutrE, Hsq., Magistrate of Howrah, ; 
to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 


In reply to your telegram of the 20th instant, asking for a report regarding 
the water-supply in this district, I have the honour to state that most of the 
district lies along the Hooghly and Rupnarain rivers, and can thence obtain 
supplies of water. The northern part of the district, consisting of the Amta 

mg Jagadballavpur thanas, which was parva supplied by the Damodar and 


Kana Damodar rivers, now unfortunately su 


ers owing to the diversion of the 


waters of these rivers. I had hoped to obtain some help from the Engineer in 
charge of the Damodar, but he informs me that no water is available. Iam 


now serenging to have wells sunk in the villages of this tract where they are 


most ne 


exhausted, { have instructe 
wells elsowhere. They are advertised also by Messrs. Jessop and gy 
"T have not yet received full reports as to the rain which fell yesterday, 


the District Engineer to try and get suitable 


ed, but the arr of tube wells at Messrs. Leslie and Sons has been 


ut it 


has done some good certainly. Cartage of water is, 1 fear, not feasible, as the 


distances are too great. 


No. 158D,B., dated, Alipore, the 2nd May 1896. 
“rot From—B. W. Uortix, Eso, Magistrate and Chairman, District Board, 24. 


Parganas, 
To—The Secretary 


to tho Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 


Ix continuation of my letter No. 110D.B., dated 23rd April 1896, regard-_ 
_ ing the water-supply of the district, I have the honour to inform you that I 
- havo not yet received the information which I have called for aa to the @ 
extent of the scarcity, and I have nothing special to add to the last report. 


“shave daring tho week visited threo localities in the Barasat subdivision, and 


have found that there isa fair supply of drinking water in certain tanks, 









which may be expected to last until the rains. Some. villages. axe without, 2 

supply of drinking water, and have to bring it from.a distance of a mile. or 

more, but the people generally do not, apprehend more than temporary dis- 
comfort on this account. They have in some cases dug excavations im their 
tanks, from which in a few eases drinking water is obtained, or, more generally, 

a supply of water for the cattle. 1 find that everywhere the work of re-ex- 

cavating and clearing tanks is going on briskly. I have only found one 

instance of a well having been dug by a private person. This was in the 

north of the district, and the well was sunk to 45 feet, and has now about 10 

feet of water in it. 

2. The District Board met on the 24th April and resolved to plese 

Rs. 5,000 at my disposal for the purposes of water-supply. This is in additi 

to the sum of Rs. 2,000 already provided in the budget on this account. 

They were of opinion that the peop would not organise themselves, as sug- 

gested in the latter part of paragraph 1 of the Circular No, 23L.S8.-G., dated 

11th April 1896, but approved of the following proposals :— 

(1) Thattemporary wells should be dug in localities which are in special 
need of water and cannot provide it for themselves. 

(2) That in other localities ants-in-aid should be given up to Rs. 25 to 
any headmen of villages or others who would execute a written 
agreement to dig a well or make an excavation for the supply 
ot drinking water on condition that the people of the neigh- 
bourhood should be allowed to use it. 


3. With regard to these proposals the District Engineer reports that since 
the last report and up to the 28th five m ore tewporary wells have been dug, 
making a total of 25. Arrangements have been made for meer nine more 
wells. One Norton tube well at Barasat is successful. Another at asudebpur 
is : failure. The water is at a depth of 45 feet, and the pump cannot draw it 
so far. 

4. In order to carry out the proposals of the Board to give grants-in-aid 
and those of Government to give loans freely under the Land Improvement 
Act, I have divided the Barasat, Basirhat and adar subdivisions into circle 
The Subdivisional Officers and a Deputy Collector at head-quarters are in 
charge of this work, and they have under them the Excise Sub-Inspectors, 
School Sub-Inspectors, Kanungoes, Sub-Deputy Collectors and District Board 
Overseers and Sub-Overseers each in charge of a circle. They are required 

ematically to visit and report on the villages of their circles and to explain 
to the people the relief which the District Board is prepared to give im grants 
in-aid and that which Government will give asloans. They are supplie with 
forms of agreements and application to provide for the speedy distribution of 
grants. I have directed that if a small loan up to Rs, 100 is required under the 
Land Improvements Act, it may be given without making all the usual inquiries 
as to security required under the rules. I have ascertained that for about 
Rs. 100 a small tank can ordinarily be sufficiently deepened to procure a small 
supply of water. A 

5. I may add that though on the 14th April I issued notices through 
the Police inviting applications for grants-in-aid, I have only received ten 
a Snes so far from four thanas which have submitted returns. Of these 
only three are prepared to raise local funds for well digging. 


No. 98M., dated Berhampur, the 5th May 1896. 

From— B. V. Levixer, sa., Magistrate of Murshidabad, 

To—The Secretary tothe Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 
1 nave the honour to submit the following further report on the condition 
_ of the water-supply of the district. ee 
“2 have little to add to what I have stated on the subject in my last 
week’s report. Since that was written there has been some good rain in parts of 
the district, and the daily police reports show that the outbreak of cholera is 
rapidly vo Applications for the re-excavation of tanks continue to be 
received, but this is not to be wondered at, now that it is generally known that 


















the District Board have resolved to spend a larger sum this year than hitherto 
po epg Applications for wells are very few in number, andin several 
instances, where officers of the District Board have been sent out to make 
enquiries, they have been told that there is already a sufficient supply of water 
for drinking purposes, and that cutcha wells are not required. Several masonry 
wells ordered by the District Board are now in course of completion: but new 
masonry wells, or the re-excavation of tanks, will not now be started until after 
the rainy season. The action of the District Board is at present directed only 
to the digging of cutcha and ordinary wells with baked rings at those places in 
which no rain has fallen and the want of drinking water is specially felt, arid 
forty-six of these wells have already been pecicpleted. The question of suitable 
places for re-excavating and reserving tanks, and for the sinking of masonry wells, 
will be further considered before the next cold weather, and efforts will be made 
in the interval to induce zamindars and villagers to co-operate with the District 
Board in the work, although hitherto such efforts have not met with any success, 
In the meanwhile, I think it may be confidently asserted that there need be no 
apprehension of a water-famine in any portion of the district. 


No. 891G., dated Jessore, the 4th May 1896, 
From—F. 8. Hamirton, Esa., Magistrate of Jessore, 
‘Lo—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

In continuation of this office No. 837G., dated the 28th ultimo, on the 
subject of water-supply, I have the honour to submit the following Weekly 
Progress Report, 
2. ing the week which has just expired, two wells, with earthen rin 
were sunk in the Sadar subdivision—one on the side of each of the two roads, 
Jessore-Kaliganj and Jessore-Calcutta. 

3. In the Narail subdivision, 14 temporary wells were dug during the 
week under report—in Bangaon 25, Jhenida 6, and in M 12, The Sub- 
divisional Officers do not consider any more temporary wells necessary. 

4. Throughout the district many of the owners of old tanks have got 
their tanks re-excavated, and some persons have dug new tanks. In the Jessore 
Municipality, 13 tanks are being re-excavated by private owners. In the Magura 
subdivision, 8 tanks have been re-excavated, and 12 wells have been deepened. 
In the Bangaon subdivision, 2 tanks are being re-excavated. In every sub- 
division there has been daily rainfall during the last four or five days, so that 
there is little want of water now. As relief measures, I do not think it is 
necessary to do anything more, under the present circumstances. 


No. 194J., dated Boalia, the 29th April 1896. 
From—N. K. Bost, Esa., Magistrate of Rajshahi, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Dept., Darjeeling. 

Iv continuation of this office No, 139J., dated the 21st April 1896, on the 
subject of scarcity of water-supply in this district, I have the honour to report 
as follows. 

2. Further enquiries show that although in some parts of the district 
there is some scarcity of good drinking water, it cannot be said that there is 
any actual want or that people do not get water to drink at all. Up to date 
I have received some four or five applications for excavation of tanks and wells, 
and they are being enquired into. 

3. Tho situation has been changed very much for the better by the heavy 
rainfall on the 26th and 27th instant, which amounted to 2-01 inches. 

4, The District Board at their meeting of the 28th instant have passed 
the following resolutions :— 


(1) That the allotment made in the budget for 1896-97 for water- 
supply be raised from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 6,000. 

(2) That the unspent balance of the last year under head “ Water- 
supply,” amounting to about Rs. 3,700, be re-allotted this 
year. 
















5 . at 


Orders have been passed on the District Engineer fo commence the excava- 
tion of wells, the estimates for which have been already pect by, the 
Board, viz., at Baneswar, Thakur Manda, and Kanpara. He has been also 
instructed to excavate, as an experimental measure, a well with corrugated iron 
rings at a cost of Rs. 385 at Kapasia on the Nator road. The Civil Surgeon 
has given his opinion that the use of corrugated iron rings will not spoil the 
water. If the experiment succeeds, more wells will be dug on the same plan.” 

5. The District Board have further resolved to try the Noakhali scheme, 
alluded to in Government Circular No. 22L.8.-G., dated 2nd April 1896, as also 
to make another experiment with tube wells. J 


No. xxxtxa® dated Rangpur, the 5th May 1896. 

From—J. H. Terre, Esa., Magistrate of Rangpur, 

To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 
In continuation of my report No. ,, dated 28th April 1896, I have the 
honour to report that I have since received reports from the Sub-divisional 
Officer of Gaibanda and the District Superintendent of Police with reference 
to the supply of water in that sub-division. Each mepores that there is no 
scarcity of drinking water either for men or cattle, Except in sub-divisions 
Nilphamari and Gaibanda, there have been heavy showers of rain throughout 
the district. Kurigram, where want of water was causing some inconvenience, 
reports 3°76 inches and the Sadar 5°25 during the past week. It appears 
that in no part of the district has it been necessary to sink new wells, as, even 
before the late rain, those already ,existing have never. been in danger of run- 
ning dry, and I now think that I can say with some confidence that a 
scarcity of drinking water, which at one time it was thought might possibly 
happen in portions of the district, will not occur, 


No. 211J., dated Pabna, the Ist May 1896, 
From—J. H. Lxa, Esa, Offg. Magistrate of Pabna, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Iy continuation of my report No. 167J., dated 24th April, concerning the 
scarcity of water in this district, and in accordance with the instructions con- 
tained in your telegram of 20th April, I beg to submit the following weekly 
report. : 

Since my last report more or less active measures have been taken to give 
assistance where required. The Sirajganj Loca! Board have determined to 
sink 20 ring wells, and the Sirajgan} Overseer and Local Board Clerk are 
engaged in fixing sites for these wells. In the Sadar subdivision the Sub- 
Overseer who was deputed to special work has. made enquiries throughout 
Dulai thana, the thana in which the scarcity of drinking water is reported to 
be most keenly felt, and has submitted a report as to the nature of the assis- 
tance required, mostly in providing xing wells and sinking holes in beds of 
tanks. 1 have handed over Rs. 285 to him, and he has gone back to Dulai 
thana to distrikute the money to responsible persons and set the work in hand. 
‘As soon as this is finished, he will visit Sara outpost, the next thana where 
water is reported to be very scarce. In the Pabna thana the police have 
supplied a list of those villages where help is required, I have myself visited 
several other villages ; in some of them 1 found that no assistance was required, 
and in others I offered to give assistance from the District Board, vided that 
the villagers would themselves first subseribe some small amount; this they have 
not yet done. Meanwhile I have written to the zamindars of these villages and 
requested them to assist their raiyats by excavating tanks, etc. 

_ "The rains will be. on us in five weeks’ time, and it is far too late to attempt 
' anything in the form of a permanent water-sup ly in any village, such as » 
masonry wells, with the one exception of tube we 1s, and of these the District 
Board has ordered three as an experimental measure. 

I am glad to be able to report, however, that for the past four evenings we 
have had storms with slight rainfall, and yesterday evening we had a fall of 
1-13 inches of rain. This rain has been sufficient to partially fill dried up 
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wells and holes, and whilst not; sufficient to approciably benefit the many tanks 


in this district, has been sufficient to compensate for at least 10 or 1S days’ 


by evaporation. Prospects have therefore greatly improved. Moreover, 
the various officers whose reports have come in all report that whilst want of 
water is causing very considerable distress, there is no cause for anxiety, and 
no outbreak of cholera or other disease has as yet occurred owing toa short 
supply of water ; in fact, the cholera in this district, which rise every year at 
this time, has very much decreased in the past 15 days, and the cases now 
Lene reported are very few. 

do not apprehend that the distress, or rather, I think, I might call it 
inconvenignce, caused by the scarcity of water is likely to increase. On the 
other hand it is possible that we may get more rain, and put a stop to it at once. 
Anyhow it cannot last for more than five or six weeks, 


No. 1668, dated Arrah, the 2nd May 1896. 
From—W. Ecrnron, Esa., Offg. Magistrate of Shahabad, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department, 

In continuation of this office No. 1514, dated the 24th ultimo, I have the 
honour to submit the second progress report for the week ending 2nd current, 
on the subject of the water-supply. 

2. Since the submission of the last report, the District Board held a meet- 
ing on the 29th ultimo, at which it was resolved tiat the Board, although at 
present of opinion that no distress on account of the want of drinking water 
exists in this district, think it desirable to increase their present budget allot- 
ment of Rs, 2,000 for the construction and repairs of wells to Rs. 5,000. It 
was further resolved that out of this sum Rs. 500 each be allotted to the Local 
Boards of Sasaram, Buxar and Bhabhua for use as occasion arises. 

3. The Board also passed the following estimates to allow of sinking new 
wells and repairing old ones :— 


Rs. 
Construction of a pucea well dae ade 221 
Sinking a pucca well a “a4 oe 872 
Repairs of roadside wells mae raey s 1,092 


4, _Reassuring eg have been received from all Sub-divisional Officers, 
and similar reports to the effect that there is no scarcity of drinking water have 
been received from other sources. Many of the members of the District Board, 
including Messrs. Mylne and Fox, who have a very lon experience of this 
district and its requirements, reported favourably as eatee water-supply. 

5. For the purpose of disinfecting wells and purifying water-supply, II 
haye, in accordance with the instructions contained in Sanitary Commissioner's 
Circular No. 450, dated 9th November 1895, introduced permanganate of potas- 
sium into all the Municipalities of this district, and also for all wells on the 
roadside under the District Board. 

6. The wells of the town itself will be disinfected. The town water- 
supply is of course excellent owing to the water-works, 


No. 1200, dated Chapra, the 2nd May 1896. 
From—H. Wurrer, Esa., Offg. Magistrate of Saran, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Iy continuation of this office No. 1068 of 22nd ultimo, on subject of water- 
supply in this district, I have the honour to report as follows. 

2, The subject was laid before the District Board meeting on the 25th 
ultimo for discussion. I made particular enquiries of the European planters and 
native gentlemen present, abd. gathered that so far there is no extraordina ie 
scarcity of water in the district. The district police reports for this week’ 
corroborate the above. The Sub-divisional Officer, Gopalganj, reports slight 
difficulty in parts in obtaining water for cattle as the water channels are ing 
up. Ihave requested him to recommend shallow excavation in the beds of the 

annels. The Sub divisional Officer, Siwan, has not submitted his report as 
asked for. 



















3. The District Board have agreed to raise their allotment from Bs - 3,500 
to Rs. 5,000, and ents are being made to 8 it as far as’ p ne 
within the month. The District Board has been recently working on the lines of — 
taking up and improving existin roadside wells rather than sinking new ones, 
_ and the work will be pushed on in this direction. Orders have been given for 
the cleaning and disinfecting of all wells under the charge of the District Board, 
and Municipalities have been written to, to dothe same within their jurisdictions. 
It is reported that the method of disinfection with permanganate of potash is 
not popular on account of the temporary discoloration of the water. 


4. There has been no influx of petitions for loans and advances. 


. 


5. I have also addressed the leading zamindars on the subject by letter. 





No. 619, dated Motihari, the Qnd May 1896. 
From—D. J. Macruerson, Esa., Magistrate of Champaran, 


To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

In continuation of my letter No. 567, dated 24th ultimo, regarding scarcity 
of water, I have the honour to report that during the past week I have received 
no very definite information as to scarcity of water. The District Superin- 
tendent of Police and District Engineer went as far as the Nepal border 
on the north during the week, and found no want of drinking water. The 
* chaukidars of some villages who have been questioned on muster days by the 
Police report want of wells; but the reports do not show what the existing 
sources of water-supply are, or whether they are in order. In other cases 
scarcity of drinking water is reported ; but here also there is vagueness as to 
the actual condition of the wells or other sources of supply. In this district 
most of the wells are cutcha, and a very little expense and trouble on the part 
of the villagers themselves will improve them. I am collecting precise 
information on all points, and letting the people know that advances will be 
freely given for the construction and improvement of masoury wells. In 
several thanas absolutely no scarcity is reported. 

9, Asto roadside wells, a number have been cleaned out and repaired at 
the cost of the District Board during the week, and wherever I hear of any 
requiring attention, the District Engineer is instructed to put them in order 
at once. 

3. In the immediate neighbourhood of the Dhanauti river good water 
cannot be obtained, and the people keep very bad health; but this is not due 
to scarcity of water, but to the character of the water in the subsoil. The tract 
has been very feverish in consequence for a long time, but it is reported that it 
is getting worse year by year. When I receive more definite information on 
this subject, I propose laying the matter before the Sanitary Commissioner. 

4. I may add that the permanent District Engineer, Mr. Sealy, who 
knows the whole district thoroughly, assured me, before he went on leave last 
week, that there need be no apprehension of scarcity of water in the district, 
more than what the people are themselves in the habit of coping with, 

5. So far there has hardly been any cholera in the district. It has been 
reported only from three villages. 


No, 852J., dated Monghyr, the 2nd May 1896. 
From—0O. BR. Marriott, Esa., Magistrate of Monghyr, 
T'o—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Tunisia Department. 

Wrirn reference to your telegram dated 20th April 1896, I have the honour 
to.report that no scarcity of water is anticipated in Sadar or Beguserai sub- 
divisions at present. At Jamui the Local Board Overseer has been ordered to 
deepen the existing wells where nece' , and a copy of the Government tele- 
‘gram has been sent to all leading zamindars with request to take prompt action 
where necessary. It does not appear that matters have come to anything like 
a, crisis yet, and if the peor get a good shower of rain within a month, no 
serious scarcity of water is likely to appear. 

2. Silt clearance of all District Board and Local Board wells of the district 
is in progress. There is sufficient water in wells according to the District 








i Bngincer ot prevent. There is an allotment of Rs. 6,000 in the Bu 
18 for sinking new wells, and the allotment will be i 
District Board at rf time rae need. nile chime 





No. 856J., dated Bhagalpur, the 2nd May 1896. 
From—H. J. McIwrosu, Esa., Offg. re of Bhagalpur, 
‘To— The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

In continuation of my No. 776J., dated 22nd ultimo, I have the honour to 
submit the following weekly report on the water-supply of this district. 

2, No complaint of scarcity of water has reached me from the Sadar sub- 
division. 

8. Whe Sub-divisional Officer of Madhepura reports that there is no 
serious gerd of water anywhere in his sub-division. 

4, The Sub-divisional Officer of Supaul also reports there is no scarcity of 
water in his sub-division, but has recommended that a tube-well should be sunk 
in a village called Kanowli, where there has been a very bad outbreak of 
cholera. The District Board have directed the District Engineer to sink a 
tube-well there at once. 

5. The Sub-divisional Officer of Banka has discovered eight villages in 
which there is a difficulty in procuring a good water-supply. He has called 
upon the zamindars and others to take whatever steps are possible for improving 
the supply, aud has also asked the District Board to give him assistance. The 
matter is receiving attention, and assistance will be forthcoming from the Board 
ag soon as the Sub-divisional Officer can say what is required. 

6. The District Board, I am glad to report, are quite prepared to do any- 
thing that may be required of them in this matter. At a meeting of the Board 
held on the 29th ultimo, the Chairman was authorized to spend up to Rs. 5,000 
on wells, tanks, &c., should it be necessary to do so. 


No. 291G., dated Purnea, the 6th May 1896. 
From—J. H. Bernann, Esa., Collector of Purnea, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Ix continuation of my No. 228G., dated the 28th ultimo, I have the 
honour to report that no complaint of scarcity of water in any part of this 
district has up to date been received. 

2. At its meeting on the 4th instant, the Purnea District Board considered 
the Government circular on the subject, No. 22L.8.-G., dated 2nd April 1896, 
and resolved that there was no scarcity of water for drinking purposes ; but as 
Government has advised more liberal expenditure on water-supply, it resolved 
for the present to double the allotment in the current year’s budget for the 
purpose, and thus raise it to Rs, 3,000. 


No. 63G., dated Malda, the 4th May 1896. 
Memo. by—J. C. Price, Esa., Collector ofjMalda. 

Cory submitted to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in the 
Financial Department, in continuation of my No. 368, dated 22nd April last, for 
information. 

No. 62G., dated Malda, the 8rd May 1896. 
From—J. ©. Price, Esa., Collector of Malda, 
To—The Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division. 

In continuation of my letter No. 368, dated the 22nd ultimo, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal in the Financial Department, which was drafted by me while I was 
in the interior, anda copy of which was sent to you with my office No 369 of the 24th . 
idem, Ihave the honour to submit a further report as required by Government. This pre- 
sent report has been somewhat delayed, for which I must express my regrot ; but I returned 
from camp to head-quarters so late as the Ist instant, and the materials for writing it have 
only come to hand within the last. day or two ; succeeding reports will be submitted more’ 
unetually. 


be] 









2, I visited the jurisdictions of police stations Na ae es See 
In the former, the only place where water might, prima fagie, have been thought to be scarce 
was the Barind tract. I was for several days moving about the Barind, and on the 24th 
ultimo met the people of many villages who had come to the hit held weekly at Bakoil 
village. ‘Ihere was nota single complaint preferred of want of water of any kind. I was 
informed that, if wells were dug, the water would not be used for drinking prayer being 
accounted brackish, or “nona” in the vernacular; that wells were unsuited to country 5 
and that, though the water in the village tanks was unusually low, still it was hoped that it - 
would hold out till the rains set in, What the people said they wanted were dispensaries. The 
Sub-Inspector of Police was with me, and I ordered him to enquire ond submit a list of tanks 
which might very expeditiously be re-excavated ; also of the sites for a few wells; principally on 
the side of the road leading from Godagari w¢ Jhelim to Dinajpur, which runs for about 17 
miles through this district. Nawabganj policé station jurisdiction, I am satisfied, is not in 
want at present of a sufficient supply of fairly good drinking water; the river Mohananda 
bounds it on the west; at the same time it may be thought expedient, so unusual is the 
season, that some improvement in the water-supply should be taken in hand with an eye to 
the future. 

8. I moved camp on the 26th ultimo tothe jurisdiction of police station Gomastapur, 
and remained in camp there till the end of the month inthe Rohanpur Barind tract. ‘Ihis 
locality is in places very badly off for good drinking water, or indeed water of any kind; in 
my opinion it is the worst off for water of all places in the district. I conferred with the Sub- 
Inspector of Police, and have supplied him with Rs, 500 to re-excavate three tanks that had 
completely dried up, and to dig a certain number of wells in the more densely populated parts 
of the police station jurisdiction, and by the side of the district roads. If digging of wells 
does not succeed, additional old tanks will be renovated. In places the people volunteered to 
pay half the cost of the restoration of the desiccated tanks. ‘I'his would show that there is a 
real want to be met here. The people, though they show a disinclination to use the water of 
wells, should, in my opinion, by very means in our power, be educated to appreciate wells as a 
source of water-supply at all times, including this time of scarcity ; that is, if the wells can be 
dug, which is not possible everywhere. I cannot describe the result of our endeavours to im- 
bl the water-supply in Gomastapur till my next report, but this part of the country will 

ve my close personal attention directed to it, 

4. The only other police station where there is any high or barind land is Gazole. 
The copy of the report of the District Superintendent of Police that I submit will show you 
what is being done in Gazole, where the state of things is nearly, though not quite, as bad as 
Gomastapur, and which I intend to visit shortly, after clearing off any arrears of office work 
there may be. 

5. With regard to the police stations Tulsihata, Kharba, Ratna, and Manikchuk, 
from which places I have not yet received any reports or complaints, I may say that 1 
do not think there can be scarcity of water in those parts of the district. Since October the 
rainfallin the north of the district has been quite ‘89 as compared with ‘77 at head- 
quarters, and ‘25 down further south at Shibganj. Though Manikchuk has not shared 
in the larger fall of rain, still the country there cannot be very badly off for water, being, 
boun ded for a considerable length by the Ganges, and containing innumerable depressions, or 
“dhobas”’ in the vernacular, all with more or less water in them. However, | have called 
for information in respect of these police stations through the Police, and will take whatever 
action is necessary on the reports | receive. , 

6. With regard to English Bazar, Old Malda, and Kaliachuk also, the report of the 
District Superintendent details the action taken. In addition an old tank is being re- 
excavated by the District Hnginver at Jadupur in English Bazar at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 323; one-fourth of the work has been completed. There is only Shibganj police 
station left, and in its jurisdiction a dried up tank at Patulitola is being re-excavated, accord- 
ing tothe prayer of the inhabitants living close hy, at an estimated cost of Rs 482, by the 
District Engineer. The work has already advanced considerably. I have, in respect of both 
these tanks, asked the zamindars or owners to surrender their rights, making them over to the 
District Board. I am not very sanguine of success; but in any case I will endeavour to pre- 
vent pollution of the water from fishing by nets, and bathing and washing clothes ‘Lhe 
tanks, if the proprietary rights cannot be transferred, should be reserved exclusively for 
drinking pees: I do not think the owners or zamindars can reasonably object to this dis- 
posal of the tanks. , ‘ 

7. Lastly, in respect of the Khas Mahals of the district, situated in English Bazar and 
Kaliachuk police stations, the copy of the Khas Mahal Deputy Oollector’s report, which I am 
submitting, will show you what has been done since the commencement of the hot weather, 

what is being done at present, and what we hope to get done during the remainder of the 
dry weather. I hope Government will be satisfied that every reasonable endeavour is being 
made in this district to avert distress and suffering to human beings and cattle from the 
preing diminution of the seme Y owing to the prolonged drought. Already 

8. 5,000 nearly have been appropriated towards digging wells and ro-excavating tanks. 
My main object is to seoure the money being expended on water supplies of a permanent 
character, but wells will be dug in the beds of desiccated tanks and elsewhere, where it is 
found necessary to combat an immediate water famine. I am glad to say that the diminished 
water-supply in Malda has hitherto been unattended by cholera or other epidemic in the 


ot. 























No, 430R., dated Dumka, the 4th May 1896. 
.. From—R. Oarsrams, Esa., Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Parganas, 
To—The Secretary to the Government, of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

- In continuation of my No. 344R. of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that there has been rain in Godda subdivision, and partial slight showers 
all over the district, except Deoghur, which has got no rain yet. The rain 
which has fallen is not, except in Godda, sufficient to give relief. 

Ploughing has begun in many places. It is reported that there is still 
some distress i. want of water. I have sanctioned the digging of 13 wells in 
the Government estate in Godda subdivision, 

The Subdivisional Officer of Pakour reports that in his part people could 
not be got to work, as all are busy with marriages. 


Action of Road Fund. 


Four wells on the side of the Rampur Hat Road have been taken in hand, 
aud wells are being dug in the Rajmahal Subdivisional Officer’s compound, and 
at the Deoghur inspection bungalow. 

No further action on the part of zamindars or people is reported. ° 

There seems to be a likelihood of more rain. 
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WEATHER AND OROP 





For the week ending the 11th May, 1896, 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°20. Weather hot. Good rain all over the district. 
Ploughing going on everywhere. Fodder sufficient. Water scarce here and there. Con- 
dition of cattle good. Common rice selling at— 


, Bre. c. 

a8 se ies at ie 18 0 

Ina vis as “ae 18 tol4 0 
Katwa ~ Ax 14. Bt ROT SCES: 

Raniganj aes KS a 17 (0 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°90, Contai 3:26, Tamluk °82, Ghatal 59. Weather 
cloudy but cool for this time of the year. There was rather a thick fog this morning (11th). 
Prospects in Sadar and Contai have improved, but in Tamluk and Ghatal, where the rainf 
has not beon sufficient, the outlook continues unsatisfactory. There is want of drinking- 
water in several ~_ in the Ghatal subdivision and in some parts of thana Oontai and 


outpost Bahiri, Fodder not abundant. Prospects of indigo have improved. Rice selling. 
at— ' 
Srs. 
rr eve fine a ‘ 16 
ontai see eee 78 20 to 22 
Tamluk ad es a 15 {Be TOE 
Ghatal * eae 14 to 16) 


94-Parganas,—Rainfall at Sadar 2°40. Weather cloudy with storms. Good rain has 
fallen throughout the district. Prospects of sugarcane and aus paddy improved. Ploughing 
commoneed. Fodder and water in sufficient in places. Condition of cattle good. Common 
rice sells at — 


Srs. c. 

~~ <a xa we 12 to re 0 

arasat ate wee tes 12 0 
Basirhat aa te ass 12 6 ¢ Per rupee. 

Diamond Harbour ... ove oa 14 8 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°24, Bagerhat 1°26, Satkhira 2-97. Frequent storms 
Weather hot in the intervals. Harvesting of loro paddy continues; outturn poor. The 
recent rain has done much good, and lands are being actively prepared for sowing of aus and 
aman, Sowing of aus completed in Bagerhat. No cattle-disease reported. ‘odder suffi- 
cient. Good drinking-water still scarce in some places in Satkhira subdivision. Prioes of 
common rice :— 


8rs. c. 
ea tee so . 12t016 0 
erhat soe aus see 16 3 rupee. 
Satkhi Pr) nab ooo ll 2 pe zi 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall ‘31. Weather hot. The late rain has done some good to the 
standing crops. Bhadoi paddy is being sown. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells at 14 
seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 2°37. Weather very hot. Prospects of bhadoi paddy and 
jute appear to be good. Common rice selling from 15 to 17 seers per rupee. No cattle- 
disease. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Rangpur.—Averago rainfall 3:93, Prospects good. Common rice selling from 12 to 
15 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Pabna.—Rainfall 1°91. Weather hot and cloudy. Sowing of aus and jute in full 
swing. Prospects favourable, Fodder available. 


Dacca.—Rainfall 2°62. Weather cloudy and rainy. Prospects of standin, fair. 
Fodder available. No cattle-disease. Common rice mals at 12 ssars per rupee. ic 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 1:93. Weather hot and occasionally cloudy. Agricultural 
pects aeaeeney 3 the late rain. Water and fodder sufficient. "Bice silicones 13 beeea per 


rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘98. Condition of millet and e fair except where 
irrigation is difficult for want of sufficient water, which is sr at this season. Fodder 
sufficient except green fodder in Bihar. Water insufficient in in the same subdivision. 
Small-pox among cattle decreasing. Common rice selling at 19 seers por rupee. 


DO eae hal 
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Gaya.—S and cheena doing well. Price of com: “wh uh 
ieiiaet on: average of 144 seers per fon mon rico at Sadar 14 seers 


r —No rain. Itis much wanted for bhadoi and aghani preparations, Price, 
of common rice at Sadar 17} seers per rupes, t.e., 3 seers cheaper than normal. Fodder 
and water sufficient. 


Darbhanga.— Rainfall at Sadar -73. The rainfall varied greatly in different parts of 
the district, ranging from less than a tenth to two inches. Orops much benefited. More rain 
still wanted. Fields being prepared for bhadoi sowings. Fodder for cattle sufficient. Oom- 
mon rice selling at 18 seers per rupee. 


Bhagalpur.—Theroe was rain all over tho district. Weather cool for the season. Hast 
wind continues. Prospects of sugarcane, indigo, and mung fair. Fodder scarce. Water- 
supply sufficient. Cattle-disease abating. 


Purnea.—Rainfall 1:01. Standing crops much benefited by recent rain. Moro rain 
wanted for aghani sowings. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice 
sells from 15 to 20 seers per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall :22. Weather hot and cloudy. Ploughing commenced in places, 
More — badly wanted. ondition of cattle generally good. Fodder sufficient. Common 
rice at— 


8rs. c, 

emg wee A we «= 0 

ajpur bes eae aes 26 4 
Kendrapara see ase ee 28 144 Per rupee. 

Banki aii see, ‘ub 29 8 


Hazaribagh.—Looal rain in some thanas. Rain wanted for cultivation. Rico sells 
from 11 to 14 seers per rupee. 


General Summary.t-There was rain in almost all the reporting districts during the 
week. It has done good to the standing ‘crops and facilitated the ploughing of lands and the 
sowing of the early rice and jute crops, but more rain is wanted in Bihar, Orissa, and 
Ohota Nagpur. Spring rico is still being harvested, but a poor outturn is expected Prospects 
of indigo and sugarcane have improved. Want of drinking-water is still felt in parts of the 
Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. Oattle-disease in Patna and Bhagalpur is abating. No 
cattle-disease is reported from any other district. The price of common rice continues 
abnormally high in East Bengal and Chota Nagpur, as compared with last year. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Revenue DepartMENt, M. FINUCANE, 
The 12th May, 1896, Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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"Abstract of the results of Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore 
Observatory in the month of April 1896, 


The mean pressure of the month ma vos ae 
The average pressure of April from 24 years’ registers and 
The highest pressure in the month _,,, ss eas 
The lowest pressure in the month = ie 
The range of pressure... eee a oes 


The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine 


The mean temperature of the month ... ase 

The average temperature of April from 24 years’ registers 
The highest temperature in the month ise 

The lowest temperature in the month ..,, tee 

The range of temperature during the month eos 

The mean daily range of temperature ... toe 

The greatest range of temperature in one day 


The mean humidity of the month oe ove tee 
The average humidity of April from 24 years’ registers wee 


The mean vapour tension of the month vee tee 
The average vapour tension of April from 24 years’ registers ... 
The mean cloud proportion of the month soe « 
The average cloud proportion of April from 19 years’ registers 


Thé total rainfall of the month eee ‘oe soe 
The total rainfall indicated by a Beckley’s self-registering rain- 

gauge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground) 
The average fall of April from 48 years’ registers nee 
The greatest fall in 24 hours as ee 


The number of rainy days in the month ae 


The average number of rainy days in April from 24 years’ 

registers Sep eee sate os 
The mean maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation 

during the month oe eee sue eee 
The mean difference of sun and air temperatures ... oo 
The greatest sun temperature eee ve eee 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature... tee 


The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermomete: 
on woollen cloth one oe eos to 

The mean depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature at 4 feet above the 
ground .., cat eee ry) ove 

The greatest depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature 


The mean movement of the wind perday tee 
The greatest movement of the wind in one day .., eee 


The greatest movement of the wind in one hour .., 


The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 points— 


Inches. Date, Hour. 


29°688 
29°752 
29885 20th 10 
29'479 14th 16 
0°406 

Hours. 

242°5 

8789 

=) 

87'7 

84:7 

106°8 15th 

700) 2ist 

86°8 

21:3 

32:7 Qist * 


Per cent. 


68 

69 
Inches. 
0°857 
0861 
1:81 
2°69 

Inches, 


0°05 


0:03 
2°81 
0-05 29th 
Days 
1 


8 
8 
151'8 
625 
1681 11th 
586 26th 


732 


49 
9:2 20th 
Milos, 
1784 
293°0 17th 
22:0 28th 10 to 11 a.m. 


N. 16, N.E. 8, E. 19, 8.E. 43, 8. 319, 8.W. 253, W. 40, N.W. 11, Oalm 11. 
The results of observations at the Alipore Observatory are not rigorously comparable with 


the registers of past years (at the Park Street Observatory). The barometer is about 3 feet 
higher at Alipore, and, other things being equal, reads therefore ‘003 lower. The diurnal range of 


temperature is also greater at Alipore, and the mean temperature apparently about 0°2 lower; 
and, finally, the thermometer which furnished the record of temperature at the Surveyor-General’s 


during 20 years aud upwards is found to read 0°6 higher than the Kew standard thermometer, 


which is the standard of reference at the present Observatory. 


J. H. Girrwanp, 


Murronrotoeroar Orricr, Invia; 
Oaloutta, the 11th May 1896, 


For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 


Burdwan 


Birbhum 
Bankura 
Midnapore 
Hooghly 
Howrah | 
%4-Parganas 
Oaleutta ww 
Nadie 
Murshidabad 
Jessore 
Khulna 
Rajshahi 
Dinajpur 
Jalpaiguri 


Darjeeling 


Kuch Bibar 


Mymensingh 
Faridpur 
Backergunge 
Tippera 
Noakhali 


Chittagong ow 
South Lushai Hills 
Patna o 


Gays oy 


Bordwan ow 
Raniganj (¢) w+ 
Bankura ” 
Midnapore 


. | Sangor Island ... 


Caloutta 


o | Krishnagar a 
.| Berhampore... 


Tossore 


. | Rampur Boalia 


Dinajpur 


| dalpaigari 


Darjeoling 


. | Sirajganj itn 
. | Narayanganj .. 
.| Mymensingh 4. 
. | Paridpur pa 
. | Barisal 
» | Comilla 

. | Noakhali 

. | Chittagong 


«| Bankipore—... 
| Gays 


Dehri 








wi 
166 
152 | 103'8 


1s | 1083 
179 | i071 
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89°7 


108°5 

100°7 
66°0 | 1065 
63°9 | 108° 
65°8 | 10572 
wv | 1096 
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622 | 99°0 
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oui Wr 
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SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 1896. 


Weararr during April was very uniform in charaoter till near the end of the month, 
but with marked features of importance. The most important of these were— 


(1) The almost entire absence of rainfall, except in East Bengal and Assam. About 
the 28th local storms became more general, and a large part of the fall for the month was 
received during the last three days, but especially on the 29th. In the table at the end of 
the report, it will be seen that no rain fell in Chota Nagpur; in Bihar the average fall was 
+15 inch, only a quarter of the normal ; in Orissa ‘84 inch, and in South-West Bengal ‘66 inch, 
both a third of the normal fall. . : 

(2) The unusnally high average temperature, which was partly due to continued 
westerly winds over a considerable part of the province and to the absence of local storms 
which are always followed by a period of cool weather. 

The temperature table giving the variation in maximum, minimum and mean values at 
selected stations for the various weeks shows that for the first three weeks there was a large 
excess during both the night and the day, and that for the last week, though the days were 
still hotter than usual, except in Bihar and Obota Nagpur, the nights were almost every- 
where comparatively cool. 

A less important feature than the above two was the comparatively low pressure. which 
obtained during the greater part of the month, The Jow pressure in Bengal probably had 
considerable influence in bringing about the hot, dry weather, because the westerly winds 
advanced further eastward over Lower Bengal than is usvally the case in April; 
and it was over a tract of country where these westerly winds generally prevailed 
that excess of more than 5° was recorded. In Bihar, where hot winds are more common 
during April than in Lower Bengal, excess temperature was at times small compared with 
what it was in the southern and central districts. This is shown by the mean excess in Bihar 
being generally about 2°, while in other parts it was at many places as much as 4° or more. 

Humidity was below the normal at those stations in Bengal where such a comparison 
can be made, but the amount of cloud differed but little from what prevails in an average 
year. in Assam, on the other hand, there was more moisture in the air, and*considerably 
more cloud than is usual, and heavy rainfall occurred at Sibsagar and Silchar, the former 
receiving 16:44 and the latter 14°77 inches. 

‘As the weather conditions were of the same uniform character during a large part of 
the month, it is unnecessary to give the daily changes, exrept where they were of exceptional 
character.. On the 1st pressure was below the normal by about a tenth of an inch, gradients 
being rather steeper than usual over the Bay, and also in the south and east of the province. 
Westerly or south-westerly winds prevailed except in East and North Bengal, where 
they were southerly or easterly, and in North Bihar, where they were north-easterly. 
Temperature was more than 5° above the normal in the west of Bibar, Chota Nagpur, part 
of South-West Bengal and the whole of North Bengal. The area over which these very 
high temperatures occurred varied somewhat during the succeeding days, but as a rule it 
included all the western and central parts of the province. Variations were larger in North 
Bengal and Assam than in other districts, and in the latter, where rainfall was more 
plentiful, Sibsagar and Dhubri occasionally recorded defect up to 4°. 

Pressure continued falling till the 5th, when there was defect of between *15 inch and 
‘2inch, the latter in North Bengal. Westerly winds then prevailed except in Assam 
and Hast Bengal, and the heat was more severe than before. At a few stations in Hast 
Bengal and Orissa excess was below 5°, but elsewhere it was generally more than 6°, and 
in some of the central districts as much as 10°. At Naya Dumka and Rampur Boalia it 
was 9°, at Krishnagar 9°6°, at Bogra 9°7°, and at Malda 10°. A rapid rise of pressure on the 
6th checked the westerly winds, and temperature generally fell, remaining about 5° above the 
normal till the middle of the month, when unsettled weather began in the east owing toa 
shallow depression which formed over East Bengal and caused steep gradionts and strong 
winds overthe Bay. A rapid rise of pressure forced the area of lowest pressure into North 
Bihar, and though the hot westerly winds continued in the western districts, elsewhere 
temperature fell, and in the north of the Province was below the normal. The following day 
there was again « large excess in temperature everywhere—4° in the outiying districts aud 6° 
in the centre of the Province; but on the 18th a series of irreguiar pressure changes 
commenced. 

A wave of rising pressure advanced from west to east, and though there was practically 
no rainfall, and westerly winds followed it into the extreme cast of Bengal, there was a 
large fall of temperature which began in Bihar and extended over the whole Province. 
On the 20th, when the lowest temperatures occurred, mean defect was nearly 9° in the west 
of Bihar, and trom 1° to 7° elsewhere, On the 21st it varied from 1° to 6°, and on the 
22nd mean temperature was again above the normal, except in the west of Bihar and Chota 
Nagpur, where there was still a small defect, ‘Lhe westerly winds, which followed the rapid 
rise of pressure from the 1sth to the 20th zave place to an easterly current about the 23rd; 
and as it continued till the end of the month, the excessive heat did not again set in. 
There was generally a small excess in the eastern half, aud a small defect in the west, or the 
reverse, 
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_ After the rapid rise of pressure on the 18th, barometric readings remained above t 
normal for some days; snl though the easterly circulation wlah Negras on the 23rd a 
favourable for the occurrence of | storms, no rain fell till near the end of tho month. 
when a fall of pressure occurred. The thunderstorms which then began in the east 

dually extended westwards, On the 28th they were feirly general in Hast and North 

gal and parts of South-West Bengal. On the 29th rainfall was almost general in Lower 
Bengal and Orissa, aud scattered showers fell in parts of Bihar. Thecool weather which was 
caused by these local disturbances did not become general, as on the 29th mean temperature 
was 3° above the normal in the west of Bihar and nearly 4° in Chota Nagpur. On the 
30th rainfall was again confined to the extreme east, and temperature rose everywhere. 

Pressure.—As stated above, pressure was below the normal throughout the early part 
of the month, and while the distribution remained relatively low, there wasa tendency to 
an inrush of hot, dry air from the west. Generally, defect varied between ‘05 and ‘1 
inch, but at times it was as much as ‘2 inch. When a low pressure area of such depth as 
that forms over Bengal in April, it usually causes an inrush of moist air from the south-east, 
and thunderstorms almost immediately begin. But during the present year, instead of 
moist easterly winds and comparatively low temperature, a depression, with a depth of ‘2 
* inch at the centre, caused excessive heat over almost the whole Province, especially in the 
western districts. Conditions such as these prevailed about the middle of April. 

A rapid rise of pressure began on the 16th, and continued, though not without interrup- 
tion, till there was excess readings at all stations, On the 20th excess varied from a few 
thousandths of an inch at Silchar to ‘15 inch in the west of Bengal. With these high 
pressures westerly winds again prevailed, but temperature was as much below the normal as 
it had been above, when the depression obtained about a week before. The distribution 
remained relatively high till the 27th, when it was normal, and during the last three days 
there was a fall, which was attended by the disturbed weather usual in April. 

Mean pressure for the month is below the normal in all districts by fairly uniform 
amounts. In Orissa, Chota Nagpur, South Bihar and Assam defect is rather less than 
-05 inch; in the other districts it is about ‘06 inch. 

Temperature.—The excessive heat of the first half of April was so unusual that it 
formed the most marked feature of the general conditions, and has been fully referred to 
above. During the first 15 days excess was between 6° and 10° in most of the central and 
western districts. Between the 16th and 18th there was a large defect in the west and a 
smaller one elsewhere ; afterwards there was either a small excess or a small defect till 
towards the end of the month, when thunderstorms again caused a considerable fall. 

The average excess for the whole month was less than 1° in Assam, between 2° and 8° 
in Orissa, Bihar and East Bengal, and between 3° and 4° in North Bengal, South-West 


Bengal and Chota Nagpur. 
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Rainfali.—With the exception of a few scattered showers in North and Hast Bengal and 
Orissa, no rain fell till near the end of the month, when more normal weather conditions 
began to prevail. A depression formedin East Bengal about the 28th, and, moving westwards, 
caused thunderstorms in all districts and almost general rainfall. The showers were much 
- heavier in East Bengal than in the other districts, with the result that the average fall for 
the month in that district is very nearly normal, viz, 4°07 as compared with 4°33 inches. 
The fall in North Bengal was 1°99 inches, in South-West Bengal ‘66 inch, in Orissa “34 inch, 
aud in Bihar ‘15 inch. In Chota Nagpur no rain was reported. 
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* Daltonganj not included. 


MetroronocicaL Orrice, Bexcar, 


The 12th May 1896. 
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» }8th }1505] 95] +746] 829] 920) 21-6 | 70-4 | 7:2) -862| 74:7 | 77, SSW and calm...) 97 | * 0-94 Partially cloudy, 0, 
BigP 
» [9h ]1472) 105] 711 | 82-6 | 908) 18-6 | 722 | 75] 780] 71:8 | 70 | SSW and variable | 76 0°10 | Partially cloudysp, 
‘ Inches. 
The mean pressure of the seven days eae nan asa 29°740 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ve sy owe oe coe 20-668 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine ves wee ‘ink 62°6 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine aoe a 911 
The mean temperature of the seven days ee 84°6 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office rae ooo eae see vee 851 
The extreme variation of temperature... tes ose ove 25°8 
The maximum temperature ... sas? ese ove eee 96:2 
° Miles, 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ove eos sae 20 
° / 
The mean relative humidity ... eee % 
The average relative humidity of the ‘corresponding oer for 24 youre, 
S Surveyor-General’s Office wis ose 73 
Tnches, 
The total fall of rain from 3rd to 9th May 1896... ove 2:36 
The average fall of the eens period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ote se eve 0:96 
The total fall from Ist J anuary to 9th May 1896... 2-65 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Ofhice one 6:00 


The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of ‘the Barograph and ‘Thermog raph, 
and from observations made at 6h., 10h., "16h, and 22h. 

The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
Kew Observatory. ‘They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four feet 


above the ground. 
The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. 86, 


formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 
ernd tiygrometzic alements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 


the Meteorological Office, and based un Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
The Seaaptioce and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 


The mouth of the rain-gauge is oue foot above the ground. 
0, overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; p, passing, temporary showers; t, thunder ; ; 
‘S lightning; , strong wind. ‘ 


‘Mernonotocroat Orricr, Govt. or Innis, J. H. Gutmann, 
- Cakeutta, the 11th May 1896. For Meteorologioat Reporter to the Govt, of India, 


off “ 


















~ an eet % 
' Abstract of the Results of the Barometric and Th vat 


10 a.m, at the Meteorological Office, Chowringhee, in the month of April 1896. 


’ Inches. “Dato, 

The mean pressure at 10 a.m, during the month oe vee 29°756 
ie) 

The mean temperature at 10 a.m. during the month =... eve 928 
The highest temperature ‘during the month “< eco 1092 = 15th. 
The lowest temperature during the month eos we 718 = lst. 
The absolute range of temperature during the month .., we 874 
The mean daily range of temperature during the month woe 23°6 4 
The greatest range of teroperature in one day during the month ... 347 21st. 
The mean 10 a.m. humidity during the month + t00 oo oF 
She mean 10 a.m. vapour tension during the month _... we 859 
The total rainfall of the month ies — woe 0°04 
The greatest fall in 24 hours 100 oon ee 0°04 = 29th 
Te number of rainy duys in the month ... cet « Nil 


J. H. Gririnanp, 
For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. 


Mergorovoercay Orricr, Invi, 
The 11th May 1896. 








Reswts of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteor - 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 3rd to 9th May 1896. 





















13 TEMPERATURE, | Hyaromerry. 
et S 2 2 7 3 
Monts, Date. | 4 a z x 3 i a 2 iJ i 
fe H 6]2/9.] | & | e44 
lelditldlele| Ble) ala 
2 a e > -] 
1896, Inches. be 4 2 * + sd Inches. id % Inches, 

802 | 906 | 148 936 | 83-0 987 788 | 68 ‘i 

853 | 967 | 228 499 | 813 954 778 68 

824 | 930 | 212 867 | 795 913 765 72 

888 | 982 | 189 903 | 81-0 928 7-0 | 64 

883 | 978 | 190 gd |. 814 924 768 | 61 

834 | 950 | 939 88:6 | 796 +890 75-7 66 

sei | 923 | 205 816 | 745 720 6a | Ol 





Inches 

The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... oe ove oo 
The mean temperature of the seven days . oe toe 856 
The extreme variation of temperature ove woe * 26:4 
The maximum temperature aa at ooo cares 98'2 
The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days oe ane & 

Inch, 
The total fall of rain from 3rd to 9th May 1896 aoa on ae 

The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
Mereorotoaica, Orrice, Inpia, J. H. Guinanp, 
The 11th May 1896. ' For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India 
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, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 


Abstract statement showing Tollage on Oanals in Bengal classed as Major Works Sor the month 
of March 1896, as compared with that of the corresponding month of the previous year. 
a SERS SLL IS eee SS 


Tortacer, 1895-96. Toxiace, 1894-95, 





















* ©. ¥ — 

ee During the | Toend ofthe | During the | To end of the 
month. month. month. month. 
Ss ee at ee Se eT Es RS ae ee 2 ees 
1 2 | 8 5 

Orissa Circle. Re. a. »| RS A OP Rs. a. P. 
Taldanda Canal System| 5,552 4 8. 19,228 15 7 13,008 4 9 
Kendrapara ditto 8,774 4 10 |1,03,794 6 4 70,580 8 7 
High Level anal, Rangel 2,474 0 7 | 16,189 15 10 10,524 14 3 
Ditto, » 1 7i4 7 6| 8944 14 6 2,535 7 8 
Ditto, +). MLE 262 138 6 1,514 7 8 
Jajpur Canal ats 6611 9 442 12 38 
Total Orissa Circle ...| 17,844 10 5 {1,45,555 2 4| 12699 1 7| 98,556 1 9 


South-Western Circle. 




















¢ Midnapore Canal | 19,638 48 1,42,098 9 8| 15,527 0 9 |1,31,078 0 3 
Hijili Tidal Oanl || 4,213 6 0 57,493 0 9 
a ae 

Total South-Western 
Cirde... m | 93,851 10 8 (2,02,857 10 0| 19,954 7 9 |1,88,571 1 0 

Sone Circle. 

Patna Canal System ...| 2502 14 9| 21,802 010] 2,953 11 9| 19,608 9 0 
‘Arrah ditto “| glove 3 0| 17/86011 6| 2087 11 3| 19,835 1° 0 
Buzar ditto “") qeo3 2 9 | 11273 1 0| 1,307 4 9| 9,799 14 6 
Motal’Sone Circle ...| 5,874 4 6| 61,025 13 4| 6,348 11 9| 49,208 8 6 








ll ae 


Granp Tota... | '47,570 9 2 |8,99,488 9 8} 89,002 5 1 [3,386,425 11 3 


__ 














. -_ —— eee 
TOLLAGE, 1895-06, TOLLAGR, 1894-95, 
During the month, ' To end of the month, | During the month. | To end of the month. 
Canal. é ‘ Fy 
z 
ik 
| n | 12 | 18 








Orissa Oirele, | No. |Mds,) Rs, a. P. No. . | Mds.| Rs, a. PB.) No. | Mds, 
HighLevel ... | 8,763 [12,018] 8,744 6 mA 28,500 | 5,069 86,015 4 $/ 2,410 |2,484 | 2,082 16 0 | 18,985 | 17,705 


‘Botal 


CR 
Circle . ve | 8,703 |2,018| 8,744 5 0 | 28,500) 5,069 | 26,015 4 3 /2,410 2,486 | 2,582 14 0 | 18,085 |117,705 (18,60 7 € 


Assessed Tollage Receipts. 
























































| Barninos, 1895-96. Earnrnos, 1894-95. 
Minne During the | To end of the During the | To end of the 
| month, month. month. month. 
Sobre ets Pe E ee ROS = 
Rs A 
eal Canals 7,198 
pore Canal 


4,213 6 0 "60,159 09 


Abi ial Cana c, 
; | 5874 4 6 51,025 18 4 















 TRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 


Abstract statement showing Tollage on Canals in Bengat classed as Minor Works andwNavi ation 
for the month of March 1896, as compared with that of the corresponding meni of the 
previous year. . 








— 

















Toxiace, 1895-96. Tottacez, 1894-95, 
Canats. 
During the To.end of the | During the | To end of the 
month. month. month, month. 
Co 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
Rs a. PB Rs, a.P, Rs. a. P| Re «ap, 





Caleutta. and astern 
Canals ane “ee 
Tolly’s Nala A 
Total sie 

Orissa Coast Canal... 


28,724 0 0 3,41,112 6 8] 87,855 1 9 |3,31,62011 3 
7,301 10 9 | 87,227 14 9} 10,276 0 0| 93,636 8 0 











86,025 10 9 /4,28,840 5 0| 47,631 1 9 |4,25,257 3 8 











a 


9,514 15 9 | 84,978 4 8] 878811 9| 62,231 9 8 


Se 





Nadia Rivers «| 8,909 8 0 |1,19,974 0 0! 7,475 6 6 |1,41,418 14 6 
Granp Tora ... | 49,450 2 6 /6,83,292 9 3] 63,890 4 0 bas.o0r ll 0 
Caxcutta, A. 8. THomson, : 

The 12th May 1896, Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengai 























bd 
OIROCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 
Approwimate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 9th May 1896, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
Wkk BNDING SATURDAY, THE WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, THE 
orn May 1896, lire May 1895, 

NATURE oF Cargo, aw as a a ee 

mpeberd i of Tollage. Fanber of Was of Tobago 

No. Mads. Rs. No. Mads. | Ks. 

Rice and paddy ms ‘ 119} 31,610 478 432 | 96,385} 1,655 

Jute on ss 8 9,700 164 26 9,200 16 

Pirewood ae re 65 49,150 644 95 62,850 964 

Other articles eos om 658 | 1,70,878 2,623 655 | 2,562,275 3,861 

Total on 760 | 2,61,833 8,909 1,208 | 4,20,710 | 5,975 








EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


Statement of Goods Traffic in Staples carried during the five weeks ending 28th March 1896, as 
compared with the same period of 1895. 






Deak fase Sento’ tor the public ad tersign 


—— ve as He isin a 1,78,162 | "90,725 50,108 5 60,408 | 1,28,0¢0 
Ttwist & Yarn, European .. 
Dito Indian 





2.—Rice in the husk ory 
3.—Rice net in the husk o 
4.—Jowar and bajra ww ws 
6.—Gram & pee wow 
G—Othors ., ve ee tee 


Hides and skins— 
1,—Hides of cattle Party) 
2.—Bkins of sheop, 6... 


re ee ee 


1.—Raw o ow 
2;—Gunnybags andcloth — " 

Wo —Btiok ewe 
2.—Shell wee 
Leaitier, manufactured iw 
2 a 
ae: a rT) 

say oo teat 


ie oper, w unwrou awe 

Brass, unw! 
$.—Copper, wrou t" 
4—Brass, Ww! $e 








B—lrop eee 
6.—Others ... “ 
7.—Zino & epelter 
L—Keorosineo we eww 
2.—Castor ... oe eee 
3.—Oocoanut = + owe 
4.—Others soe 
Oil-seeds — 
2—Rapo and mustard»... 
sno jinjili ... oe 
— ge cy eet 
‘= Sera a 
oo -” ” -” ” eed 


Paper and pasteboard =a ows 





123 
12D tit ai mu 
wR veoh oka 


ay it ri for the 

“ectmatre engines tenders & parte 

fro & parté thers 

eee ten foal eatin 
(2-=Other sort. 


Oa ee eer 


| sigerer= 
OOo ti eal eae 


87,46,121 | 1,77,46,862 





C. W. Crarxe, Assistant Auditor. 
Trarvic Avptr Orricr, Goops Division, Jamarur, the 7th May 1896. 





EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 





Abstract of principal Commodities carried over the Eastern Bengal State Railway during the ‘inthe 


ices 1896, as compared with the same month of the previous year. 



















Coal and Coke corried for the Public 
Cotton, raw ne nee tee ate 


Cotton, manufactured — 
Twist and yarn, epee a 


» Torope - 
Di Im we 





sae, and Chemica! 
intoxicating, onher than opium ow 


wee eee, rr aeteee 








Cin ern 
Dyes OS ow a “teed, | 70h 4 80 5 Rees 
an -_ 
Indigo neem 5 w “ veo 
is oo “ - see oe totes - 
Cuteh as ae “sy we 
Tarmeric ... we a7 90 & 6 
Aniline eee stone snscee wesees eeeees 
er er ee 4 85 aL M4 
Grain and pulsee— 
ime alah Pr ey “0 2 x4 38 essa 
Rice ie oe ” - - 6,962 $,290 
Bice nobis tie bu se ce. asm 2663 9178 7781 sor 
rf jowar ior er ee eT ‘tae “gies “si a “Son 
ram ue ~ ” ” ” 
OES eel oe torte "46 ‘908 50 316 


Hides and skins 
Hides of cattle— 
D or tauned or ee 


Skins of sheep, ko 





ae aon red 


Juto— 
Gunnybagsand cloth 4. ae ae nee 
Lac— 
8 Po a 


Shell ee ee 
Leather, manufactured ya 


LAquors— 
acer wee oo woe “ 
Spirits ee nee eae 


ines re CD 


Metals— 
Copper, unwrought = we tee tee 
Brass, — ditto we ate tee tee 


wrought a ee) 


= } eee 188 


: 
z 




















fe. 


iron 
Others see nee wena 


eae 
r 
E 
fs! 
r 


s$2 @se2 & 





Kerosine on, ett q 5 40 4, 
Cocoanut aude Sep Ot sie lee ri seals 





BerZ & 


Oilseeds— 


Kayo and mustard we ee teas 
Ti or jinjilt oy a 


Peeynute sa 
Onstor 
i actiadt? eae 
Peron 





iit 








Dri rut and its cat iss ms ™ 


Miwey plant and nt sllingatck carried for 
con, eugines ‘and’ ¢ tenders and 


seer ostee seve wteene 


woes vee vetoes tees 


hone rails and fish-pla jleepers 
Sevel scslansenaciee — 
Other sorts Cr ee ry 


seen eteee 


esos ween 





8 
14,809 
90 


1 


Ditto, ‘Indian *., 


Bhawls 00 aes 
Allother articles of merchandise 





a rear] oe senna sone me 


- sents ond seen sence 


| 699 | “8.876 
a | 47,780 | 66,009 














Carovrra, the 8th May 1896, 


F. 0. W. Dover, 
for Examiner of Accounts, 





Dy bart Wveokly Return of Frame Receipts on Indian Railways. 
33 EAST INDIAN RATLWAY. ; 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 2nd May 1896, on 1,699°70 miles open. 











MencHanpise AND MINRRAL 








OOACHING TRAFFIC, ‘TRAFIC. 
Number of Coach! Weight Receipts 
passengers. prone nid ed. 



















Rs, a. P. Mops. 8. Rs. a.P| Rs. A, PB Rs. A. P. 
* traffic for eek we 388,871 °8,07,088 90 36,10,008 00 7,10,212 13 17,808 0) ° 10,085,050 H 0 
per mile of ra’ sorees 515 0 417 18 6) 7 2) assess 
‘or previous fing ‘weeks “of hali- 
your ” os we) 16,589,869 82,65,456 1 6} $5,07,38,348 30 |$1,22,40,408 90 $8,009,718 15 0 {1,88,15,007 9 0 11,888,5812 
‘Total for 17) weokw on 5,927,740 00,82,485 10 0 | 6,83,51,887 20 | 1,20,50,711 6 0) “3.27, 620 15 0 |1,99,10,717 15 0) 1,409,128 
(a  — oe $Y 
OoMPARINON. 
otal for corresponding week 
of previous year $31,736 | 3,35,285 7 5 38,856,122 10 8,895,802 13 9] 18,18 1 9 12,838,863 6 11) 11,837 


Per mile of railway “correspond: 
aes 33013 4} 1014 5 742121) sess 





weok of previous year... ween 201 0 4 
for corresponding m 
wooks of previous year 5,008,7235 | 60,96,062 12 5 6,54,06,508 20 /1,86,83,440 6 6) $,17,516 9 6 |2,00,97,019 12 ly 








* The increase is chilly in outward traffic. 





+ Added number of passengers 9,307 and Ra, 18,705 7 

; ipo. Mas. 3,33,478 and deducted = Sanz hon eg of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended & 
are a 

| Miles 9,981% deducted trom coaching and 6,180} added to merchandise on account of difference between the approximate aud audited figures from week ol 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


2ist March to 11th April 1806, 
| 
for the week ended 2nd May 1896, on 22°23 miles open. 





Approximate Return of Troffic 













































































Coscurue Taaysro, | SEBCHANDIEE AWD MINERAL TRAWPIC TRAIN-MILBS B05, 
Other earnings 
Number ot | Coaching | Weight (estimated), Tots ornines Morchan i 
‘aml ol onc!) ‘ere! - 
f p * passengers. receipts, carried, | Receipts. Coaching. | “tise, |. ‘Ton 
as Rs, A.B Mos, 8. Rs, 4. P. Rs, 4. P. Rs, a. P. j 
teaor the week 4. 21,019 5,625 13 0 11,837 30 735 3 0 140 0] «5915 0 0 ua 
mile of railway bes rer i | res 1614 1 010 1 266 0 8 ; 
previous 16) weeks, ‘ot halt 
year ww a #420,760 | *1,06,057 0 0 $2,28,222 30 8,161 4 0 217 © 0} 1,146,485 4 0} 
otal for 17 woeks | sx2,079 | LaLsaa 18 0] 240,060 20 | 6,680 7 0| 981 0 0 
ComMPARISON, 
‘ronal Soe U oton erate week 
‘of previous ye 29,480 5,808 10 2 12,983 10 494.15 0 66 9| 6,800 1611 1,186 7) Wl 
Pee nile (0 of ilway * correspond- , j 
nets week of previous year... ues 261 4 DO] esas 243 047 283.13 7 pers ees “e 
for corresponding 179 
Te scl previous year Pe 452,375 | 1,18,148 12 9 2,732,036 20 | - 9,998 63 203 12 3] 1,283,350 15 3 20,257 1,483 
* Added number of passe! 3,537 and Rs, 200 
* + Do. waunds gohsand ey i9}.on account of dierance between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended ! 
. DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 2nd May 1896, on 161:40 miles open. 
Be oath es 
Oordurne Daavvic, ..| SEPOeSt hes No. Miwanae Traverc TRars-mrLss 
— CN BAES SEE TS tad Total Ne ine 
(estimated). earnings. 





Number of 


Sionorors, Coaching wsencaie Receipts. 


receipts, 








Ra.a, P Rs. A. P. Re. A. B 








Tew: | Ra. a. P. Mps. 8, 
fi traffic for the week 21,846 18,853 0 9 62,378 10 ao 4 0 m0 0) man 4 0 
- per mile of railway rate u3h 4 #10 8 avs 163 18 2 
34 iprovions 3 16} weeks ot hati 
fone peer, Ps tod ‘$2,74,400 10) 3 Petts det Md | 4,88,486, 8 0 
Total for 17) weoks + 300,860 ” 9,02,852 10 
| aa 






11,081 4 0 50.7 6) 20,2% 3 7 
6310 6 050 181 8S 


20,086 18,166 8 1 68,757 0 
Tis ot rallway y cortuspond- . 
2 sn 








paiot previous = ounsee oases 
St ipaeions year 350,4303 /18,12,030 5 7 | —16,98,202 10 | 2,235,607 14 0 905 $11 | 5,397,200 7 6 
* Deduoted yl passangors 444 and ; 
foo scnsant of diflerence between the appronimate sod wndlted figuestor he 


‘ 
* 





ee hae ia " ‘ ve eagle 


as! } = , 5 
gee dS eA hae eras WS Ly lass 2 al 






EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 


re (Iwonvpine N. B., Dacca, K.-D,, ano Assis Brmae Sxctions.) P a 
Approvimate Return of Trajic and Mileage for the week ended 2nd May 1896, 0» 813 miles open. a 





————————— eee 





Coacnine Travyyic, | MBRCHANDISR AND Miwmnan, 





"TRAPPIO, Other earnings TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 

=r ee (ipctoding Total earnings. | ———___$—_—__—___—____ 2 
umber Coaching + 4 wl 
passengers. eceipts. |Weighbenrried. Receipts. Coaching. | eee | Total. 
Re. a.P. Mos. 8, Ra. 4. P. Re, aeP.| Re, a. P. we 
traffic for the week woe 200,450 1,038,540 0 0 7,01,230 0 | 1,07,000 0 0 7,410 0 0 | 218,850 0 0 31,320 02} “-r4 
oe milo of rail oat Fn 258 17 0:0 y : 7 "t 5 aaa Uentre | 
per 3 ~~ F pended 863 0 1388 0 0 100 1261 0 «0 seeeee sensor rey xa 


year® eT) 8,404,843 | 18,090,041 0 0} 1,27,75,7%4 0 | 20,346,081 0 0 | 2,653,606 0 6 | 41,07,338 0 0 521,199 


Total for 18 weeks —., 3,674,293 19,12,,581 0 0 | 1,54,76,024 0 | 21,49,581 0 0 | 2,71,076 0 0 | 43,206,188 0 0) 552,519 





of previous year... a 194,100 M1746 0 0 704,073 0 m1,569 0 0 14,651 0 0 | 1,97,066 0 0 80,206 
isyear 2 1130 0 90 0 1200 20 0) 227 0 «0 ooneee 
8,667,304 | 18,88,979 0 0) 1,56,75,306 0 | 28,00,298 0 0] 871,650 0 0 | 45,52,001 00 545,463 




















* Audited up to Mth March 1896, wt 
t Excluding steamer earnings, 4 





BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


o 






































Approwimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 2nd May 1896, on 125 miles open. : gi 
= — == = a Se 1 
Coacuime Tuayerc, | Mumcwannsax axp Mrwmnat TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILBS RUB >| 
* Total Wea 
Other earnings. : 

Lee nd Weight | Receipts. comin’ | conching, | Mezchan: | poray ] 
ees * 
bi Na Ra. A. P. Mos. 8. Bs. a.P, Re, acre, Re. AP, | 
- 32,000 | 11,780 0 0 51,020 0) 3,720 0. 0 9 0 0! 15,599 0 0 320 | O12 
_ ont he i ial wel ae la 456 m0 0 415 0 wo 0 100 1250 0| sam egy —— 
For previous 17 s of half. : 4 
EY ip anarieaea iam fae 555,201 | 1,90,200 0 0| 10,08,712 0 | 60,514 0 0 | 8,008 0 0| 205,701 0 0| 61.957 |. agen _ oa y 
Total tor 18 weeks ... | __ 887,201 | 210,080 0 0] 11,20,692 0| 70,286 0 0| 3,008 0 0) 2,64,821 0 0/ Oh 677 Bae 4.533 eo 

a | | a — ne | er | meron pre 
Oompantson. Cia 

Met egrionn Fel we 93,706 | 10,808 0 0 94814 0} 5,978 0 0 43.0 0| 15,719 0 0 8,856 9,552 5,908 

Be ee TT pieioos ver 270 83 0.0 758 0 re) 15.00) an oli soln 








ee date of) 72,987 | 1,00,510 0 0 | 14,85,861 0] 96,145 0 | 2,940 0 0| 3,98,004 0 0| 8,200 | 40,8al | 99,007 





5 * Audited up to 14th March 1896. 


DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 2nd May 1896, on 86 miles open, 
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nn — = on — - — om eee 


Coscurse Taavsio, | MEROHAmDIsR aup MINERAL TRAVYIC TRAIN-MILE RUN, 
Other earnings Total 























Number of | Coaching Weight Reost Lait a Merchan. 
‘um! 
as passengers. | receipts. carried. | ™ Coaching. | “Si, | Tots 1. 











Re. A. P. Mops. 6. Rs. a. P. Ra. A. P. Re. a. P. 

“Total tramc week wn 9,010 170 0 0 no 0) 24800 0/* 1000 0| 8,700 0 0 
Seaman a "om 058 oO 255 0 woo 0 100 LOL 0 0} secrse 

For provious 18 weeks of half-yoor $82,489 | 1,21,846 0 0 4,13,394 0 | 30,042 0 0 8,66 0 0/%1,05,426 6 0 


Motel for 10 weeks ...| «402,040 | 1,98,018 0 0|  4,80,884 0| 42,872 0 0| 3740 0 0 “L74196 0 0 
Pes aeacdach 


























fists rah fat eto 13s | 67 0 0] nse8 0] 2.818 00/ 17 0 0/ 7908 0 0 9,404 
s ny a 215 7 0 0 166 0 16 0 0 200 so 0 one 


1,381,117 0 0 5,900,688 0 | 54,016 0 0 3,093 0 0} 1,809,726 0 0 







* Audited up to 14th March 1896, 














(xexepes Tranvr Stare Raruway.) 

Approximate Return of Traffie-f r the woek ending 25th April 1896, on 756 miles open. 
Ooacnine TRAPFIC. MERcHaNDIsRAND MimBRAL 

+ TRAPPIC Other med) Total 


Number of Woieht {nol oarnings. 
passengers. Receipts. carried. Receipts. steaw-boat. 





oman Me | Tota, 














































Rs. Mps. Ra. Rs, Bs. ‘ ; 
145,010 170 518,980 74,910 15,190 | (a)1,46,270 30,483 1 
, a3 685°52 99°09 Som | (Moores ete 
703,198 | _75,06074 | _10,40,008 2,17,500 ] 

inayat) Sia CE a aA PS erg Sf Salma nd 
1,881) 7,00,863 | 61,216,208 11,24,908 2,832,009 21,16,070 ‘a 





4 & 
nding week 
‘on sok orga 







121,891 49,708 5,67,028 70,077 17,556" 1,87, 941 18,922 35,238 
161°23 65°75 ‘T50°04 92°70 23°23 181°67 api 
8,509,034 76,066,354 10,48,031 2,18,820 21,20,885 575,985 





* 1,914,614 





{s) Increase is due to brisker traffic. 
6) Includes audited ofl Scares op Se wee to week ending 29th Febraary 
(ce) » 8,208 mil trains run on unopened ine for for which no earnings have been included, 


DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 











Rs. a. ® | 

Approximate earnings for the week ending 2nd May 1896 ~ ww. =21,826 0 0 ] 

¥ Corresponding period of 1895 ww. es 24 a wo 19,685 11 6 1 

Increase ove ae ove oe - owe «=, 289 6 

: Recei mile for the week ending 2nd May 1896... a w» - 427: 160 

" Gastenpeaning perio of of 1895 ons as Ea on 388 0 10 i 

ear ey ‘ 

Increase ” os ee we ~ - 4414 2 a yl 

paeey. * Receipts from 1st ow to 2nd May 1896 oo ove 2,38,374 0 0 ] 
te # : Corresponding period of 1896 ae oe we ns 2,833,564 0 0 

: ar, 

rs i Increase oo - -” “- ” 4,810 0 0 

: f —_——_———. j 
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* FINAL REPORT ON THE WHEAT OROP OF 1895.96 


IN BENGAL AND BIHAR. 


Tue following is published for general information. 


Revenve Depr., M. Fiucaneg, 
The 18th May 1896. Offg. Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND AGRICUL- 
TURE, BENGAL. 


Final Report on the Wheat Crop of 1895-96 in Bengal and Bihar. 


Character of the season.—The character of the early part 

of the wheat season of 1895-96 was described in the Preli- 
i Note on the Wheat Crop issued on the 5th February 
1896. The monsoon rains ceased early, and the period that 


‘ 





followed was marked by a Hae deficiency of rainfall 


throughout these Provinces. ince the issue of the Prelimi- 
nary Note, there has practically been no modification in the 
climatic conditions of the wheat-growing districts of these 
Provinces, Throughout February, March and the earlier 
part of April, there has been little or no rain. 

‘Area cullivoted.—From the appended return it will be 
seen that the total area sown under wheat this year, in the 
important wheat-growing districts of these Provinces, amount- 
ed to 1,427,400 acres, against 1,415,000 acres estimated to 
have been sown in the previous year. The increase of 14,400 
acres, or 1°02 per cent., appears to be due to the partial failure 
of the winter rice crop. The total acreages as now given 
differ slightly from those shown in the preliminary report 
owing to revised estimates received from Shahabad, Patna, 
and Sonthal Parganas. 

Outturn.—The outturn of the wheat crop this year is now 
estimated at 10 annas, against 11} annas shown in the preli- 
minary forecast, and against 15 annas estimated for last 

ears crop. The decrease, as compared with the outturn 
shown in the romp ang heorgy is due to a reduction of 
previous estimates b istrict Officers owing to the conti- 
nued want of rain. Injury by insects is reported from the 
Barh subdivision of the Patna district. From the attached 
statement it will appear that the gross outturn of wheat in 
1895-96 amounted to 345,800 tons, against 486,300 tons in 
the previous year. 

Under orders of the Government of India, an abstract 
statement showing the prices and general conditions of stocks 
of food-grains as reported by District Officers, is annexed 
to this report. 

The following summary of the harvests of the year 

1895-96 has been obtained trom 


Final Report on the Bhadoi 


of 1895, dated 14th Decomber 1895. the marginally-noted reports 
Final Report on Winter Rice Cro : ) 
of 1896, ante Toth Decaer 1896 a published by this Department: — 
‘ote 6 outt r ° rh 
1896.96, datod 7th April 1896, rope is Bhadoi crops.—'VYhe — season 


was on the whole favourable. 
The total area cultivated with food and non-food crops was 
returned as 15,670,200 acres, against 15,913,500 acres 
estimated to have been sown in 1894. Six out of the forty- 
five districts of these Provinces returned an average crop 
of 16 annas, twenty-six districts returned crops varying from 
19 to less than 16 annas, and thirteen from 9 to less than 12 
annas. The general yield of the diadoi crops of 1895 was 





estimated at 14 annas, and though below the average, was 
nearly as good as that of 1894, which was estimated to be a 
15-anna crop. 

Winter rice crop.—The season was not very favourable. 
The total area cultivated with winter rice in 1895 was 
returned as 30,447,100 acres, against 31,416,100 acres 
cultivated in 1894. Out of forty-five districts of these 
Provinces, only two districts reported crops above the 
average of 16 annas, three districts reported ave or 16- 
anna crop, twenty districts reported crops varying from 12 to 
less than 16 annas, fifteen districts reported crops from above 
8 to less than 12 annas, and five districts returned an 8-anna 
or less than an 8-anna crop. The outturn for these Pro- 
vinces as a whole was estimated only at 13 annas, against 17 
annas of the previous year. 

Rabi crops.—The’ season was far from favourable. The 
total area (Chittagong excepted, for which no return was 
received) sown with rabi food and rabi non-food crops 
during 1895-96 was estimated at 11,008,100 acres, against 
11,171,500 acres estimated to have been cropped in 1894-95. 
Out of the forty-four districts for which returns were receiv- 
ed, only one district returned the outturn of the rabi crops at 
16 annas, eighteen reported crops varying from 12 to 15 
annas, and twenty-five districts reported crops of less than 
12 annas. The estimate of the outturn of all radi crops 
taken together was 11 annas, against 133 annas in 1894-95. 

Food-stocks and prices of fvod-grains.—The food-stocks 
of former harvests are reported to be plentiful throughout 
24 districts and not plentiful in 12 districts. In 8 dis- 
tricts they are said to be plentiful only in certain subdivi- . 
sions. Average food-stocks are reported from Hooghly and 
Singhbhum. 

Prices appear to have generally ruled higher. In 
12 districts the prices of common rice were lower in the 
fortnight ending 15th April 1896 than in the corresponding 
fortnight of the previous year, and in 33 districts prices 
were lower than those prevailing in the corresponding 
period of 1894. The price of wheat for the fortnight 
ending 15th April 1896 generally ruled higher than in the 
corresponding fortnights of the two previous years. From 
the prices-current returns of the fortnight ending 15th 
April 1896, it appears that common rice sold dearest in 
Miikeusin gh (12 seers) and cheapest in Puri (23 seers 10 
chitaks). 





Wheat exports from Bengal and Bihar —It will be seen 
from the figures quoted in the 
Bihar districts to Calcutta during the Margin that there was an 


* Exports of wheat from Bongal and 


nine months, April to December. increase in the rail-borne exports 
1890 ... ve 19,98,879 of wheat from Bengal and Bihar 
1m) Eten districts to Calcutta during the 
1805 we 648,104 nine months, April to December 
Averigo of ve a Re 1895, as compared with that of 


ie © aa, ~=—stthe ‘last two years. The increase 
was due to the better outturn of 
the wheat crop of these Provinces during the year 1894-95. 
N. N. BANERJEI, 
Assistant Director of Land Records 


and Agriculture, Bengal. 


CouNTERSIGNED, 


P. C. LYON, 


Ofg. Director of Land Records and 
Agriculture, Bengal. 


Oaucurra, 
The Vth May 1896, 


Srarement I. 


Final Report on the Wheat Crop in Bengal for the year 1895-96. 
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